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Summary
From Research to Reality, SMDC … Relevant and Ready

The U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command (SMDC) is a Major 

Army Command (MACOM) and serves as the Army Service Component 

Command (ASCC) to U.S. Strategic Command. SMDC conducts space opera-

tions and provides planning, integration, control, and coordination of Army 

forces and capabilities. SMDC serves as the Army’s proponent for space 

and ground-based midcourse defense and operational integrator for global 

ballistic missile defense. The command also plays a key role in research, 

development, and acquisition of future technologies as part of its Title 10 

responsibilities. SMDC partners with the Missile Defense Agency, support-

ing its quest to build a missile defense capability for our nation and takes 

pride in moving warfighting technologies from concept to operations.

Secure the High Ground

• ASCC five mission areas are global in 
nature:

 – space operations
 – global strike
 – missile defense
 – information operations
 – command and control, 

communications, computers, 
intelligence, surveillance, and 
reconnaissance (C4ISR)

• Units located worldwide

• Ensures warfighters have access to space 
assets and products

• Supports missile defense research and 
development
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 The U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command (SMDC) 
is the Army Service Component Command (ASCC) to the U.S. 
Strategic Command (STRATCOM) and is a Major Army Command 
(MACOM) with Title 10 responsibilities. SMDC’s ASCC missions 
include space operations, information operations, global strike, 
integrated missile defense, and command and control, communi-
cations, computers, intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance 
(C4ISR). From its headquarters in Arlington, Va., SMDC oversees 
a number of Army elements around the globe:
 
 • The 1st Space Brigade in Colorado Springs, Colo., conducts 

space operations to enable delivery of decisive combat power. 
Part of 1st Space Brigade is the 1st Satellite Control Battalion 
that provides assured communications for command and 
control, critical intelligence, video teleconferences and lo-
gistics. The battalion’s Theater Missile Warning Company 
operates Joint Tactical Ground Stations (JTAGS) that provide 
early warning of missile launches to deployed U.S. forces 
worldwide. The battalion’s Army Space Support Company 
provides capabilities, expertise, and products in support of 
the warfighter as he plans and executes the full spectrum of 
military operations.

 • The 100th Missile Defense Brigade (Ground-based Midcourse 
Defense), Colorado Army National Guard, will oversee the 
GMD system. The 49th Missile Defense Battalion, supported 
by the Alaska Army National Guard, operates the GMD fire 
control network, provides positive operational control over 
the interceptors at Fort Greely, Alaska, and ensures protective 
security to the systems deployed there.

 • SMDC manages the Army’s astronauts at the NASA Astronaut 
Detachment at the Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas. 
SMDC is also the Army proponent for space operations of-
ficers.

 • The TRADOC System Manager Ground-based Midcourse 
Defense (TSM GMD) in Arlington, Va., and Huntsville, Ala., 
integrates and manages GMD user activities within the 
Army. 

 • The Technical Center (TC) in Huntsville, Ala., is the research 
and development element of the command. The Technical 
Center performs directed energy, space, and missile defense 
research and development. The TC works with the Missile 
Defense Agency to develop missile defense technologies for 
the nation. It also is the command’s lead organization and 

executing agent for developmental and operational test and 
evaluation, for the following test facilities and support activi-
ties:

   – The High Energy Laser Systems Test Facility (HELSTF) 
at White Sands Missile Range, N.M., serves as a national 
center for high-energy laser research, development, testing, 
and evaluation. It is the only laser facility capable of plac-
ing continuous wave megawatt laser light on a variety of 
targets.

  – The U.S. Army Kwajalein Atoll/Ronald Reagan Ballistic 
Missile Defense Test Site’s unique geographical location 
in the central Pacific, with its unmatched suite of radars, 
instrumentation, and test support facilities offers extensive 
flexibility for ballistic missile testing and space-object 
tracking.

 
 • The Future Warfare Center (FWC), with offices in Huntsville, 

Ala.; Colorado Springs, Colo.; and Arlington, Va., develops 
the Army’s space and missile defense doctrine and concepts, 
validates requirements, and ensures Army-wide solution 
integration. The FWC rapidly moves innovations for space, 
missile defense, C4ISR, and information operations to the 
warfighter through prototype development, experimentation 
and wargames, analytical assessments, and model and simula-
tion development. Additional services provided by the FWC 
include management of High Performance Computer centers, 
threat scenario design, command and control engineering, 
and Advanced Concept Technology Demonstration (ACTD) 
management.

 • The Technical Interoperability and Matrix Center (TIMC) in 
Huntsville, Ala., integrates technical and operational require-
ments with materiel developers, improves interoperability 
for our Joint and Coalition warfighters, and advances space 
and integrated Air and Missile Defense. TIMC also oversees 
co-located program matrix employees.
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