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MAJ Patrick Mullins


3072a Wayne Place

West Point, NY  10996
Dear MAJ Mullins:


    Congratulations on your selection to attend the Functional Area (FA) 40 Space Operations Officer Qualification Course (SOOQC) class 04-02 that begins on 8 Sep and end 19 November 2004.  Functional Area 40 is one of seven functional areas in the Information Operations Career Field.  The United States Army Space and Missile Defense Command is proud to be the proponent for this new functional specialty and as the Director of Force Development and Integration Center, I want to personally welcome you to what promises to be an interesting and rewarding course.  You are at the forefront during a time of innovative space education and training that encompasses greater interaction with the USAF and joint training initiatives associated with the National Security Space Institute concept.  Your training experience will start with three days of orientation and space organizational perspectives in the FDIC classroom.  The following four weeks will be in attendance at the USAF S-200 Space Operations course, followed by six weeks Army specific space training in the FDIC SOOQC classroom.  This incorporation of the S-200 into the SOOQC curriculum will allow you to gain an excellent base of space expertise in a joint training environment followed by a tailored block of army instruction focused on the FA40 skill set, a one-week field trip to the Washington D.C., and a 3-day field trip to Los Angeles and Vandenberg AFB.  The final week is a Capstone Command Post Exercise followed by formal graduation.  For further updates and/or information, go to www.smdc.army.mil/FDIC/Training/Training.html.   
    You will receive very unique and specialized training in your career path as an Army Space Operations Officer.  Your duties are to manage, plan and integrate space system capabilities to benefit the war fighter.  Space Operation Officer duties include planning, analysis and rapid reaction to contingency situations requiring the ability to focus space resources, assimilate diverse information, and make critical decisions in real-time.  You will have the expertise necessary to fully exploit the space component of information operations and will be proficient in all aspects of space operations, which include the four mission areas of space control, force enhancement, force application, and space support. Please contact my training team via the above website for any additional assistance.

Sincerely,

James R. Pierson

Colonel, US Army


Director, Force Development 

  and Integration Center
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