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SECTION I
Administrative Data


 


Task(s)

a.
Taught or supported in this lesson:

Task Number
Task Title

NA
Facilitate a leaderless discussion.

b.
Reinforced in this lesson:  None.

Academic hours

This lesson plan contains the following academic hours:

Type
Peacetime Hours
Mobilization Hours

Conference
40 minutes
40 minutes

Small Group
110 minutes
110 minutes

Test
0
0

Total Hours
2 hours 30 minutes
2 hours 30 minutes




References

The following references were used in this lesson:

Title
Pages

Student Reference
Chapter 6, pages 6-5 through 6-15.





Student study assignments


The following are student study assignments for this lesson:  Student Reference, Chapter 6, pages 6-5 through 6-15.

Instructional guidance


This lesson plan contains three leaderless discussion lessons: The Brainstorm, The Buzz Session, and The Topic Discussion.  These three methods are similar and may not need to be taught individually.  Based on the number of students or special circumstances, you may assign one or more of the lessons for student presentation.  Specific guidance on each leaderless discussion is contained in each lesson.  Review the lessons, and determine methods most appropriate for your group.
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Brainstorm, Buzz Session, and Topic Discussion


Leaderless discussions have no formal group leader.  The group leader will introduce the topic and depend on the spontaneous, open discussion of group members to achieve the goal of the exercise.

The following table describes the three leaderless discussion methods.  Use it to help determine how to use Lesson 6 with your group.

Method
Description

Brainstorm
Generates possible solutions and ideas to solve problems by separating idea generation from idea evaluation.

Buzz Session
Introduces issues or problems to groups through an intensive, informal discussion.

Topic Discussion
Identifies issues and problems through a discussion of about 30 minutes.  The discussion may require preparation by the student such as advance readings.





Student as SDL


A student at each remote site will present the selected material in Lesson 6.  The student(s) presenting lesson 6a, 6b, or 6c is the SDL for that lesson.  The SDL is responsible for implementing the lesson plan.  You (the instructor) are the SGL.  Your responsibility is to very briefly introduce the lesson and turn over control to SDLs at each remote site.  The students and the SGL (you, the instructor) will evaluate the student’s performance as the SDL.

Materials required for the instruction


a.
Instructor (SDL) materials:


(
Lesson plan for Lesson 6a - The Brainstorm



-
Student handouts for lesson 6a (Appendix C).



-
Performance Evaluation Checklist (Appendix B-B3).


(
Lesson plan for Lesson 6b - The Buzz Session.



-
Performance Evaluation Checklist (Appendix B-B3).


(
Lesson plan for Lesson 6c - The Topic Discussion.



-
Performance Evaluation Checklist (Appendix B-B3).
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Materials required for the instruction, continued


b.
Student materials:


(
Lesson 6a - The Brainstorm.



-
Student Handbook.



-
Student Handouts from Appendix C, lesson plan.



-
Performance Evaluation Checklist (Lesson 6a-B3).


(
Lesson 6b - The Buzz Session.



-
Student Handbook.



-
Performance Evaluation Checklist (Lesson 6b-B3).


(
Lesson 6c - The Topic Discussion.



-
Student Handbook.



-
Performance Evaluation Checklist (Lesson 6c-B3).
Evaluation


a.
Observers will evaluate the SDL’s and group’s performance using the Performance Evaluation Checklist (PEC) at Appendix B.

b.
The SGL will evaluate the SDL’s and group’s performance using the PEC.

c.
The SDL will provide feedback after the PEC reviews.
Testing requirements


a.
Performance Test.


Students will be asked oral questions requiring them to describe some of the aspects of the leaderless discussion methods of small group instruction.  (See Section IV - Summary.)

b.
Written test: None.
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