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SUNSET SCIENCE 
WITH RTS WEATHER
There is a famous saying about red 
skies. “Red sky at night, sailors’ delight. 
Red sky in morning, sailors take warn-
ing.” Can we use this ancient maxim 
to figure out what atmospheric condi-
tions make an excellent sunset? 

We know a good sunset when we see 
one. RTS Weather Station Meteorolo-
gist Sean Stelten says better sunsets 
occur over Kwajalein when moderate 
amounts of high-altitude, wispy cirrus 
clouds are visible in the skies over-
head.  These clouds form the sunset 
canvas. After the sun sinks below the 
horizon, it shines on the underside of 
these high-up clouds in warm hues. 
The thicker the cirrus, the more color-
ful the clouds.

Sunset quality can be increased by 
thick layers of mid-altitude altocu-
mulus clouds if the edge of the cloud 
layer does not obscure the horizon. Ac-
cording to Stelten light shower activity 
scattered on the western horizon can 
also cast shadows onto other higher-
elevation clouds for a dazzling effect. 

All that being said, RTS Weather 
doesn’t forecast clouds. 

 "Sometimes we do give an idea of 
what type of clouds we're expecting,” 
Stelten said. “It's very hard to pinpoint 
expected cloud types in the tropics."

Instead, the forecast staff recom-
mends a high-tech solution to the 
community: go outside—especially if 
you vacation in the U.S. this summer. 
Stelten believes the best fiery clear sky 
sunsets are found there. 

 “[Kwaj] atmosphere is relatively 
pollution-free, and clear skies at sun-

set won't actually give that impressive 
of a show, in my opinion,” said Stelten. 
“[In the U.S.,] there's enough pollution, 
whether that be car exhaust, wildfire 
smoke or dust in the air to really re-
fract the sun's rays and enhance the 
red and orange coloring.”

Back to that saying about sailors and 
the red skies. 

“I believe that saying comes from 
mid-latitude sailing (nearer to the 
U.S.), where storm systems usually 
move west to east,” said Stelten. 

We can appreciate the ancient saying 
but we can’t depend on it to sail in the 
atoll. Kwajalein storm systems move 
from east to west, in the opposite di-
rection of U.S. storms.

 “If the sun sets to the west and a 
storm system is east of your location 
(thus leaving or dying), then the sun 
would cast a red and orange coloring 
from the west onto the clouds in the 
east,” said Stelten. “The opposite is 
true for the morning. The sun rises in 
the east and casts color on storms to 
the west. Then the storm moves west 
to east over your location.” 

Want to learn more about the skies 
overhead? Sky-fanatics can consult the 
RTS website (rts-wx.com) and visible 
satellite imagery (rts-wx.com/satel-
lite-latest-images-himawari-visible). 
Weather radar (rts-wx.com/index.
php?radar-latest-images-reflectivity-
150km) can register westerly light 
shower activity that could also pro-
duce a good sunset. 

So hit Emon Beach and watch a few 
more sunsets. No matter how colorful 
the sky on a given evening, the very best 
sunset is the one you witness yourself. 

Cirrus clouds (1) and altocumulous clouds 
(2) wwware two of the key ingredients for 
a terrific sunset (3) over the atoll.  

1

2

3

w
w

w.flickr.com/kwajaleinhourg
las

s

DO
W

NL
OAD AND SHARE HG PHOTOS AT

U
.
S
.
 
A
r
m
y
 
p
h
o
t
o
 
b
y
 
J
e
s
s
i
c
a
 
D
a
m
b
r
u
c
h



3 Saturday, June 23, 2018 / Volume 59 Number 25The Kwajalein Hourglass

THE KWAJ KID 
SUMMER FUN ADVENTURE GUIDE

•	 Visit the Marshallese Cultural Center 
•	 Visit Ebeye with a friend or a parent. 
•	 Learn ten new words in Marshallese
•	 On vacation? Keep a travel journal of things you see. You 

can keep it with your phone or in a journal.
•	 Did you know pirates sailed to Kwajalein Atoll? Do some 

research and find out how far they sailed to get here.
•	 Get a star chart and check out the night sky. How many 

constellations do you see?
•	 People who work on Kwajalein came here from all over the 

world. How many langauges do you hear everyday? 

The Anthropologist Kid

Don't let the summertime pass you by! Here is a list of things to 
try while you're on Kwajalein. Build an adventure kit and pick 
activities to try from the suggestions below. Mix and match 
challenges from each category for fun in the sun. When your 
friends ask you what you did during the break from school, 
you will have your island adventures to share. 

THe Maker-Builder Kid
•	 Learn to make your own playdough. 
•	 Make a musical instrument your own using materials 

found around your home. 
•	 Draw from real life! Kwajalein is a beautiful place full of 

color and light. Go outside and draw things you see in the 
natural world. Keep a daily journal of drawings, poems, 
stories and observations about what you do. 

•	 Grab your phone and take short video clips that you can 
turn into a movie about your life on Kwaj. 

•	 Make a city out of trash! Grab a glue and some markers and 
turn recyclable bottles, cans, paper tubes and plastics into 
tiny buildings, bridges and roads. 

•	 Make a sun catcher out of plastic bottles that you color 
with markers. You can hang this up in a window. 

•	 Go on a walk and collect small objects around the island. 
Everything will make a different sound. Choose the sounds 
you like the best and make the objects into wind chimes.

The Great Outdoors Kid
•	 With a friend, practice swimming skills like holding your 

breath and treading water. 
•	 Check out the tidal zone and tide pools. Remember to 

wear safety gear like water shoes and gloves. Always 
bring a buddy and call in visits to the pools to the Security 
and Access Office before you go. Ask parents for help.

•	 Not old enough yet to scuba dive? No problem. Ask mem-
bers of the diving community to share their stories about 
diving safety and the cool things they've seen underwater.

•	 Grab a trash bag and pick up the plastics on the beach 
with a friend. You'll be doing the world a big favor!  

•	 Go for a walk and count how many different kinds of birds 
and plants you see. Keep a log of the species that live on 
the island. Notice anything new each week? 

The HistorY Kid
•	 You live in the middle of history! Visit the historical tour 

sites on Kwajalein to learn more about Operation Flintlock 
and prehistoric life in the atoll. 

•	 Call an office on Kwajalein and ask to speak to someone 
about the history of their job field.  

•	 Find out what kids have done for fun on the other islands 
in the Central Pacific.

The Techy Kid
•	 Learn computer programming at codeacademy.com
•	 Design the levels and characters for your own video game.
•	 Take something apart and try to put it back together. Ask 

a parent to help you choose what to work on before you 
get started. 

•	 Learn how to keep your bike safe and rust-free.
•	 Using materials around your house, build a water-catcher 

to collect rainwater for the plants in your neighborhood.
•	 Invent robots! Draw a picture of a robot that solves prob-

lems for people. What kind of special gadgets does it need?

The GLOBAL KID
•	 Hop online and follow news about the earth and environ-

ment for one week. Make a list of the problems that peo-
ple around the world are trying to solve. Can you think of 
anything you can do to help them? 

•	 Go online to NASA.gov and check out what the astronauts 
at the International Space Station (ISS) are doing. 

•	 Become a mapmaker! Team up with your friends and 
draw maps of your own made-up country. You get to add 
and name mountains, rivers, streams, waterfalls—every-
thing! Next, put your maps together to make a content. 
What do you have to add to between the borders to make 
your countries stick together and get along? 

ThE ADVENTURE KIT
Grab these items to include in your kit for safe summer 
fun. Feel free to add your own supplies. 
•	 A notebook or sketchbook and your favorite pens
•	 Sunscreen
•	 A sunhat 
•	 Swimsuit 
•	 Goggles, a mask and a snorkel
•	 Water shoes or flip flops 
•	 A water bottle and snacks
•	 Bag or basket to collect shells and plants 
•	 Crafting supplies (scissors, glue, string and paper)
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RESIDENTIAL INTERNET

KOMMOL TATA.
I want to give a "Thumbs Up" for the great sound in the newly 
re-opened Yuk theater. My husband and I went to a movie 
there on Saturday and the sound quality was wonderful.

-Jacque Phelon

Kommol Tata to the Air Force parachute 
team that visited USAG-KA. You guys rock! 
That was such a great show. Thanks for vis-
iting!  Also, Kommol Tata to the Bakery for 
the fantastic ciabatta bread and chocolate 
croissants. I'm loving the taste. 

-Kwaj Resident

DynCorp International, as your internet service provider 
for the past month, truly appreciates our valuable cus-
tomers and would like to address some questions and 
issues that have been brought to our attention. 

Q. Why has the price of internet service increased?
A. As the new service provider, we are responsible for all as-
pects of operational service and support expenses to include 
US based internet service, internet equipment repairs and re-
placement, technical support labor, materials, and spare parts 
which impacts the price of service. The price is based on the 
number of customers and the cost of internet service expenses. 

Q. When and how do subscribers get their bill? Email? 
Postal mail?
A. We are implementing a system capable of sending monthly 
invoices via email and expect it to be operational for the July 
2018 billing period. Internet invoices will be sent 7 days prior 
to the 1st of each month when this system is operational. Until 
then you need to pay your monthly bill in Building 702. 

Q. The Internet Service Agreement states “You agree 
to allow us and our agents the right to enter your prop-
erty at which the service will be provided at reasonable 
times....". What is the definition of reasonable times? Will 
there be prior coordination?”
A. Residential technical support is provided Tuesday thru Sat-
urday between the hours of 08:00 – 16:30 hrs. All technical 
support requiring visits to a personal residence will be coordi-
nated with the customer. 

Q. How were the changes to the residential internet ser-
vice announced to the community?
A. To provide advanced notice of the upcoming changes in 
residential internet service, we advertised in four issues of the 
Hourglass and on the Roller channel that customers would 
need to sign up and pay for the new internet service beginning 
1 May 2018. 

Q. What changed when DI took over internet service?  
A. The network equipment and infrastructure supplying the 

internet service to your residence did not change at the time 
the internet providers changed. Anyone having internet con-
nectivity issues should call the Internet Help Desk at 5-9000 
to submit a service ticket requesting technical support as their 
first course of action. 

Q. After a week of testing my internet speeds to detect 
the advertised increase there was no change. Why is 
the internet speed not faster?
A. There was no advertised attempt or plan to increase the in-
ternet speed. We only increased the amount of total bandwidth 
provided, which does not impact the speed. The additional 
200MB in bandwidth is being allocated to offset peak conges-
tion times (typically between 7-10pm and on weekends) so 
that users will be able to experience a consistent throughput of 
input/output data and not notice any slowness or lag in their 
4MB down and 1MB up on a per connection basis. 

Q. I am seeing a lot more “spinning circles” the last 
couple of weeks. Why I am getting less up/down speed 
than I have ever gotten? 
A. The bandwidth of the MINTA (residential internet) circuit 
was 500MB up/down for a user base of ~ 700 users, before 
we transitioned the service.  The increase of the 200MB now 
equals 700MB up/down which is provided to ensure there is 
no degradation of speed on a per user basis during peak hours.  
Subscribers are setup to receive 4MB down and 1MB up to 
their residence.

Q. Does the modem I receive when I sign up for service 
belong to me? If not, may I purchase and install my 
own? 
A. No, the modem you receive when you sign up for service 
must be turned in to the Internet Help Desk when you termi-
nate or disconnect your service. You may purchase and install 
your own model of modem, but the personal modem will not 
be supported by the Internet Help Desk. 

Q. Are there any additional fees I should know about?
A. Customers who elect to disconnect service or who are dis-
connected due to non-payment, will be assessed a reconnec-
tion fee of $75. 
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For community updates, links to the Hourglass and episodes 
of the Kwaj Current, visit the official USAG-KA Facebook page 
and YouTube channel. For command information questions, 
contact Public Affairs at 54848.

VISIT USAG-KA ONLINE.

1) Members of the 320th Special 
Tactics Squadron from Kadena 
Air  Force Base in Okinawa, Japan 
executed aerial training operations 
at Bucholz Army Air Field June 19-
21. Check out next week's Kwajalein 
Hourglass for the full story. 
2) Members of the Kwajalein 
Community marvel at the unusual 
sight as the jumpers circle in the 
Kwaj sky. 

1

2

WHAT'S THAT 
IN THE SKY?

U.S. Army photos by Jarett Nichols
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KWAJALEIN MOVIES

Saturday, June 24, 2018 
Ready Player One (PG-13) 
7:30 p.m. at the Yuk Theater

Sunday, June 24, 2018
A Quiet Place (PG-13) 

7:30 p.m. at the Yuk Theater

Monday, 25 June 25, 2018
Game Night (R)

7:30 p.m. at the Yuk Theater

ROI-NAMUR MOVIES

Saturday, June 23, 2018 
Pacific Rim:  Uprising (PG-13)

7:30 p.m. at the 
Tradewinds Theater

Sunday, June 24, 2018
7 Days in Entebbe (PG-13)

7:30 p.m. at the 
Tradewinds Theater

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS

Shoreline cleanup operations 
on south end of Kwajalein will 
impact pet cemetery area in 
the coming weeks. Residents 
with pet monument markers 
are encouraged to retrieve 
those items at this time.  

LUNCH

DINNER

Sunday
Herbed Cornish Hens
Swedish Meatballs
Brown Rice

Thursday
Jambalaya
BBQ Chicken
Broccoli Parmesan

June 30
Orange Chicken
Shrimp Lo Mein
Egg Rolls

Thursday
Rotisserie Chicken
Baked Salmon
Sweet Potatoes

Friday
Jerk Chicken
Curry Beef
Steamed Carrots

Friday
Braised Beef Noodles
Rice Pilaf
Steamed Green Beans

Monday
Beef Yakisoba
Steamed Rice
Corn O'Brien

Wednesday
Beef Stew
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Loaded Mashed Potatoes

Monday
Herb Baked Chicken
Lemon Pepper Fish
Rice Pilaf

Sunday
Grilled Ribeye Steak
Fried Shrimp
Mac & Cheese

Tuesday
Lasagna w/Meat Sauce
Italian Sausage
Seasoned Green Beans

Wednesday
Pepper Steak
Roasted Pork Loin
Loaded Baked Potato

Tuesday
Smothered Pork Chops
Blackened Salmon
Buttered Egg Noodles

June 30
Fried Chicken
Pot Roast
Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Captain Louis S. Zamperini Cafeteria *MENU CURRENT AS OF JUNE 22

DRONES BANNED 
ON USAG-KA

DOD has updated its directives related to 
Unmanned Aerial Systems (aka UAS, UAVs, 
and drones). Effective immediately, use of 
commercially and privately purchased UAS 
is prohibited on government installations 
whether for official, unofficial, or hobby-
ist use. Please direct questions to 5-2140.

THE THREE R'S OF UXO 
Remember the 3 Rs: Recognize an item as possible Un-
exploded Ordnance (UXO); Retreat from the area of the 
UXO Report suspected UXO immediately by notifying 
EOD (5-1433) or CPS (5-4445). Provide the following in-
formation: Location (building #, GPS, landmarks.). Size 
(compared to common items - football, scuba cylin-
der) Treat UXO like you would treat dangerous sea 
creatures. Look but do not touch.

is required to:Each department 
must inspect tanks weekly via 
trained custodian:
•	 Examine tank and piping 

for evidence of leaks and 
weeps.

•	 Examine tank for evidence 
of fuel/water within inter-
stitial spaces. 

•	 Inspect secondary contain-
ment area and ensure locks 
are in place (if applicable).

•	 Inspect leak detection sys-
tem and alarm panels to en-
sure they are functional.

•	 Verify adequate spill re-
sponse kit is readily avail-
able.

Aikuj wor juon eo jen kajojo de-
partment ej jeek e tank ko:
•	 Etale tank ko im baib ko ne 

ewor ettal ie.
•	 Etale tank ko ne ewor fuel/

dren ilo kota ko ak ijoko 
rekitiliek im jeja am loe.

•	 Jeek e nien dren/fuel ko jet 
bwe ren kilek im lock ne rej 
aikuj lock.

•	 Etale leak detection system 
im alarm panel ko bwe rej 
aikuj jerbal wot.

•	 Kamool ke ebojak spill re-
sponse kit ko nan ien ko enaj 
wor spill ko.

New Residential Internet us-
ers must sign-up and pick-up a 
modem at Building 702. Please 
call the DynCorp Help Desk with 
questions at 5-9000.

Stress Reduction Training will be 
offered Friday, June 29 at 1 p.m.  
Learn how stress may be impact-

HELP WANTED
To research and apply for govern-
ment employment opportunities 
on U.S. Army Garrison-Kwajalein 
Atoll and worldwide, visit www.
usajobs.gov. 

KFS, LLC has an opening for a 
Staff Environmental Technician 
(Remediation) on USAG-KA. 
Please forward email or resume 
to vrabelc@kfs-llc.com.

FMWR is hiring Umpires, Ref-
erees, Scorekeepers and Time-
keepers. All interested candi-
dates may send their resumes to 
frankie.bradshaw@dyn-intl.com.

FMWR is hiring Lifeguards. All 
lifeguard applicants should send 
their resumes to Clifford.pryor@
dyn-intl.com.

COMMUNITY NOTICE
Kwajalein Residents, FMWR and 
DPW will be making some im-
provements to the Tennis Courts 
from June 19 – 27.  The current 
carpet will be removed and re-
placed with a new surface. We 
apologize for the inconvenience.

Facility Manager Evacuation 
Coordinator Training convenes 
the first and third Wednesday of 
each month at 10 a.m. in Fire Sta-
tion Training Room, Bldg. 904. 
Classes are limited to 15 people. 
Call 5-3364 to sign up for class.  

E-wareness: Petroleum Product 
Storage Tank Weekly Inspection. 
Each department owner of pe-
troleum product storage tanks 

ing your health as well as useful 
strategies to reduce and manage 
stress. Training will be held up-
stairs in the Hospital Conference 
Room. Supervisors are encour-
aged to come learn tools for their 
employees.

Ongoing Smoking/Tobacco Ces-
sation offered.  Please call EAP at 
5-5362 or make an appointment 
with a physician.

Grief and Grieving Group will 
be offered for 4 weeks starting 
Tuesday, July 10 at 4:30 p.m. 
Please call EAP for further infor-
mation. 5-5362.

Amnesty Boxes. Anyone in pos-
session of ammunition or pyro-
technics, please deposit into one 
of the designated amnesty boxes 
located on Kwajalein or Roi at the 
Kwaj Small Boat Marina, Kwaj Air 
Terminal (Bldg. 902) and Roi Air 
Terminal. If items are too large in 
size/quantity or if you have any 
safety concerns notify EOD at 
5-1433/1550 to arrange for col-
lection. These boxes are not UXO 
collection points. For UXO, notify 
EOD… DO NOT TOUCH!
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WEEKLY WEATHER LOOKOUT
WEATHER DISCUSSION: Someone asked if the first half of 
2018 is the wettest ever.  Yes, it is. Another record broken and 
June isn’t over yet. From January to June we have received over 
79 inches of rain. The next highest total for any Jan-June time-
frame is a measly 69 inches back in 1951. 

An active weather pattern was on top of Kwajalein Thurs-
day-Saturday with abundant rain in the area and low level 
circulations causing some west winds. This remains so into 
next week as the InterTropical Convergence Zone will be mov-
ing north of our region over the weekend then meandering 
on top of us, then north, then on top again. For this upcom-
ing week there will be periods of rain, then a break for one to 
two days before the rains continue. Expect moderate winds at 
7-12 knots from NE-S, with exception of gusts from convec-
tive storms as experienced this past Thursday. Tune in to the 
daily forecast on channel 14-2 or rts-wx.com or call 5-3347 for 
more daily details. 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY/MONDAY FORECAST: Scattered show-
ers Saturday and Sunday, widely scattered showers Monday. 
Winds NE on Saturday becoming SE by Monday at 7-12 knots.

MID-WEEK FORECAST: Days with scattered rain (30-50 per-
cent), days with isolated rain (10 percent coverage). Winds 
NE-S at 7-13 knots.

June 30
Meatloaf
Savory Baked Chicken
Mashed Potatoes

June 30
Hamburger Bar
Herbed Baked Fish
Brown Rice

Friday
Wing Bar
Egg Drop Soup
Roast Pork

Sunday
Turkey Vegetable Soup
Roast Turkey
Glazed Ham

Thursday
Corn Chowder
Jerk Chicken
Beef Curry

Thursday
Fried Chicken
Sweet & Sour Pork
Collared Greens�  

Friday
Orange Chicken
Beef & Broccoli
Steamed Rice

Monday
Bombay Chicken
Smothered Pork Chops
Dirty Rice

Wednesday
Chicken Gumbo Soup
Jambalaya
BBQ Chicken

Sunday
Pizza
Meatballs
Herbed Chicken

Monday
Pasta Bar
Lasagna
Steamed Zucchini

Tuesday
Taco Tuesday
Chicken Cacciatore
Mexican Rice

Wednesday
Steak Night
Baked Potato Bar
Garlic Shrimp

Tuesday
Beef Noodle Soup
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Baked Parmesan Fish

LUNCH

DINNER

Café Roi *MENU CURRENT AS OF JUNE 22

United Airlines implemented several new policies 
and customer requirements for pet air transpor-
tation to improve the safety of the travel experi-
ence. Pet owners can find the new pet standards 
at: https://www.united.com/ual/en/us/fly/travel/
animals/petsafe.html#petsafetable.

For details about United Airlines' possible excep-
tions to policy based on your individual pet situa-
tion, contact Terrance Dominique, General Man-
ager, United Airlines (Kwajalein office) by phone at 
5-1015 or email: terrance.dominique@united.com.

PLEASE NOTE:
* There will be NO exception to policy allowing 
Contract personnel to travel on military ATI flights 
with pets. Commercial flight arrangements must be 
made. 
* United Airlines will NOT accept reservations for 
the listed brachycephalic (short- or snub-nosed) 
dogs and cats and strong-jawed dog breeds, out of 
concern for higher adverse health risks.
* United Airlines will accept pre-reservations be-
tween 30 days in advance (maximum) and five (5) 
days (minimum) prior to travel for customers trav-
eling with their pets and/or for pets traveling alone
* United Airlines will require the customer to pro-
vide PetSafe with several pieces of information (e.g. 
documents, photos, crate information, etc.) before 
any reservation is confirmed.
* United will not accept crates taller than 30 inches, 
including the 700 series crates.

U.S. Army Garrison Kwajalein Atoll understands 
that all pets are valued members of the family. 
Please plan accordingly and take responsibility for 
your animals to avoid any unfortunate situations. 
For additional travel options, pet owners are en-
couraged to check with other locally operating com-
mercial airlines including Air Marshall Islands and 
Nauru Airlines. 

USAG-KA PET OWNERS:
UNITED AIRLINES PET
TRAVEL POLICY CHANGE
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Republic of the Marshall Island’s Department of Motor Vehicle 
will visit USAG-KA to process RMI driver’s license renewals 
and new issues on these date and times:  

If you would like to renew or get a new RMI driver’s license, 
please bring a picture-identification card. Cost for a renewals 
or new issue is $20. Questions, please call the RMI Representa-
tive to USAG-KA’s office at 5-3620/3600 or the USAG-KA Host 
Nation Office at 5-2103/5-5325. 

Republic of the Marshall Islands (RMI) 
Driver’s License Renewal and New Issue

Kwajalein
Monday, July 2
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
RMI Rep Office (downtown)

Roi-Namur
Monday, July 9
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Roi Library

CELEBRATE

9 a.m.	 Volleyball tournament, bounce 	
		  house, lawn sports, slip and slide

Noon		 Water Fun! Kayaks, stand up 		
		  paddle boards and peddle boats

1:30  p.m.	 Bike and Pet Parade. Please line 	
		  up at 	the Emon Scuba Shack
2 p.m. 	 Bike and Pet parade

3 p.m.	 "Happy Birthday America" Cake	
		  Contest. Enter traditional and zany 	
		  creations. 			 
4 p.m.	 Potato sack races (all ages)

5 p.m.	 Volleyball finals begin
5:30 p.m.	 Indepen”DANCE” Zumba     
6 p.m.	 Dance Party USA                                 
8:30 p.m.	 Fireworks!

For more information about USAG-KA Indepen-
dence Day, contests and event details, please con-
tact FMWR at 5-3331 and FMWR Event Coordinator 

Donna Pickard at donna.pickard@dyn-intl.com. 

WITH USAG-KA FMWR
Join the Kwajalein community at Emon 
Beach July 4 to celebrate with fun in the sun, 

games and a whole lot more! 

INDEPENDENCE DAY


