Great American Family Award Competition Process
Eligibility:  All USASMDC family members (soldiers and their family members, civilian employees and their family members).  Award honorees will be selected based on project or program achievements, innovation, ongoing involvement, and ability to meet community and family needs.
Step-by-Step Nomination Process
1. Answer the four (4) questions prescribed in the nomination criteria.

a. Question 1.  Detail how the individual growth of the family (including parents) has been encouraged and supported.  Growth can be intellectual, emotional, social, spiritual, etc.  Include specific accomplishments, challenges overcome, and honors received.  How has the family helped each other or been changed?  Mention useful experiences or approaches that may provide useful “best practices” or insights to other families.

b. Question2.  Detail how teamwork and love is nurtured in the home.   How have family members shared quality time together?  How has the family coped with deployments and avoided challenges that confront many families?

c. Question 3.  Detail how the family extends friendship and community service to others in the community.  What volunteer activities has the family undertaken?  What challenges have they tackled?  How has the family (individually or as a unit) helped others attain their goals and dreams?  Mention successes, affiliations, years of service, recognitions received.  We are interested in compassionate services to individuals and organizations.  Mention innovations or unique approaches to solving problems.

d. Question 4.  How have family members advanced educational, cultural or social opportunities in the family?  (examples of positive family home life through leadership initiatives).
2. Submit cover letter of nomination signed by the individual’s Major Subordinate Element Commander / Director or designated representative.  

3. Family photo (recommended, not required).
4. Supporting material (videos, photos, news articles (recommended, not required)).
5. Mail complete nomination packages with cover letter endorsement to:  
USASMDC, 1941 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Crystal Mall 4, Suite 900, 
ATTN: Portia Davidson, Arlington, VA  22202  

6. Nomination packages must be received NLT 1 May 2004
7. All entries will be compiled and submitted to the designated judges.  Nomination packages will be reviewed and judged using the competition score sheet.
8. In the event of a tie score, additional points will be added to the overall score for nomination packages whose overall packet contains videos, photographs, newspaper articles, and other endorsements / items of recognition.

9. Winners and MSEs will be notified NLT 1 June 2004.
10. USASMDC will submit Great American Family winners to higher-level competitions sponsored by the Association of the United States Army (AUSA) NLT 18 Jun 2004.
11. Winners will represent their units as delegates to the USASMDC AFAP Conference 3-6 August 2004 in Arlington, Virginia.
