The U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command

American Military University

Cooperative Masters Degree Program

U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command and American Military University have entered into a cooperative degree program agreement this date that allows graduates of the Space Operations Officer Qualification Course (SOOQC) an opportunity to complete a Master of Science in Space Studies through shared academic credits between U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command and American Military University.

This agreement explains the cooperative degree program in terms of its development, student eligibility, participation, format, credits awarded for successful completion of the SOOQC, American Military University coursework required, and tuition rates.

THE U.S. ARMY SPACE AND MISSILE DEFENSE COMMAND (USASMDC)

As the Army proponent for space, the Army Space and Missile Defense Command (USASMDC) and its Force Development and Integration Center in Colorado Springs conduct the Space Operations Officer Qualification Course (SOOQC). The 8-week Space Operations Officer Qualification Course that is conducted in Colorado Springs qualifies successful candidates to be designated Space Operations Officers.  The coursework  includes the study of orbits, satellite communications, command and control, space-based position, navigation, and timing, space-based intelligence collection and surveillance and battlefield characterization, missile warning, obtaining and processing weather, terrain and environmental monitoring data, joint and interagency space operations, support to joint space infrastructure and operations, space control operations to include the areas of surveillance, negation, protection, and prevention in support of offensive and defensive counter space operations.

AMERICAN MILITARY UNIVERSITY

American Military University is one of three member institutions within the American Public University System.   The University is a private, proprietary, degree-granting learning community of faculty, students, staff, and graduates. We offer a non-traditional, distance education system using the most current technology to deliver personal, individualized instruction.  We serve members of the national security community and other scholars in the public and private sectors who seek a rigorous program of higher education that is responsive to their individual needs.  We focus on motivated first-time, continuing, and returning adult learners and working professionals who seek self-directed professional growth and personal development in a way that accommodates and enhances their other commitments to life and work. 

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

The U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command/American Military University cooperative degree program was developed in accordance with the American Council on Education’s Joint Statement on the Transfer and Award of Credit, which contains guidelines approved by the Council of High Education Accreditation (CHEA) and the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO).  Both the Space Operations Officers Qualification Course and American Military University curricula were evaluated to ensure there was educational quality, comparability of the nature, content, and level of learning experiences appropriate and applicable to the student’s educational goals.  Information from program catalogs and discussions between knowledgeable and experienced faculty and academic administrators at both academic institutions were used in developing the arrangement.

RECOGNIZED SOOQC CREDITS AND CROSS-LISTING

SOOQC course titles and cross-listing with American Military University coursework are as follows:

SOOQC Space Environment (3SH)


(substitute for SP519 - The Psychology and Physiology of Space)

SOOQC Space Communications (3SH)


(substitute for SP546 Satellite Communications)

SOOQC Operations Research (3SH)


(substitute for RC555 Research Methods for Space Studies)

SOOQC Operations Management (3SH)


(substitute for SP576 - Space Operations Structure and Design

SOOQC Space Integration (3 SH)


(substitute for SP500 - Introduction to Space Studies)

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SPACE STUDIES

Participants in this cooperative degree program may major in the Master of Science in Space Studies.  The above listed 15 credits of SOOQC coursework will be awarded for successful completion of the SOOQC leaving 21 credits of American Military University coursework for degree completion.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
Master of Science in Space Studies American Military University requires a student to complete 36 credit hours, plus pass the Space Studies Comprehensive Examination at the conclusion of his/her studies.  One 3-credit Required course, four 3-credit Core courses form the foundation for the study, followed by four 3-credit Major courses and three 3-credit Electives taken from other disciplines to expand the student’s intellectual horizons. After reviewing USASMDC’s curriculum for the 8-week course, the University has offered graduates of this training to receive 15 credits toward a Master of Science in Space Studies.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

Students who have successfully completed SOOQC are eligible to pursue the Master of Science in Space Studies program at American Military University.  They will be required to complete a total of 21 semester hours of American Military University coursework consisting of the following with the exception of those SOOQC courses that are indicated as cross-listed:

Required Course (1) 

RC555 - Research Methods in Space Studies – SOOQC Cross-listed

Core Courses (4)

SP500 - Introduction to Space Studies – SOOQC Cross-listed

SP501 - Introduction to Orbital Mechanics

SP572 - History of Space

AW523 - Space Warfare, or

SP545 - Remote Sensing Satellites

Major Courses (4)

AW521 - Strategic Nuclear Warfare

AW523 – Space Warfare 

AW570 - National Missile Defense


SP519 - The Psychology and Physiology of Space – SOOQC Cross-listed

NS530 - National/International Security & Space 

SP502 - Current and Emerging Space Powers

SP517 - Comets, Asteroids, and Meteors

SP576 - Space Operations Structure and Design – SOOQC Cross-listed

SP544 - Rocket Propulsion

SP545 - Remote Sensing Satellites 

SP546 - Satellite Communications -- SOOQC Cross-listed

SP571 - Space Law

SP573 - Russian Space History and Programs

SP574 - Space Policy

SP575 - National Space Organization

SP589 - The Economy and Space 

Students will select three additional electives from other course offerings from American Military University electives from other graduate courses not taken to meet required, core, or major requirements.
Students will be required to take a Separate Comprehensive Examination (SP700) once all other degree requirements have been met.

TRANSFER OF CREDITS/ELIGIBILITY

To receive credit for SOOQC completion, SOOQC graduates must submit documentation reflecting successful completion of SOOQC.

This Agreement will apply to those graduates completing the previous SOOQC whereby the SOOQC curriculum is the same as or equivalent to the current SOOQC.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Requirements for admission to American Military University are as follows:

1. Completion of a bachelor’s degree from a nationally or regionally accredited college or university and submission of an official transcript reflecting conferral of degree.

2. Completion and submission on-line of the American Military University graduate application form.

3. Participants in this program will not be required to complete separate graduate entrance examinations such as Graduate Record Exam (GRE), Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT), or Miller’s Analogy Test (MAT).  Letters of recommendation will not be required. 

All students should consult the academic policies and procedures section of the current American Military University Graduate Studies on-line Catalog concerning admissions, enrollment and academic policies.

TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Students should refer questions regarding TA eligibility, TA annual limitations, VA, and VA/TA Top Up to an Education Counselor in their servicing Education Services Office.  At present, commissioned or warrant officers using Tuition Assistance are involuntarily extended on active duty for two years following the end of the last term that TA was used.  Specifics on this requirement should be discussed with an education counselor.
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