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COMMENTARY

How a company slaps a country 1n its face

In a time when more and more
American companies are showing just
how ‘patriotic’ and greedy they are
by outsourcing jobs and moving their
headquarters offshore, one company
has to stand out as the epitome of
all that's bad with American business
these days.

This company, that we all have come
to know and ‘love,’ has received more
than $20 billion in war contracts in Iraq
and billions more for the Gulf Coast and
New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.
Of course, these contracts were all no-
bid. Why have honest competition?

This loveable American company has
been accused of serving spoiled food
and contaminated water to our troops
in Irag. In addition, an investigation is
underway to determine if the company
overcharged the government to the
tune of $2.7 billion or more.

It's been said that even the contract-
security people this company hired
in Irag were shortchanged on proper
equipment they needed for protection.

To top all of this off, the company, af-
ter having been slopped like pigs in the
trough of American taxpayer money, is
moving overseas to Dubai in the United
Arab Emirates. You might recall that
certain people in our country tried to
push through a deal selling a few of our
seaports to a Dubai company.

The reason for this move is un-
doubtedly to avoid taxes on some of

The Way | See It

Dawn Adler,
Staff writer

the billions in profits the company has
made. Yeah, that’s the way to give back
to your country, guys. It almost makes
me misty-eyed just thinking about how
‘American’ you are.

So, not only will this company prob-
ably continue gobbling up government
contracts, but it won’t have to pay U.S.
taxes on most of its profits.

As one congressman put it, ‘What a
slap in the face to American taxpayers
and the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.’
| couldn’t agree more.

There are cynics who say the com-
pany is leaving America because of the
accusations of overcharging, misman-
agement, waste, fraud and the pos-
sibilty of subpoenas and congressional
hearings into all of their shady dealings.

Oh, gee, | don't believe that for a
minute. Do you?

One of the company’s executives
said the reason for the move was that
business opportunities in the west are
drying up and more opportunites exist
in the Middle East and Far East.

Well, heck, then go ahead and
leave the country where you built your
wealth. We're just your countrymen.
That's no big deal to you.

| don’t think you bleed red, white
and blue do you? Probably just green.
| guess you want to be the poster child
for corporate greed. Some say you're a
national disgrace and embarrassment.

But, hey, the bottom line is all that
counts these days, isn't it? It trumps
patriotism, loyalty and giving back to
your country any day of the week,
right?

| guess it doesn’t make any differ-
ence to you that your headquarters will
be in a country where money was laun-
dered for the 9/11 terrorists and where
some of them lived and at least one
was a citizen. Hey, no big deal, right?

Well, I'll tell you what. | think America
should throw you a going away party.

| think Americans should stand on the
shore and as you're saying goodbye to
us and your country, you should also
be saying goodbye to any and all U.S.
government contracts funded by U.S.
taxpayers—forever. If you don’t need
us, you don’t need our money either.
But, what the heck, maybe we'll have a
few less crooks in our country if you go.

So hey, good luck and all that.

And don’t worry too much about
terrorists kidnapping and beheading
you big shots. | hear that only happens
every now and then.

To Mary Stone and all the
folks at Kwajalein Range
Services Community
Activities for making
Laurie Simpson’s sweet
16 birthday party a huge
success. Thanks for all
your hard work.

To all the awesome

people who put the

i Hispanic Fiesta to-

gether this past week-

end. the turnout was a

great success, and we
had bundles of fun.
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Women's History Month

Women have distinguished record of mulitary service

Hourglass reports

Each year, March is designated
as National Women’s History
Month to ensure that the history
of American women will be recog-
nized and celebrated in schools,
workplaces, and communities
throughout the country. The sto-
ries of women’s historic achieve-
ments present an expanded view
of the complexity and contradic-
tion of living a full and purposeful
life.

The theme for Women’s History
Month 2007 is “Generations of
Women Moving History Forward.”
This theme celebrates the wisdom
and tenacity of prior and future
generations of women and recog-
nizes the power and impact of gen-
erations working together.

Women have played important
roles in maintaining the freedom
of America.

Even before America won its
independence from Great Britain,
women, though often with sub-
terfuge, were key to the fight for
freedom.

Deborah Sampson

Sampson’s family was very poor.
She was the oldest of six children.
At the age of 8 to 10 years old, she
became an indentured servant.
She worked on a farm and worked
very hard. She learned to sew and
spin. She could hunt, ride a horse,
and even do carpenter’s work.
She loved to learn and would get
the boys in the family to teach
her the lessons they were learn-
ing in school. She learned so well
that she later became a teacher.

During the Revolutionary War
she wanted to help, but girls were
not allowed to join the Army. She
decided she could join the Army if
she pretended to be a man. She
practiced walking and talking like
a man until she could even fool her
mother. She was ready.

In October, 1778 she be-
came an enlisted “man” us-
ing the name Robert Shurtleff.
She was tall for a woman; 5 foot
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and 7 inches, so her fellow sol-
diers thought she was a short
man. They teased Shurtleff be-
cause he didn’t have to shave,
but they just thought this boy
was too young to grow a beard.
Things were going well until she
was wounded in battle. She let
the doctor treat the wound on her
head, but she removed the bullet
from her leg by herself with a pen-
knife and a needle. Her leg never
did heal properly, but her secret
was still safe. She was afraid if
they found out she was a girl,
they would shoot her. Later she
developed a fever and was put in
the hospital. The doctor discov-
ered that Shurtleff was actually a
woman. He took her to his family’s
home to get well. She was given an
honorable discharge from the army.
After she left the army, she mar-
ried a farmer named Benjamin
Gannett and they had three
children. She taught at a school
and also gave talks or lectures
about her experiences in the war.
At the end of her lectures, she
would leave the stage and then
come back onstage dressed in
her uniform and go through the
soldier’s routine with the gun.

Paul Revere wrote a letter to
Congress asking for her to be
given a pension. She began re-
ceiving four dollars a month.
She died at the age of sixty-six.

It is uncertain how many women
posed as men to fight for America’s
liberty.

During the Civil War hundreds
of women fought alongside men for
both the Northern and Southern
armies.

Dr. Mary Walker

Born in Oswego, N.Y., the daugh-
ter of Alvah and Vesta, Walker
taught school as a young woman to
earn enough money to pay her way
through Syracuse Medical College
where she graduated as a doctor in
1855. She married a fellow medi-
cal school student, Albert Miller,
and they set up a joint practice in
Rome, N.Y. The practice did not
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Dr. Mary Walker is the only woman to
receive the Medal of Honor. She was
awarded the medal for her work with
wounded in the Civil War.

flourish, as female doctors were
generally not trusted or respected
at that time.

At the beginning of the American
Civil War, she volunteered for the
Union Army as a civilian. At first,
she was only allowed to practice
as a nurse, as the Army had no
female surgeons. During this pe-
riod, she served at the first Battle
of Bull Run (Manassas), July 21,
1861 and at the Patent Office Hos-
pital in Washington, D.C. She also
worked as an unpaid field surgeon
near the Union front lines, includ-
ing the Battle of Fredericksburg
and in Chattanooga after the
Battle of Chickamauga. Finally,
she was awarded a commission as
a “Contract Acting Assistant Sur-
geon (civilian)” by the Army of the
Cumberland in September, 1863,
becoming the first ever female U.S.
Army surgeon.

See WOMEN, Page 4
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WOMEN, from Page 3

She was later appointed assistant surgeon of the
52nd Ohio Infantry. During this service, she frequent-
ly crossed battle lines, treating civilians. On April 10,
1864, she was captured by Confederate troops and
arrested as a spy (there appears to be some support
to the idea that she actually was one). She was sent
to Richmond and remained there until Aug. 12, 1864,
when she was released as part of a prisoner exchange.
She went on to serve during the Battle of Atlanta and
later as supervisor of a female prison in Louisville,
Ky., and head of an orphanage in Tennessee. After
the war, she was recommended for the Congressional
Medal of Honor by Generals William Tecumseh Sher-
man and George Henry Thomas. On Nov. 11, 1865,
President Andrew Johnson signed a bill to present
her the medal, specifically for her services at the first
Battle of Bull Run (Manassas).

After the war, she became a writer and lecturer,
supporting such issues as health care, temperance,
women'’s rights and, quite naturally, dress reform for
women. She wore men’s clothes exclusively for the
rest of her life.

In 1917, the U.S. Congress, after revising the stan-
dards for award of the medal so that it could only
be given to those who had been involved in “actual
combat with an enemy”, revoked more than 900 pre-
viously-awarded medals, including that of Dr. Walker
and William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody. Although ordered
to return the medal, she refused to do so and contin-
ued to wear it until her death.

President Jimmy Carter restored her medal posthu-
mously in 1977.

In World War II, a Liberty ship, the SS Mary Walker,
was named for her.

Cathay Williams

Williams was born into slavery near Independence,
Mo. in 1842. She grew up and worked as a house-
girl for wealthy planter William Johnson in Jefferson
City, Mo. During the Civil War, Union soldiers
liberated Williams and she spent the remainder of
the war as a paid servant of the Union Army. On
Nov. 15, 1866, shortly after her job with the Army
ended, Williams disguised her gender and joined the
38th Infantry, Company A, in St. Louis, becoming a
Buffalo Soldier. At the time,
there was no requirement
for a physical examination
and she enlisted using the
name William Cathay. She
was discharged from the
Army at Ft. Bayard, N.M.
on Oct. 14, 1868.
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30,000 women served
In 1901 and 1908 the
establishment of the Army

Posters urged women to
plant ‘victory’ gardens to
help supply the nations’ food
during both World Wars.

ey Garden 5 Munition Plant”
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Women pilots delivered airplanes to combat areas and also
served as air traffic controllers, radio operators, mechanics
and parachute riggers during World War Il. Many were killed
or injured due to their flying duties. (DoD photo)

and Navy Nurse Corps opened the door for women
in the military, but ever so slightly. It wasn’t until
the United States got involved in World War I that
some parts of the government got serious about using
woman power.

As the Army stumbled around bureaucratic red
tape trying to figure out how to enlist women, the
Navy simply ignored the War Department dissent-
ers and quickly recruited women. Nearly 13,000
women enlisted in the Navy and the Marine Corps on
the same status as men and wore a uniform blouse
with insignia. The Navy’s policy was extended to the
Coast Guard, but personnel records from World War
I contain scarcely any references to the Coast Guard
Yeomanettes. A handful of them apparently were em-
ployed at the diminutive Coast Guard headquarters
building in Washington,D.C. Nineteen-year-old twin
sisters Genevieve and Lucille Baker transferred from
the Naval Coastal Defense Reserve to become the first
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Women are serving in combat roles in Iraq and Afghanistan

uniformed women in the Coast Guard. With the war’s
end the Coast Guard Yeomanettes, along with their
Navy and Marine Corps counterparts, were mustered
out of the service.

It was the service of women in the mili-
tary and the defense works that gave a huge
push to the passing of the 19th Amendment.
President Woodrow Wilson was won over to the
suffragists’ side in part because of the bravery of
women serving on the front and their proven abili-
ties as they replaced men in offices and factories.
In September 1918, Wilson addressed the Senate,
urging that they follow the House in passing the
19th Amendment. His dramatic plea asked that
the Senators recognize the contributions made by
American women in the war. Wilson proclaimed ...
“...Are we alone to ask and take the utmost that our
women can give, service and sacrifice of every kind,
and still say we do not see what title that gives them
to stand by our sides in the guidance of the affairs
of their nations and ours? We have made partners of
the women in this war; shall we admit them only to a
partnership of suffering and sacrifice and toil and not
to a partnership of privilege and right?”

World War I

While Hitler was moving across Europe, the military
minds in Washington, D.C. were stonewalling wom-
en’s organizations, patriotic pressures, and anyone
who had the temerity to suggest that women should
be in the military. The politicians made promises of
considering an auxiliary of sorts while quietly hoping
it would all go away and secretly trying to figure out
how to stop it. Fortunately, Congresswoman Edith
Nourse Rogers and Eleanor Roosevelt thought other-
wise.

Rogers introduced a bill on May 28, 1941, to estab-
lish a Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps for service with
the Army of the United States. By virtue of its being
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along with their
male counterparts. Thirty-three women have been killed in Iraq.

an auxiliary corps, there was no hint
of full military status for women. The
bill was dissected, bisected, stalled,
lost, amended, sandbagged, and all
but trashed until General George C.
Marshall took an interest

While several government depart-
ments cooperated, the Bureau of the
Budget continued to stall in spite of
pressure from Roosevelt, Marshall and
other interested parties and groups.
By late November of 1941, there was
still no definitive action. At this point
Marshall literally ordered the War De-
partment to create a women’s corps.

The Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor
on Dec. 7, 1941, left 2,235 servicemen
and 68 civilians dead. Eighty-two Army
nurses were serving at three Army
Medical Facilities in Hawaii that infa-
mous December morning. Hundreds
of casualties suffering from burns and
shock were treated by Army and Navy
nurses working side-by-side with civil-
ian nurses and doctors. Nurses at Schofield Hospital
and Hickam Field faced similar overwhelming num-
bers of wounded personnel. The chief nurse at Hickam
Field, 1st Lt. Annie G. Fox, was the first of many Army
nurses to receive a Purple Heart and the Bronze Star.
Four days after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, and
twenty-three years after the idea of women in the mili-
tary was born, the Bureau of the Budget stopped ob-
jecting, planners began to plan and cooperation sud-
denly became the watchword. The bill was amended,
reintroduced, stuck in committees, and stalled. The
search was on for a director, a training center and the
appropriate equipment. The military men in charge of
logistics searched for ideas, for no regulations existed.
Finally on May 14, 1942, the bill to “Establish a Wom-
en’s Army Auxiliary Corps” became law and Oveta
Culp Hobby, wife of the former governor of Texas, was
named director.

While bills were being bandied around Congress,
women were being trained at the first WAAC Training
Center in Fort Des Moines, Iowa. With a nudge from
Roosevelt, the Navy got its act together and began
authorizing a Women’s Naval Reserve and the Marine
Corps Women’s reserve. The Coast Guard followed
soon after. The first director of the WAVES - Women
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service - was Lt.
Cmdr. Mildred McAfee, president of Wellesley College.
The SPARS, which came from the Coast Guard motto
Semper Paratus - always ready, were led by Lt. Cmdr
Dorothy C. Stratton. The Marine Corps Women’s Re-
serve was headed by Maj. Ruth Cheyney Streeter. The
WAAC was changed to the WAC establishing it as a
part of the Army and not an auxiliary by a second bill
in July of 1943, signed into law by President Roosevelt.
While decisions were made by the politicians, the first
WAAC contingent was serving at the Allied Forces
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See WOMEN, Page 6
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WOMEN, from Page 5

Headquarters in Algiers, North Africa. By January
1944, the first WACs arrived in the Pacific, and in
July of 1944, WACs landed on the beach at Norman-
dy. There were over 100,000 women in uniform at this
point in time. Nurses were already serving in England
and Egypt.

Women continued to serve overseas through 1945,
and at one point there were more than 2,000 WACs
serving in North Africa alone. From there women
were sent to Italy to serve with the 5th Army, and
these women moved all over Italy during the Italian
campaign handling the communications; they earned
commendations, Bronze Stars and the respect of their
fellow soldiers as they sloughed through mud, lived
in tents, dove into foxholes and dugouts during the
Anzio air raids. During the battle on Anzio, six Army
nurses were killed by the German bombing and straf-
ing of the tented hospital area. Four Army nurses
among the survivors were awarded Silver Stars for ex-
traordinary courage under fire. In all, more than 200
Army nurses lost their lives during World War II.

Toward the end of the war in Europe, the European
Theater boasted WACs stationed across England,
France, and Germany in cities like Berlin, Frankfurt,
Wiesbaden and Heidelberg. If you’re wondering where
were the women of the Navy, Marines and Coast
Guard, ironically regulations did not permit them
to serve overseas until the war was almost over. But
Navy nurses were serving on board hospital ships, in
air evacs, and every place from Australia to the Pa-
cific.

As the war escalated in the Pacific, women were sent
to New Guinea, Leyte and Manila in the Philippines,
as well as the China-Burma-India theater. More than
5,000 women served in the Southwest Pacific area.
Army nurses served throughout the Pacific in increas-
ing numbers between Dec. 7, 1941, and the end of the
war. Nurses were stationed on the islands of Guadal-
canal, New Guinea, Saipan, Guam and Tinian.

A Japanese suicide plane bombed the hospital ship
USS Comfort off Leyte Island. In the attack six nurses,
five medical officers, eight enlisted men, and seven
patients were killed, and four nurses were wounded
Often ignored by history is the story of the women
prisoners of war taken captive during World War
II. Sixty-seven Army nurses and 16 Navy nurses
spent three years as prisoners of the Japanese.
Many were captured when Corregidor fell in 1942

and were subsequently transported to the Santo
Tomas Internment camp in Manila, in the Philip-
pines. Santo Tomas was not liberated until Feb-
ruary 1945. Five Navy nurses were captured on
Guam and interned in a military prison in Japan.
Two days after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, five Navy
nurses, Lts. j.g. Leona Jackson, Lorraine Christian-
sen, Virginia Fogerty and Doris Yetter, under the com-
mand of chief nurse Marion Olds on Guam were taken
prisoner by the Japanese. Nurses received 1,619
medals, citations, and commendations during the
war, reflecting the courage and dedication of all who
served. Sixteen medals were awarded posthumously
to nurses who died as a result of enemy fire. Thirteen
flight nurses died in aircraft crashes while on duty.

Sixteen women received the Purple Heart. The
Bronze Star was awarded to 565 women for meritori-
ous service overseas. More than 700 WACs received
medals and citations at the end of the war. Countless
women served in all branches of the service stateside
and relieved or replaced men for combat duty over-
seas. Women performed admirably in every job imag-
inable including the dedicated Women’s Air Service
pilots who flew military aircraft to destination bases,
suffered casualties, and yet were denied full military
status.

Korea

After World War II, women who were serving in the
military were released from duty and expected to
return to their more traditional roles as wives and
mothers. Not all of America’s leaders felt that a wom-
an’s place was in the home. Gen. Dwight Eisenhower
strongly recommend that women become a part of the
U.S. military. He was backed by several other senior
officers who had worked with women during World
War II and had nothing but praise for their efforts. On
the 12th of June, President Harry Truman signed on
the dotted line, putting Public Law 625, The Women’s
Armed Services Act of 1948 into effect. It opened the
door for dedicated women to serve their country in
peacetime. One thing it did not do, that is often misin-
terpreted, is create separate women’s branches, corps
or forces. The only unit to retain that distinction was
the WAC. The rest of the women in the other branches
of service were, for all intents, but not every purpose,
fully integrated. Or, so the law implied. It just didn’t
happen that way.
Two years later, in June of 1950,
as the overall numbers for women

in the military dropped to a post-
war low, the North Korean Com-
munists crossed the 38th paral-
lel. Truman ordered troops into
South Korea, and within a few
days the Army Nurse Corps was
also there.

More than 120,000 women
served in the armed forces during
the Korean War era.

The 13 Army nurses of the 1st

Army nurses arrive at Normandy in June, 1944.
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MASH and those of the 4th Field
Hospital made the landing in In-
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Women served with distinction in Desert Storm.

chon with Gen. Douglas MacArthur, and by the end of
1950, more than 200 Army Nurse Corps officers were
in Korea. In addition to the nurses actually in Korea,
many women served at support units nearby, in Ja-
pan and other far eastern countries.

By this point in time, the 1950s, almost a million
women had worn the uniform of the United States
Armed Forces. They had been prisoners of war, they
had been wounded, they flew planes, planned strate-
gies, nursed the casualties, and died for this coun-
try.

One of the women who served was Capt. Lillian Kin-
kela Keil, a member of the Air Force Nurse Corps and
one of the most decorated women in the U.S. military.
Keil flew more than 200 air evacuation missions dur-
ing World War II as well as 25 trans-Atlantic crossings.
She went back to civilian flying with United Airlines
after the war, but when the Korean conflict erupted,
she donned her uniform once more and flew several
hundred more missions as a flight nurse in Korea.
Keil was the inspiration for the 1953 movie Flight
Nurse and served as technical advisor to the film. Her
decorations include the European Theater of Opera-
tions with Four Battle Stars; the Air Medal with Three
Oak Leaf Clusters; the Presidential Unit Citation with
One Oak Leaf Cluster; the Korean Service Medal with
Seven Battle Stars; the American Campaign Medal;
the United Defense Medal; and Presidential Citation,
Republic of Korea.

Vietnam era

“Women are warriors the same as men are warriors,
and what this country owes them, if ‘owe’ is the word,
is the same as we give any warrior.

And that everytime we sing “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner”— and we really get off on ‘the rockets red glare,
bombs burstingin air, gave proof through the night that
our flagis still there’—that there are Soldiers, both men
and women, that have given that assurance, and you
‘owe’ for that assurance. And if you don’t want to pay
it, don’t sing the song,” said Liz Allen, RVN, 67-68

All women who served in Vietnam were volunteers,
whether civilian or military. At one time there was
discussion about drafting women nurses, but this
was never implemented. Some women military asked
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to go to Vietnam, and some were sent against their
wishes and even against recruiter’s promises, but all
were volunteers because they voluntarily signed up
for the military.

“The military, which prided itself on the records
it kept in Vietnam — counting the enemy number
of weapons captured, for example — cannot, to this
day, say with certainty how many women served. The
army that sent them never bothered to count them.
The estimate most frequently given is that a total of
7,500 served in the military in Vietnam,” said Laura
Palmer, former Vietnam War correspondent.

Desert Storm

The conflict in the Persian Gulf began on Aug. 2,
1990, after talks between Iraq and Kuwait did not
resolve grievances over oil pricing. Iraq’s President
Saddam Hussein, sent armies to invade Kuwait.
On the day of Kuwait’s invasion, President George
H.W. Bush placed a U.S. economic embargo
against Iraq. The United Nations Security Coun-
cil quickly followed suit. On Aug. 7, after Saddam
Hussein refused to remove his troops from Kuwait,
Bush ordered Operation Desert Shield to begin.
Efforts by the U.N. Security Council for a peaceful res-
olution with Iraq proved futile. On Jan. 15, the council
appealed to Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait — nothing
happened —at noon the deadline for peace had passed.
On Jan. 16 Operation Desert Storm began. By Feb.
25, thousands upon thousands of Iraqi soldiers aban-
doned their stockpiles of equipment, weapons and
ammunition and surrendered. On Feb. 27, the Iraqi
military was scattered and defeated, and Kuwait was
liberated.

Mobilization for the Gulf War included an un-
precedented proportion of women from the ac-
tive forces (seven percent) as well as the Re-
serve and National Guard (17 percent). It was
the largest female deployment in U.S. history.
Over 40,000 U.S. military women served in key combat-
support positions throughout the Persian Gulf Region.
Women in Desert Storm did everything the male troops
did except engage in ground combat — they could es-
sentially get fired upon — they just weren’t, by exist-
ing regulations, theoretically allowed to shoot back!
“I was a female paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne
Division during Desert Shield/Desert Storm. I want
to make you aware of the fact that the females in the
82nd were among the ground troops that pushed into
Iraq during the ground war...and we most definitely
could shoot back, “ said an anonymous Soldier

Sixteen women died during the war, and two were
held prisoner.

More than 40,000 were deployed and several thou-
sand more served stateside in essential mission-sup-
port roles. The service women of the ‘O0s served in the
mainstream of the mission goals of Desert Storm and
demonstrated that women perform as well as men.

Global War on Terror
They gave their lives in the Pentagon attack: Petty

See WOMEN, Page 8
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Officer Jamie Lynn Fallon, 23; Spc. Chin Sun Pak,
24; Staff Sgt. Maudlyn A. White, 38; Lt. Col. Karen J.
Wagner, 40; Petty Officer Marsha Dianah Ratchford,
34; Petty Officer Melissa Rose Barnes, 27 and Sgt. Ta-
mara C. Thurman, 25.

The following women have died in support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom:

Among the Marines killed in the C130
crash in Pakistan was Radio Operator, Sgt.
Jeannette L. Winters, 25, of Du Page, Illi-

nois. She joined the Marine Corps in 1997.
Winters was the first woman Marine killed in a hos-
tile fire zone.

Lost at Sea —Lt. Terri Sue Fessner, pilot, HH-60B
helicopter crash.

Air Force Staff Sgt. Anissa A. Shero, 31, of Grafton,
W.V. was killed in a plane crash in Afghanistan. She
was a Loadmaster with the Air Force’s 16th Special
Operations Wing of Hurlburt Field, Fla. on duty in
Afghanistan.

1st Lt. Tamar Archuleta, a JJ-60 Pavehawk pilot,
41st Expeditionary Rescue Squadron, died in a heli-
copter crash in Afghanistan while performing a medi-
cal airlift mission.

Pfc. Lori Piestewa, 23, was the first Native American
woman killed by enemy action in our nation’s wars.

Sgt. Melissa Valles, 26, of Eagle Pass, Texas, died in
Balad, Iraq as a result of non-combat injuries.

Staff Sgt. Kimberly A. Voelz, 27, of Carlisle, Pa. was
killed in Iskandariyah, Iraq, as her unit was respond-
ing to an explosive ordinance disposal call.

Spc. Alyssa R. Peterson, 27, died from what was
described as a “non-combat weapons discharge.”

Pfc. Analaura Esparza Gutierrez, 21, of Houston,
was killed in Tikrit, Iraq. Esparza Gutierrez was in a
convoy that was hit by rocket-propelled grenades.

Pfc. Rachel Bosveld, 19, was killed during a mortar
attack in Baghdad, Iraq. Bosveld, a member of the
527th Military Police, is from Waupun, Wis.

Pfc. Karina S. Lau, 20, Livingston, Calif.,was killed
in a helicopter crash in Iraq.

Spc. Frances M. Vega, 20, of Fort Buchanan, Puerto
Rico. assigned to the 151st Adjutant General Postal
Detachment 3, Fort Hood, Texas, was killed in a heli-
copter crash.

Chief Warrant Officer Sharon T. Swartworth, 43,
of Virginia was killed when her UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopter was shot down in Tikrit. Swartworth was
the regimental warrant officer for the Judge Advocate
General Office, based at Headquarters, Department of
the Army, Pentagon.

Capt. Kimberly N. Hampton, 27, of Easley, S.C., was
killed in Fallujah, Iraq. Hampton, was the pilot on a
Kiowa, OH-58, observation helicopter when it was
shot down by enemy groundfire and crashed. She was
assigned to 1st Battalion, 82nd Aviation Battalion,
82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.

Sgt. Keicia M. Hines, 27, of Citrus Heights, Calif.,
died when she was struck by a vehicle on Mosul Air-
field in Mosul, Iraq. Hines was assigned to the 108th
Military Police, Combat Support Co., Fort Bragg.

Helicopter crew chief instructor Staff Sgt. Lori Anne
Privette, 27, died when a UH-1N Huey helicopter
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crashed during a training flight. Privette joined the
Marine Corps in August 1994, and had just returned
from serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Army Pfc. Holly J. McGeogh, 19, of Taylor, Mich. was
among three Soldiers killed when a homemade bomb
exploded along a road near Kirkuk, Iraq, as their con-
voy passed by. She and the two other Soldiers were
assigned to Company A, 4th Forward Support Battal-
ion, 4th Infantry Division, from Fort Hood.

Pfc. Nichole M. Frye, 19, of Lena, Wis., died in
Baqubah, Iraq, when an improvised explosive device
struck her convoy. Frye was assigned to Company A,
415th Civil Affairs Battalion, U.S. Army Reserve, Kal-
amazoo, Mich.

Capt. Gussie M. Jones, 41, died in Iraq. Jones was
a surgical nurse assigned to the 31st Combat Support
Hospital from Fort Bliss, Texas. Her death was as a
result of a non-combat cause, possibly a heart attack.
Jones served in the military for 15 years rising from
the ranks to become an Army nurse in 1998.

Spc. Tyanna S. Felder, 22, of Bridgeport, Conn.,
died in Balad, Iraq, of injuries sustained in Mosul
when her convoy vehicle was hit with an improvised
explosive device. Felder was assigned to the Army’s
296th Brigade Support Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 2nd
Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Pvt. Michelle Witmer, 20, died when her Humvee
came under attack. She had been stationed in Bagh-
dad with the 32nd Military Police Company of the Wis-
consin National Guard. Her sister, Rachel, 24, is with
the same unit, which had been expected to prepare
within days to leave Iraq. Charity Witmer, Michelle’s
twin sister, was sent to Iraq as a medic with Company
B of the Wisconsin Guard’s 118th Medical Battalion.

Spc. Isela Rubalcava, 25, of El Paso, Texas, died in
Mosul, when a mortar round hit near her. Rubalcava
was assigned to the 296th Combat Support Battalion,
3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division (Stryker Brigade
Combat Team), Fort Lewis.

Pfc. Leslie D. Jackson, 18, of Richmond, Va., died in
Baghdad when her military vehicle hit an improvised
explosive device, as she was returning to Camp Eagle.
Jackson was assigned to A Company, 115th Forward
Support Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division, Ft. Hood.

Pfc. Melissa J. Hobart, 22, of Ladson, S.C., died in
Baghdad after collapsing while on guard duty. Hobart
was assigned to Company E, 215th Forward Support
Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division, Fort Hood.

Sgt. 1st Class Linda Ann Tarango-Griess, 33, of Sut-
ton, Neb., died in Samarra, Iraq, when an improvised
explosive device detonated near her convoy vehicle.
Tarango-Griess was assigned to the 267th Ordnance
Company, Nebraska National Guard, Lincoln, Neb.

Sgt. Tatjana Reed, 34, of Fort Campbell, Ky. died in
Samarra, when an improvised explosive device deto-
nated near her convoy vehicle. Reed was assigned to
the 66th Transportation Company from Kaiserslaut-
ern, Germany.

Sgt. Shawna M. Morrison, 26, of Champaign, Ill.
died in Baghdad, from wounds sustained during a
mortar attack. Morrison, who handled computer and
satellite communications for her unit was assigned
to the Army National Guard’s 1544th Transportation
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Company, Paris, Ill.

Sgt. Pamela G. Osbourne, 38, was killed in Bagh-
dad, when two rockets impacted the camp where she
served as a supply sergeant. Osbourne was assigned
to the Army’s Division Artillery, 1st Cavalry Division,
Fort Hood.

Spc. Jessica L. Cawvey, 21, of Normal, Ill., died in
Fallujah when an improvised explosive device deto-
nated near her convoy vehicle. Cawvey was assigned
to the Army National Guard’s 1544th Transportation
Company.

Sgt. Cari A. Gasiewicz, 28, of Depew, N.Y., died in
Baqubah. She was killed when two improvised explo-
sive devices detonated near her convoy. Gasiewicz was
assigned to the 202nd Military Intelligence Battalion,
513th Military Intelligence Brigade, Fort Gordon, Ga.

Sgt. Tina S. Time, 22, from Tucson, Ariz., died near
Cedar, Iraq, when she was involved in a vehicle acci-
dent. Time was assigned to the Army Reserve’s 208th
Transportation Company, Tucson. Time, was the first
American-Samoan woman to die in the war.

Sgt. Jessica M. Housby, 23, of Rock Island, Ill., died
in Route Golden, Iraq when an improvised explosive
device detonated near her convoy. Housby was as-
signed to the Army National Guard’s 1644th Trans-
portation Company, Rock Falls, Ill.

Spc. Katrina L. Bell-dohnson, 32, of Orangeburg,
S.C., died in Ba’qubah, Iraq, when she was involved
in a vehicle accident. Bell-Johnson was assigned to
the Army’s 418th Transportation Company, 180th
Transportation Battalion, Fort Hood.

Spc. Lizbeth Robles, 31, of Vega Baja, Puerto Rico
died from injuries sustained in a military vehicle ac-
cident that occurred in Bayji, Iraq. She was assigned
to the Army’s 360th Transportation Company, 68th
Corps Support Battalion, 43rd Area Support Group,
Fort Carson, Colo.

Spc. Adriana N. Salem, 21, of Elk Grove Village, Ill.,
died in Remagen, Iraq when her military vehicle rolled
over. Salem was assigned to the 3rd Forward Support
Battalion, Division Support Command, 3rd Infantry
Division, Fort Stewart, Ga.

Spc. Chrystal G. Stout, 23, of Travelers Rest, S.C.,
assigned to the Army National Guard’s 228th Signal
Brigade in Spartanburg, was among the Soldiers killed
when a CH-47 helicopter crashed in a sandstorm in
Ghanzi, Afghanistan.

Sgt. Maj. Barbaralien Banks, 41, of Harvey, La.,
assigned to Division Artillery, 25th Infantry Division
(Light), Schofield Barracks, Hawaii was also killed in
the CH-47 helicopter crash.

Pfc. Sam W. Huff, 18, died in Baghdad of inju-
ries sustained when an improvised explosive device
detonated near her vehicle. Huff was assigned to the
170th Military Police Company, 504th Military Police
Battalion, 42nd Military Police Brigade, Fort Lewis.
She was from Tucson.

Spc. Aleina Ramirez-Gonzalez, 33, of Hormigueros,
Puerto Rico, died in Tikrit when a mortar struck her
forward operating base. Ramirez-gonzalez was as-
signed to the 3rd Brigade Troop Battalion, 3rd Infan-
try Division, Fort Stewart.

Spc. Carrie L. French, 19, of Caldwell, Idaho, died
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U.S. Air Force Capt. Shiela Arrington, a flight nurse with the
459th Aeromedical Staging Squadron, checks the medical
chart for a burn victim. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Rusti Caraker)

in Kirkuk when an improvised explosive device hit the
front of her convoy vehicle. French was assigned to
the Army National Guard 145th Support Battalion,
Boise, Idaho.

Lance Cpl. Holly A. Charette, 21, from Cranston,
R.I., died from wounds sustained when a suicide,
vehicle-borne, improvised explosive device struck her
vehicle in Fallujah. She was assigned to Headquarters
Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine Expedition-
ary Force, Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Cpl. Ramona M. Valdez, 20, of Bronx, N.Y., died
while traveling in a convoy that was attacked by a
suicide, vehicle-borne, improvised explosive device
in Fallujah. She was assigned to Headquarters Bat-
talion, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Lejeune.

Petty Officer 1st Class Regina R. Clark, 43, of Cen-
tralia, Wash., died in a convoy that was attacked by a
vehicle-borne improvised explosive device in Fallujah.
She was a culinary specialist deployed with Naval
Construction Region Detachment 30, Port Hueneme,
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Calif., and was temporarily as-
signed to II Marine Expeditionary
Force (Forward).

Staff Sgt. Tricia L. Jameson,
34, of Omaha, Neb., died in Tre-
bil, Iraq. Jameson, a health care
specialist, was responding to a
casualty incident when a second-
ary improvised explosive device
detonated near her location. She
was assigned to 313th Medical
Company, Army National Guard,
Lincoln, Neb.

Pvt. Lavena L. Johnson, of Flo-
rissant, Mo., died near Balad. She
was assigned to the 129th Corps
Support Battalion.

1st Lt. Laura M. Walker, 24,
of Texas was killed in Kandahar,
Afghanistan, when an impro-
vised explosive device detonated
beneath her HMMWYV during
ground assault convoy operations.
Walker was assigned to the Army’s
864th Engineer Combat Battalion
(Heavy), 555th Maneuver En-
hancement Brigade (Provisional),
Fort Lewis.

Airman 1st Class Elizabeth N. Jacobson, 21, of
Riviera Beach, Fla., died near Camp Bucca, Iraq
when an improvised explosive device detonated near
her convoy vehicle. Jacobson was assigned to the
17th Security Forces Squadron, Goodfellow Air Force
Base, Texas.

Spc. Toccara R. Green, 23, of Rosedale, Md., died
in Al Asad, Iraq where multiple improvised explosive
devices detonated near her unit during convoy op-
erations. Green was assigned the Army’s 57th Trans-
portation Company, 548th Corps Support Battalion,
Fort Drum, N.Y.

Sgt. Julia V. Atkins, 22, of Bossier City, La., died
in Baghdad when an improvised explosive device
detonated near her HMMWYV during patrol opera-
tions. Atkins was assigned to the 64t