SMDC History - New Frontiers
1991

January 1991 – President Bush redefined SDI program to focus on Global 
Protection Against Limited Strikes (GPALS)
January 1991 – USASDC receives all Theater Missile Defense (TMD) functions
January 1991 – “The age of ‘Star Wars’ arrived” with the first anti-missile missile 
intercept during combat conditions – Operation Desert Storm
August 1991 – First full scale satellite lethality experiment using a high energy laser
December 1991 – Soviet Union ceases to exist

December 1991 – Missile Defense Act of 1991 directs DoD to “aggressively pursue” 
development of advanced TMD systems with a goal to deploy by mid-1990s and 
to develop NMD systems  for deployment by the earliest data allowed by 
technology or by fiscal year 1996 – a cost effective, operationally effective, ABM 
treaty compliant ABM system.
1991 – Theater Missile Defense Countermeasures Program initiated
1992

June 1992 – Chief of Staff of the Army identifies the U.S. Army Space Command 
as the “user” for deployed ground-based element so the NMD program
June 1992 – First Flight test of the Extended Range Interceptor (ERINT)

August 1992 – HEDI Kinetic Kill Vehicle Integrated Technology Experiment 2A 
demonstrates the ability to intercept RVs within the atmosphere using an infrared 
homing seeker and a non-nuclear warhead
August 1992 – U.S. Army Space Command merges with U.S. Army Strategic 
Defense Command to create the U.S. Army Space and Strategic Defense 
Command (USASSDC).  
August 1992 - USASSDC named the Army’s focal point for space
August 1992 – PEO – Global Protection Against Limited Strikes (GPALS) 
established from elements of the former USASDC and the U.S. Army Missile 
Command.  Elements transferred from USASDC include Ground Based 
Interceptor, Ground Based Radar, Ground-Based Surveillance and 
Tracking System, BMC3, and Theater Missile Defense Project Offices, and the 
Extended Range Interceptor (ERINT), Theater High Altitude Area Defense 
(THAAD), Arrow programs, etc. 
August 1992 – Under MOA with PEO GPALS, USASSDC continues to provide staff 
support

October 1992 – National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1993 removes 
1996 deployment requirement for NMD and places greater emphasis on treaty 
compliance

November 1992 – USASSDC assigned responsibility for Milstar Network 
Management and Control

November 1992 – Ground based Surveillance and Tracking System Project Office 
terminated
1993
May 1993 – Army Space Technology Research Office (ASTRO) joins USASSDC as 
the Space Applications Technology Program
May 1993 – Secretary of Defense Aspin announces the end of the Cold War. 
May 1993 – PEO – GPALS becomes PEO Missile Defense
June 1993 – KE ASAT Joint Program Office is terminated and program converted to 
a technology program
July 1993 – USASSDC designated the Army’s focal point for space
August 1993 – Strategic Target System (STARS) initiates test phase

September 1993 – Bottom-Up Review recommendation lays out a three tiered 
program with emphasis on TMD, with a $12 billion budget.  NMD programs would 
be reduced to a Systems Technology Demonstration with $3 billion and Follow-
Technology and Research and Strategy are to share $3 billion
November 1993 – First successful intercept by the ERINT
1994

February 1994 – Extended Range Interceptor selected for the Patriot PAC-3

April 1994 – First flight of the Hera target
May 1994 – Defense Acquisition Board approves PAC-3 system upgrade and 
validates selection of ERINT as new PAC-3 missile
June 1994 – Vice Chief of Staff of the Army appoints USASSDC Commanding 
General Theater Missile Defense Advocate – the DA focal point and 
coordinator for operational aspects of TMD
June 1994 – First nodes of the Extended Air Defense Testbed opened at the 
Advanced Research Center in Huntsville and at SHAPE Technical Center in The 
Netherlands and Fort Bliss, Texas.D
July 1994 – Army Space Program Office joins USASSDC
July 1994 – Army Space Policy states that “Army’s future is inextricably tied to 
space”
August 1994 – USASSDC assumes new mission – Contingency Operations (Space)
October 1994 – USASSDC assumes custody of Wake Island on behalf of the 
Ballistic Missile Defense Organization
1995

January 1995 – Army Space Support Teams officially activated
January 1995 – Missile Defense Battle Integration Center established
February 1995 – Missile Defense and Space Technology Center established 
February 1995 – TMD Force Projection Tactical Operations Center, the first 
digitized command and control center, unveiled at the Pentagon
April 1995 – HERA TMD target completes first fight test
May 1995 – 1st Satellite Control Battalion created
May 1995 – Synthetic Theater of War for TMD first used in exercises.
July 1995 – Field Manual 100-18 – Space Support to Army Operations published
August 1995 – Battle Integration Center tests new seeker – BeCOAT – beryllium, 
cryogenic off-axis telescope – in a radiation environment
October 1995 – Sensors Directorate announces the development of Blue October, a 
user friendly, high-technology computer simulation tool

November 1995 – Secretary of the Army designates USASSDC a Reinvention 
Laboratory to develop new, innovative and streamlined business practices
November 1995 – War Breaker transfers from ARPA
December 1995 – Missile Defense and Space Technology Center established
1996

January 1996 – USASSDC assigned operational control for the Joint Land Attack 
Cruise Missile Defense Elevated Netted Sensor (JLENS) system.
February 1996 – Mid Infrared Advanced Chemical Laser and Nautilus program 
demonstrate the effectiveness of a tactical high energy laser destroying a rocket 
in flight with a laser
March 1996 – President William Clinton reorients missile defense to emphasize 
TMD and announces a “3 + 3” program for NMD – three years of research 
followed by three years to deploy
March 1996 – USASSDC designated a reinvention laboratory

April 1996 – Midcourse Space Experiment conducted

May 1996 – U.S. and Israel sign agreement to develop an Advanced Concepts
Technology Demonstration for the Tactical High Energy Laser (THEL)
June 1996 – U.S. and Russia complete a TMD demarcation agreement
July 1996 – USASSDC designated a stand-alone Army Component Command
July 1996 – PEO Missile Defense becomes PEO Air and Missile Defense
1997

January 1997 – Construction begins on Ground-based Radar Prototype at KMR
March 1997 - HELSTF begins Data Collection Exercise – tracking and lasing an 
orbiting U.S. Air Force satellite
April 1997 – BMDO Directive No. 5135 established the Joint Program Office National 
Missile Defense

May 1997 – USASSDC is designated the Army’s implementing agent for the 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START)
May 1997 – Space Technology Integration Office created
June 1997 – USASSDC conducted the Army After Next Space Game One

August 1997 – Successful hover test of the prototype kinetic energy anti-satellite kill 
vehicle

