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ANTI-SEMITISM

LESSON OBJECTIVES
LEVEL
MEASURE

A. Identify major causes and sources of anti-Semitism
Knowledge
Written

B. Recognize anti-Semitic stereotypes
Knowledge
Written

C. Discuss Dr. Allport’s levels of intensity as they pertain to anti-Semitism
Comprehension
Written

D. Describe the impact of anti-Semitism in the military
Comprehension
Written

E. Describe anti-Semitic prevention strategies
Comprehension
Written

F. Participate in Genocide practical exercise
Application
ISDE

SUPPORT MATERIAL AND GUIDANCE

Instructional Focus

This lesson focuses on the historical origins of anti-Semitism.  Gain understanding of historical and contemporary examples of anti-Semitism.  Recall the western European origins of anti-Semitism while briefly discussing anti-Semitic stereotypes derived from Eastern Europe.  Define anti-Semitism and discuss its major causes.  Be able to illustrate anti-Semitic stereotypes through use of examples.  Form a relationship between anti-Semitic examples and Allport's hierarchy.  Understand the potential impact of anti-Semitism on the military today and strategies to deal with anti-Semitism when it is found. 

Student Contributions

Take notes and ask questions to clarify material discussed in the lecture.  Demonstrate understanding of material through participation in small group exercises and discussion.

Student Instructional Material

Notetaking Guide

Instructional Method

Lecture (1Hr 30 Min) 

Practical exercise (3 Hrs)
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NOTETAKING GUIDE

A. ANTI-SEMITISM

Definition - Discrimination or prejudice against Jews; dislike or fear of Jews or Jewish things.  This type of prejudice used to be called “Jew-hatred.”

1. Major Causes/Sources

a. Geographic Location - Descendants of Abraham in the pre-Christian era lived along central points of important trade routes in the Middle East.
b. Domination by Christian Church - When the Christian Church dominated Europe, conflict between Jews and Christians arose due to differing religious beliefs.

c. Status in Europe - From the fifth century, Jews were denied citizenship.  Jews had no legal rights in Christian Europe until the eighteenth century.

d. Intensified Cohesiveness - All of the above worked to intensify the cohesiveness of the Jewish people.

e. Fixed Tradition - Anti-Semitism became a fixed tradition in Europe and has subsequently been passed on from generation to generation.
B. ANTI-SEMITIC STEREOTYPES

1. Stereotypes, Stories and Jokes

a. Jews as money hungry and rich

b. Jews as dishonest and unethical

c. Jews as clannish

d. Jews as prideful and conceited

2. Recent Stereotypes and the State of Israel

a. Jews as being disloyal to America

b. Jews as being loyal to Israel

c. Jews as the primary cause of problems in the Middle East

C. ANTI-SEMITISM AND DR. ALLPORT’S LEVELS OF INTENSITY

1. Antilocution

a. Jew him down

b. Hymie town

c. Jewish Navy

d. Jewish American Princess (J.A.P.)

2. Avoidance - Avoiding walking by a synagogue because of fear that it contains “evil things.”

3. Discrimination - Currently prejudice at this level tends to be in the form of social exclusion.

4. Physical attacks - Physical Attacks today are aimed at property, such as synagogues, more than at individuals.

5. Extermination

a. The Holocaust

b. U.S. Examples

D. IMPACT OF ANTI-SEMITISM ON THE MILITARY

1. General Impact

All acts of anti-Semitism may impact on the mission of the unit.  A group fighting against itself cannot form an efficient fighting unit.

2. Specific Incidents

a. Fort Lewis, Washington - swastika paintings

b. Fort Belvoir, Virginia - supervisor posted anti-Semitic cartoons

3. Awareness of Subtleties

Some of the acts are not overt or conscious; the EOA must be aware of subtleties.

4. Cases Not Founded

A ship docked off Bahrain in the Persian Gulf.  A Jewish sailor was told that he could not wear a Star of David necklace off the ship.  The Rabbi assigned to the ship checked and found that Christian sailors were also told not to wear crosses.

E. STRATEGIES FOR COMBATING ANTI-SEMITISM

· Awareness/Education (Non-Victim Focus)

· Legal/Political Sanction (Legislation)--Policy and Regulation

· Participation

· Alliances

· Get Rid of Labels

· Analyze History
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