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SMDC gets new director for research

Mike Schexnayder first civilian to fill post at Redstone 

By SHELBY G. SPIRES

Times Aerospace Writer 
The Space and Missile Defense Command has a new deputy director for research, development and acquisition. During a Redstone Arsenal ceremony Monday, Mike Schexnayder officially took over the role of deputy from Maj. Gen. John M. Urias. 

Schexnayder is the first civilian to take the deputy job, which is second only to the commanding general - Lt. Gen. Larry Dodgen. Space and Missile Defense Command, or SMDC, was established as a separate command on Oct. 1, 1997. 

Having been in the position for the past week, Schexnayder said the people at SMDC "are bright-eyed and want to do well for the country. They all want to make a difference ... this is an organization that goes back to the original German rocket team and has made a string of accomplishments to this country. 

"We hope to increase those accomplishments," he said. 

A native of New Orleans, Schexnayder has worked at Redstone Arsenal since 1979, while still a regular Army officer. He left the Army in 1983, but remained at Redstone. Most recently, he was the associate director for systems in the Aviation and Missile Research and Development Center and the director of Technical Management Directorate. 

Urias has been the deputy commanding general at SMDC since February 2001. However, Urias also serves as the Program Executive Officer of Air, Space, and Missile Defense here. 

"I have many emotions today as I relinquish one of my two hats," Urias told a crowd of about 500 people gathered at the Sparkman Center's Bob Jones Auditorium. "I'm a better person because of the result of this very productive time" as deputy. 

Urias said his job was made easier by the "tremendous quality of the work force here." He pointed to the many accomplishments the SMDC team had made over the past three years, including advancements in using lasers to shoot down rockets and incoming artillery shells, the use of advanced sensors and network communications and moving from Wynn Drive to a new location on the arsenal. 

"We can look to 'Fortress SMDC,' now as a thing of the past," Urias said, referring to concrete barricades that circled the command's former location. 

Urias remains in his position as Program Executive Officer for Air, Space and Missile Defense.
