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The “Hornets’ Nest” at Shiloh

Introduction

Shiloh was the severest battle fought in the West during the war, and but few in the East equaled it for hard, determined fighting. I saw an open field, in our possession on the second day, over which the Confederates had made repeated charges the day before, so covered with dead that it would have been possible to walk across the clearing, in any direction, stepping on dead bodies, without a foot touching the ground.

-General Ulysses S. Grant

On paper, Shiloh was a draw: actually, it was one of the decisive battles of the war. It was a battle the Confederacy simply had to win. For it had been a blow struck to restore a disastrously lost balance, a desperate attempt to reestablish the Confederate frontier in the Kentucky-Ohio Valley. It had failed, and the fact that it had come close to being a dazzling victory did not offset the failure. 

-Bruce Catton 

The horrible sights that I have witnessed on this field I can never describe. No blaze of glory, that flashes around the magnificent triumphs of war, can ever atone for the unwritten and unutterable horrors of the scene.



-Union General James A. Garfield

The South never smiled again after Shiloh. 

-Writer George Washington Cable 

Location 

Hardin County, Tennessee 

Shiloh means “Place of Peace” in Hebrew

Campaign 

Federal Penetration up the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers in 1862 

Principal Commanders 

Union: Major General Ulysses S. Grant and Major General Don Carlos Buell 

Confederate: General Albert Sidney Johnston and General P.G.T. Beauregard 

Forces Engaged 

Union: Army of the Tennessee and Army of the Ohio, 65,085 

Confederate: Army of the Mississippi, 44,968

Estimated Casualties 

Total: 23, 746 

Union: 13,047 

Confederate: 10,699 

After the fall of Forts Henry and Donelson in the winter of 1862, General Albert Sidney Johnston, commander of the Confederate forces in the West, retreated southward, abandoning Kentucky and most of Tennessee. He selected Corinth, Mississippi, as the staging area for a bold strike against Major General Ulysses S. Grant, hoping to destroy his Army of the Tennessee, before it could be reinforced by the Army of the Ohio, commanded by Major General Don Carlos Buell. 

Hoping to capitalize on the Confederate withdrawal, Major General Henry W. Halleck, commander of Union forces in the area, decided to mount an offensive against Johnston at Corinth. He directed Grant to concentrate his troops along the Tennessee River, and wait for reinforcements from Buell. Grant made his base at Shiloh, or Pittsburg Landing, a position in enemy territory with its back to the river. Grant neglected, however, to fortify the encampment. Instead, he spent much of his time drilling his men, many of whom were untested in battle. 

Johnston originally intended to attack Grant on April 4, but muddy terrain, green troops, and poor coordination slowed the Confederate advance and postponed the assault for two days. The delay would prove costly. On the morning of April 6, thousands of screaming Confederates poured out of the woods near Shiloh and routed many of the slumbering northern troops. Many dispirited soldiers broke for the rear and fled to the banks of the Tennessee, refusing to fight. Severely battered and facing disaster, other Federal troops rallied and began making fierce, determined stands. By the afternoon, they had established a formidable battle line at a sunken road, named the “Hornets Nest” by Confederates because of the stinging hail of bullets and shell they faced. Repeated frontal assaults failed to take the stronghold. Finally, a massive artillery barrage and flanking attacks turned the tide and the rebels overwhelmed the northerners, capturing, wounding, or killing most of the stalwart defenders. 

 Earlier in the battle, General Johnston had received a mortal wound while directing a frontline charge against the “Hornets Nest,” and his successor, General P.G.T. Beauregard, suffering from a chronic respiratory illness, took charge. The Confederate assault grew increasingly disorganized and soon faltered. General Grant and his beleaguered Union troops managed to set up another defensive line near Pittsburg Landing, bristling with an array of 53 cannon and bolstered by the fortuitous influx of General Buell’s soldiers. Fighting raged until after dark, but the Federals held. 

By the morning of April 7, the reinforced Union army greatly outnumbered the Confederates. Grant went on the offensive and drove the Confederates back, gaining lost ground. Beauregard, ignorant of Buell’s arrival, launched a counterattack, which failed to break the surging enemy advance. Realizing the battle was lost as his exhausted soldiers gave way and casualties mounted, the Confederate commander retired from the field and retreated to Corinth.  

Shiloh was the largest battle yet fought on the North American continent. It was also the bloodiest to date. The Federals suffered 13,000 casualties. The Confederates lost 11,000. Grant, briefly stripped of command and criticized by many for being surprised at Shiloh, now earned the loyalty of President Abraham Lincoln, who declared:  "I can't spare this man; he fights." Indeed, Shiloh proved to be a critical victory for Union forces, which drove on through the Southern heartland, seizing control of the railway system at Corinth and capturing Memphis. The tenacious Grant besieged and occupied Vicksburg in the summer of 1863, splitting the Confederacy in half and ensuring its eventual demise. 
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Yankees and Rebels Clash at the Battle of Shiloh
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The Generals and Their Intent

The Federal Strategy

General Grant’s Army of the Tennessee was camped near Pittsburgh Landing (Shiloh) on the banks of the Tennessee awaiting the arrival of General Buell’s Army of the Ohio. Grant believed the western Confederate armies were nearly beaten and demoralized. After joining with Buell, he planned to strike south and capture the critical railroad junction at Corinth, Mississippi, about twenty-two miles away. Focused on attacking the rebels, Grant chose not to erect any fortifications at Shiloh.

When I reassumed command on the 17th of March I found the army divided, about half being on the east bank of the Tennessee at Savannah, while one division was at Crump's landing on the west bank about four miles higher up, and the remainder at Pittsburg landing, five miles above Crump's. The enemy was in force at Corinth, the junction of the two most important railroads in the Mississippi valley—one connecting Memphis and the Mississippi River with the East, and the other leading south to all the cotton states. Still another railroad connects Corinth with Jackson, in west Tennessee. If we obtained possession of Corinth the enemy would have no railroad for the transportation of armies or supplies until that running east from Vicksburg was reached. It was the great strategic position at the West between the Tennessee and the Mississippi rivers and between Nashville and Vicksburg.

When all reinforcements should have arrived I expected to take the initiative by marching on Corinth, and had no expectation of needing fortifications though this subject was taken into consideration. [Col. J. B.] McPherson, my only military engineer, was directed to lay out a line to intrench. He did so, but reported that it would have to be made in rear of the line of encampment as it then ran. The new line, while it would be nearer the river, was yet too far away from the Tennessee, or even from the creeks, to be easily supplied with water, and in case of attack these creeks would be in the hands of the enemy. The fact is, I regarded the campaign we were engaged in as an offensive one and had no idea that the enemy would leave strong intrenchments to take the initiative when he knew he would be attacked where he was if he remained. This view, however, did not prevent every precaution being taken and every effort made to keep advised of all movements of the enemy.

-Major General Ulysses S. Grant

-Commanding, Army of the Tennessee 

I always acted on the supposition that we were an invading army; that our purpose was to move forward in force, make a lodgment on the Memphis & Charleston road, and thus repeat the grand tactics of Fort Donelson, by separating the rebels in the interior from those at Memphis and on the Mississippi River. We did not fortify our camps against an attack, because we had no orders to do so, and because such a course would have made our raw men timid. The position was naturally strong, with Snake Creek on our right, a deep, bold stream, with a confluent (Owl Creek) to our right front; and Lick Creek, with a similar confluent, on our left, thus narrowing the space over which we could be attacked to about a mile and a half or two miles.

-Brigadier General William T. Sherman

-Commanding, Fifth Division

-Army of the Tennessee
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Map of the Shiloh Battlefield

The Confederate Strategy
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General Albert S. Johnston, commander of the Confederate Army of the Mississippi, hoped to attack Grant’s forces before General Buell’s arrival. The plan of attack, drawn up by General P.G.T. Beauregard, depended on complete surprise. The strategy, however, proved too complex for Johnston’s inexperienced staff officers to execute properly. Problems arose from the start. Raw troops, drenching showers, muddy roads, and sloppy coordination postponed the onset of the Confederate assault, a delay that proved costly. In addition, Beauregard’s attack formation—four corps in column by line of battle—proved unwieldy. General William Hardee’s corps, leading the attack, struggled to maneuver in the early fighting. Following units, once engaged, became inextricably jumbled with those in the front, making it extremely difficult for the Confederate commanders to control their troops in the heat of battle. When Johnson was mortally wounded near the peach orchard, the confusion within the Confederate lines only worsened.   
     

Johnston’s battle plan also sought to drive the Union left flank from the Tennessee River and throw it back to Owl Creek, forcing Grant to surrender. Unfortunately, the Confederates had never adequately scouted the layout of the Union camps or the approaches to them. Moreover, the maps used by Johnston’s staff at Shiloh were incorrect. They failed to show the Dill Branch, a steep ravine on the Union left that Confederate troops would have to cross to seize Pittsburg Landing. Not surprisingly, late afternoon assaults across the ravine into the final Union lines foundered in the rough terrain.    

General Johnston's plan of campaign may be summed up in a phrase. It was to concentrate at Corinth and interpose his whole force in front of the great bend of the Tennessee, the natural base of the Federal army: this effected, to crush Grant in battle before the arrival of Buell. This meant immediate and decisive action.

-William Preston Johnston

-Son of General Albert S. Johnston  

On … [March] 2, having ascertained conclusively from the movements of the enemy on the Tennessee River and from reliable sources of information, that his aim would be to cut off my communications in West Tennessee with the Eastern and Southern States, by operating from the Tennessee River, between Crump’s Landing and Eastport as a base, I determined to foil his designs by concentrating all my available troops at and around Corinth.

It was then determined to assume the offensive, and strike a sudden blow at the enemy, in position under General Grant on the west bank of the Tennessee, at Pittsburg, and in the direction of Savannah, before he was re-enforced by the army under General Buell, then known to be advancing for that purpose by rapid marches from Nashville via Columbia.

By a rapid and vigorous attack on General Grant, it was expected he would be beaten back into his transports and the river, or be captured, in time to enable us to profit by the victory and remove to the rear all the stores and munitions that would fall into our hands in such an event before the arrival of General Buell’s army on the scene.

-General P.G.T. Beauregard

-Second-in-Command to General Johnston

-Army of the Mississippi


[image: image10.jpg]MAP
used by the

CONFEDERATE GENERALS
I AT SHILOK




Incorrect Map Used by Confederate Commanders at Shiloh

STOP 1
Fraley Field—The Battle Begins

[image: image11.jpg]



Union Troops Facing Confederate Assault at Shiloh

At first alarm my men were in line and all ready. I was on a rise of ground, men kneeling. The enemy opened a heavy fire on us at a distance of about 200 yards, but most of the shots passed over us. We returned the fire immediately and kept it up. We fought the enemy an hour or more without giving an inch.

-Confederate Major A. B. Hardcastle,

-Third Mississippi Battalion, Third Brigade, Third Corps


-Army of the Mississippi

On Sunday morning . . . at about 6 o’clock, being notified that the picket guard of the First Brigade, Sixth Division, had been attacked and driven in, . . . I advanced with five companies of my command a short distance from the outer line of our encampment. I met the retreating pickets of the First Brigade bringing in their wounded. Those who were for duty I . . . compelled to return to their posts, and learning that the enemy was advancing in force I sent for the remaining five companies of my regiment, which companies having joined me, I ordered an advance and attacked the enemy. . . .  A terrific fire was opened upon us from the whole front of the four or five regiments forming the advance of the enemy, which my gallant soldiers withstood during thirty minutes. . . .  About this time, being severely wounded (the bone of the leg below the knee being shattered), I was compelled to retire from the field.  

-Union Colonel David Moore

-Twenty-First Missouri, First Brigade, Sixth Division

-Army of the Tennessee

The robins had been chirping in the woods since dawn, and the trees were full of their music, when suddenly a sound not so melodious broke in on the ears of the soldiers, an occasional shot from the picket line a mile beyond the camp. . . . [A]s the firing continued . . . wild birds in great numbers, rabbits in commotion, and numerous squirrels came flocking toward the Union lines as though they were being driven from the woods.



-Jesse Bowman Young, Union Private at Shiloh  

It all seemed to me a dream; I seemed to be in a sort of haze, when siz, siz, siz, the minie balls from the Yankee line began to whistle around our ears.



-Sam Watkins, Confederate Private at Shiloh


As dawn broke on Sunday, April 6, Union scouts from General Prentiss’s division encountered Confederate pickets advancing into Fraley Field. A skirmish erupted and the Federals retreated. The Union soldiers raced to join other troops forming in Seay Field to face the massive enemy assault. Hearing the gunfire near Fraley Field, Prentiss desperately tried to rally the rest of his division into a battle line in front of his camps. Most of his men were green and had never faced serious combat. Yet, for over an hour they refused to give ground before the surging Confederates overwhelmed them, throwing them back in disorder to their encampments. So began the Battle of Shiloh.        
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The Confederate Attack

Stop 2

The Invasion of the Union Camps
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Assault on General Prentiss’s Camps

I tried hard to see some living thing to shoot at, for I appeared to be blazing away at shadows. . . . Still advancing, firing as we moved, I at last saw a row of little globes of pearly smoke streaked with crimson, breaking out with sportive quickness from a long line of blue figures in front; and simultaneously, there broke upon our ears an appalling crash of sound, the series of fusillades, following one another with startling suddenness, which suggested . . . a mountain upheaval, with huge rocks tumbling and thundering down a slope. . . . Again and again these loud and quick explosions were repeated, seemingly with increased violence, until they rose to the highest pitch of fury and in unbroken continuity. All the world seemed involved in one tremendous ruin! 

-Confederate Private Henry Stanley

-Company E, 6th Arkansas  

Volley after volley was given and returned, and many fell on both sides, but their numbers were too heavy for our forces. I could see from right to left. They were visible in line, and every hilltop in the rear was covered with them. It was manifest they were advancing, in not only one, but several lines of battle. The whole division fell back to their tents and again rallied, and although no regular line was formed, yet from behind every tree a deadly fire was poured out upon the enemy, which held them in check for about one half-hour, when reinforcements coming to their assistance, they advanced furiously upon our camp, and we were forced again to give way. At this time we lost four pieces of artillery. The division fell back about one-half mile, very much scattered and broken. Here we were posted, being drawn up in line behind a dense clump of bushes. 

-Union Colonel Francis Quinn

-Twelfth Michigan, First Brigade, Sixth Division

-Army of the Tennessee 

While the Confederate troops are lying on the bare ground with one or two blankets & eating fat pork & pickled beef, they have their mattresses & feather beds, blankets, quilts, & comforts, every thing that one's appetite could crave to eat & with stoves to cook on in their tents. 



-A Confederate Soldier at Shiloh Named Horatio 

After smashing the first Union lines, the men of General Hardee’s Confederate Corps swarmed over Prentiss’s camp. Many of the Federals had just awakened and the assault caught them by surprise. They made a brief stand before the Confederates drove them back in confusion around 9 o’clock in the morning. Scores of the disheartened bluecoats fled to Pittsburg Landing, refusing to fight any further. Prentiss managed to assemble 500 survivors and joined other troops forming in the area that became known as the “Hornets’ Nest.” Rummaging through the Union tents, hungry Confederates stopped to feast on delicacies like cheese, fruit, bread, and potatoes, before pursuing the fleeing enemy.                   
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Prentiss Camp Site Today 

Stop 3

Rhea Field—Sherman’s Front Crumbles
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By God, we are attacked.



-General Sherman

 A line of rebel infantry advanced to within 50 yards and were fired into by the left wing and recoiled. Advancing again, they were met by a fire from the regiment, under which they again fell back. At this time Colonel Appler gave the command, ‘Fall back and save yourselves.’ Hearing this order, the regiment fell back in disorder, passing around the flanks of the Illinois Forty-ninth. 

-Union Lieutenant Colonel Robert A. Fulton

-Fifty-Third Ohio, Third Brigade, Fifth Division



-Army of the Tennessee

I placed myself at their head, and we moved rapidly forward until we had passed through a part of the first encampment, the enemy all the while pouring a shower of minie and musket balls from the hills above, until suddenly he opened his batteries with grape and canister with such sure aim and terrible effect that the advancing line was forced to give way and retire behind the thicket and ravine, where I reformed it preparatory to a second advance.

-Confederate Colonel R. M. Russell

 

-Commanding, First Brigade, First Division, First Corps

-Army of the Mississippi


As the battle against Prentiss and his troops raged, the Confederate attackers descended on Sherman’s front lines on the Union right in Rhea Field. The men of the 53rd Ohio tried to stave off the enemy thrust, but as the Confederates surged forward, they wisely chose to withdraw. Alerted by the sound of gunfire, Sherman, accompanied by his staff, rode into Rhea Field shortly after 7 A.M. As he surveyed the battlefield, a band of rebel skirmishers unleashed a volley of bullets, killing Sherman’s orderly, and wounding the General in the right hand. Sherman, followed by his officers, darted safely to the rear, where he coolly began to reform his division near Shiloh Church.  
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Initial Assaults on the Union Lines

Stop 4

Shiloh Church—Sherman Makes a Stand
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Federal Troops at Shiloh Church

Some two or three miles from Pittsburg landing was a log meeting-house called Shiloh. It stood on the ridge which divides the waters of Snake and Lick creeks, the former emptying into the Tennessee just north of Pittsburg landing, and the latter south. This point was the key to our position and was held by Sherman. His division was at that time wholly raw, no part of it ever having been in an engagement; but I thought this deficiency was more than made up by the superiority of the commander. 

-General Grant

On approaching the hill near the encampment of the enemy, where the left wing, which I was ordered to protect, was engaged. I found the skirmishers which had previously been thrown out in front and on our left . . . driven in, and receiving orders . . . to advance, I did so, when the firing became general both in front and to the left of us, to which we replied persistently until the enemy was driven back from his position. The charge of my regiment at this point was most gallantly done, but resulted in a serious loss of my men . . . under the enemy’s crossfire.

-Confederate Colonel William B. Bate

-Second Tennessee, Reassigned to Second Brigade, Third Corps

-Army of the Mississippi 


Confederate brigades continued to press the assault against Sherman’s division as it tried to reorganize near Shiloh Church. Sherman’s men fought stubbornly to hold their positions, inflicting heavy casualties before abandoning their encampments to the surging Confederates. By now, however, the rebel assault lines were badly intermingled. Across the wide battlefield, many soldiers were lost or fighting in isolated pockets and commanders struggled to maintain order amid the chaos. 

Stop 5

The Hamburg-Purdy Road—The Union Right Collapses
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19th Century Print of the Battle of Shiloh 

This was about 10:30 A.M., at which time the enemy had made a furious attack on General McClernand’s whole front. Finding him hard pressed, I moved McDowell’s brigade directly against the left flank of the enemy, forced him back some distance, and then directed the men to avail themselves of every cover—trees, fallen timber, and a wooded valley to our right. We held this position for four long hours, sometimes gaining and at other times losing ground, General McClernand and myself acting in perfect concert and struggling to maintain this line.

-General Sherman

We formed line again on the Purdy Road, but the fleeing mass from the left broke through our lines, and many of our men caught the infection and fled with the . . . crowd. Colonel Sullivan and myself kept together and made every effort to rally our men, but with very poor success. They had become scattered in all directions. We were borne considerably to the left, but finally succeeded in forming a line and had a short engagement with the enemy, who made his appearance shortly after our lines were formed.

-Union Colonel Ralph B. Buckland

-Commanding, Fourth Brigade, Fifth Division

-Army of the Tennessee 

As the Confederates hammered away at his troops near Shiloh Church, Sherman ordered a withdrawal to the Hamburg-Purdy Road. At this spot, Sherman’s men joined up with General John A. McClernand’s division. Confederate brigades crashed against the Union line before it fully formed. The ensuing battle lasted for almost four hours until the Federal forces retreated to Sherman’s final line at the Hamburg-Savannah Road. The fighting along the Purdy Road was intense and brutal, with staggering casualties. One victim was Julius Raith, a Union colonel. While rallying his brigade for an attack, Raith fell wounded with a bullet in his right thigh, the bone shattered. He refused to allow his men to carry him off the field, insisting that they continue the fight. He lay on the ground unattended throughout the day and the rainy night that followed. The next day, Union soldiers discovered him still alive and transferred him to a hospital steamer where doctors amputated his badly infected leg. Weakened by the loss of blood and shock, he died three days later.                          

Stop 6

Johnston’s Death and the Lost Opportunity
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The Death of General Johnston

The last order the Genl gave was to direct me to “order Col Statham of Mississippi to charge that battery.” I immediately delivered the order and rode back to the side of the Genl, said to him “Genl your order is delivered and being executed” just at this moment the Genl sank down in his saddle leaning over to the left I instantly put my left arm around him pulling him to me saying “Genl are you wounded?” He said “yes and I fear seriously.” Capt Wickham being on his left & I upon his right we held him upon his horse until we guided his horse from the crest of the hill to the ravine, where we lifted him from his horse, laid him upon the ground. I took his head in my lap. He never spoke after answering my question though he continued to breathe for 25 or 30 minutes.

-Isham G. Harris

-Governor of Tennessee and Volunteer Member of General Johnston’s Staff 

General Johnston’s death was a tremendous catastrophe. There are no words adequate to express my own conception of the immensity of the loss to our country. Sometimes the hopes of millions of people depend upon one head and one arm. The West perished with Albert Sidney Johnston, and the Southern country followed.

-Confederate Colonel Randall L. Gibson

-Commanding, First Brigade, First Division, First Corps

-Army of the Mississippi


By noon on the first day, the Confederate attack had almost achieved a stunning victory. Yet, the Confederates failed to attain victory because of their inability to sweep up the Union left, as General Johnston desired. Unknown to the Confederates, only a small brigade of inexperienced troops, headed by Colonel David Stuart, defended the far Union left. Johnston, fearing he faced a division, ordered an assault by several brigades on Stuart’s position early in the morning. Difficult terrain, however, slowed the Confederate march and delayed the attack until 11 A.M. Posted on a steep ravine, Stuart’s courageous men held out for two hours against superior numbers before retreating to the river. The road to Pittsburg Landing and Grant’s rear lines lay open, but the Confederates neglected to push the attack, possibly because their faulty maps failed to show the landing’s correct location. 


Johnston’s focus now shifted to the Union center around the Peach Orchard, a scene of intense fighting. Riding to the front of a unit, he led a valiant bayonet charge that routed an entire Yankee brigade from the orchard. During the attack, a stray bullet struck Johnston. His aides searched frantically to find the wound, which had severed an artery in the back of his right knee, but to no avail. The general bled to death, an unused tourniquet in his pocket. His personal physician could have stopped the bleeding, but Johnston had ordered him to tend Union casualties elsewhere. On learning of Johnston’s death, an ailing General Beauregard took command, unsure of what to do next. Already seriously disorganized and now bereft of strong leadership, the Confederate assault stalled. 
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Johnston Death Site Today 

Stop 7

The Peach Orchard and the Bloody Pond
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Union Troops Holding Off Confederates at the Peach Orchard

I was directed . . . to charge quick across the open field, about 300 yards in width, flanked on one side by a fence and dense thicket of forest trees and undergrowth. So soon as the brigade entered the field the enemy opened upon us from his entire front a terrific fire of artillery and musketry, but failed altogether to check our movement until we reached the center of field, when another part of the enemy’s force, concealed and protected by the fence and thicket to our left, opened a murderous cross-fire upon our lines, which caused my command to halt and return their fire.   

-Confederate Major General B.F. Cheatham



-Commanding, Second Division, First Corps

-Army of the Mississippi

At the same time a strong force of very steady and gallant troops formed in columns, doubled on the center, and advanced over the open field in front. They were allowed to approach within 400 yards, when fire was opened from Mann’s and Ross’ batteries, and from the two right regiments of the First Brigade and the Seventeenth and Twenty-Fifth Kentucky, which were thrown forward slightly, so as to flank in column. Under the withering fire they vainly attempted to deploy, but soon broke and fell back under cover, leaving not less than 150 dead and wounded as evidence how our troops maintained their position. The attack on the left was also repulsed, but as the ground was covered with brush the loss could not be judged. 

-Union Brigadier General Stephen A. Hurlbut

 

-Commanding, Fourth Division

-Army of the Tennessee 


While the Confederates assaulted the Union left, severe fighting continued against Federal troops in the “Hornets’ Nest.” Confederate forces slammed against General Hurlbut’s men on the portion of the Sunken Road near the Peach Orchard. The Federals retreated through the orchard, but artillery fire ripped through the lines of rebel attackers, exacting heavy casualties. As the furious volleys of bullets and shell hit the peach trees, a flurry of blossoms fell upon the dead and the dying.  


Close to the orchard was a still pond of water. During the battle, wounded soldiers on both sides crawled or staggered to the pond to quench their thirst or bathe their wounds. Many bled to death, their blood turning the water a dark red. In this manner, the pool of water earned the grisly name of “Bloody Pond.”    
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The Bloody Pond

Stop 8

The “Hornets’ Nest”
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Federals in the “Hornets’ Nest”

Here we had hot work; the enemy were pouring in by thousands, and the fight was terrific, the leaden balls flying thick and fast. But now our situation had become rather serious. We had held our ground against two or three times our number, from eight o’clock in the morning, till this time, late in the afternoon. No orders came for us to fall back, though many other regiments had done so; neither were there any other fresh troops sent, either to relieve or assist us in our desperate struggle. Still, we stood our ground; soldier after soldier fell—some wounded, others killed; yet, undaunted, and determined to do our best till the last, with unwavering spirits, we sent volley after volley into the rebel ranks, which, notwithstanding their superior numbers, told its own story among them.

-Union Chaplain F.F. Kiner

-Fourteenth Iowa, First Brigade, Second Division

-Army of the Tennessee

Three different times did we go into that “valley of death,” and as often were we forced back. 

-Confederate Officer at the “Hornets’ Nest”  


After abandoning his camp in the early morning, General Prentiss retreated with the remnants of his troops to a sunken country lane in the middle of the Union lines. On his right and left were the divisions of Generals W.H.L. Wallace and Stephen Hurlbut. Shortly after 10 A.M., General Grant arrived on the scene and ordered Prentiss to hold his position at all hazards. Prentiss replied he would try. Gunfire from the gritty Federals in the sunken road was so vehement that Confederates dubbed it the “Hornets’ Nest.” Throughout the afternoon and the early evening, the rebels charged the formidable position as a withering barrage of fire cut them down. General Bragg, commanding the attack, stubbornly ordered twelve frontal assaults, each one failing to carry the Yankee stronghold. 


Finally, a frustrated General Daniel Ruggles formed a massive line of 53 cannon in Duncan Field to bombard the obstinate Federals. The guns took aim and opened fire, unleashing a hurricane of shot and shell on the beleaguered defenders. The Confederate infantry soon stormed and overpowered the dazed Federals, capturing a large number of prisoners, including General Prentiss. Yet, the attackers paid an appalling price for their success. Hundreds of soldiers had fallen in the foolhardy assaults. The Confederates were now weak, weary, and hopelessly disorganized. Meanwhile, General Grant had gained valuable time to prepare a line of defense along the bluffs overlooking the Tennessee River from which to make a last ditch stand.        
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Initial Assault on the “Hornets’ Nest”
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The “Hornets’ Nest” on the Verge of Collapse 

Stop 9
Grant’s Last Line and the Union Counterattack
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Union Siege Guns at Pittsburg Landing

Well, Grant, we’ve had the devil's own day, haven’t we?

Yes, lick 'em tomorrow, though.

-Generals Grant and Sherman 

Fighting raged into the twilight hours, but the Union lines stood fast. General Beauregard called off the offensive to rest his worn out troops, secure in the knowledge that he would finish off the Yankees in the morning. Behind the northern lines, a mob of bewildered stragglers, who had fled the battle, cowered near the riverbank. While the Confederates withdrew to the captured Federal camps, 20,000 troops from General Buell’s army were arriving to reinforce Grant’s left flank. Meanwhile, General Lew Wallace’s division, which had become mysteriously lost during the long day’s fighting, had finally arrived to take up position on the right. Supported by a massive artillery concentration and two Union gunboats, Grant’s army was ready to launch a powerful counterattack. The exhausted Confederates spent a miserable night hunkered down in the fields and woods of Shiloh as a torrential rain fell and the Yankee gunboats lobbed shells into their lines. As the sun rose on April 7, the Federals stormed the greatly outnumbered Confederates and forced them to give ground. A second day of fierce fighting ensued. The Confederates put up a staunch defense, but by early afternoon, Beauregard realized he was defeated and began withdrawing his troops to Corinth. The Battle of Shiloh was over. The Union army had prevailed.  
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The Final Line

April 6, 1862

Appendix A

Soldiers’ Lives
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First at Vicksburg

I have never conceived of such trials as we have passed through. We were for days without a morsel of food, excepting occasionally a meal of parched corn. . . . The army was kept on the march day and night, and the roads were in some places waist deep in mud. . . . Many of the men became exhausted and some were actually stuck in the mud and had to be pulled out. . . . The men on the march ran through the gardens . . . devouring every particle of vegetables like the army worm, leaving nothing at all standing. Whenever a cow or hog were found it was shot down and soon dispatched.

-Confederate Soldier Marching from Yorktown to Richmond, 1863     


Civil War battles, while intense, were separated by long periods of inactivity. Tradition dictated that both armies take the winter months off, building semi-permanent winter camps to await the spring thaw. One estimate suggests that in its first two years of operations, the Union’s Army of the Potomac spent a total of only one month in actual battle.


The war’s casual pace fulfilled the expectations of both northern and southern soldiers. Most were too young to remember, much less to have experienced, any organized war. Popular notions of battle were largely derived from articles and picture in popular magazines. Many young men expected war to be conducted in an orderly, even chivalrous fashion. They were in for a rude shock. A young private wrote home that his idea of combat had been that the soldiers “would all be in a line, all standing in a nice level field fighting, a number of ladies taking care of the wounded, but it isn’t so.”


One reason it was not had to do with the extraordinary range of muzzle-loading rifles used by both sides, which quickly turned early battlefields into scenes of sheer chaos and carnage. Although an individual soldier could fire only a few times a minute, the Enfield and Springfield rifles were murderously effective at great distances, thanks in large measure to barrels that were spiral grooved (“rifled”) to spin the bullets and extend their range. In early battles, soldiers marched in tight formation toward an enemy that began killing and wounding them from a quarter of a mile away.


The early Civil War battles thus put a premium on the individual courage of ordinary soldiers, valuing their willingness to move forward relentlessly under withering fire. In the face of such efficient killing, fixed infantry formations soon gave way to the realities of defense and protection. By 1863, the nature of battle had changed considerably, relying on heavy fortifications, elaborate trenches, and distant mortar and artillery fire—more like World War I than the American Revolution or the Mexican War.                         


But battles alone, while obviously important, were not enough to determine the ultimate success of either side. More mundane factors—sanitation, consistent supplies of materiel and food, and sufficient medical care—proved equally important as the war wore on. The North’s stronger industrial base gave it the ability to solve such logistical problems after 1863, an ability that the largely agricultural Confederacy lacked.


Overall, the Civil War proved to be an exhausting, trying experience for the ordinary infantryman who bore the brunt of the fighting. One Vermont soldier wrote after a major battle that he was “so completely worn out that I can’t tell how many days there has been in the last two weeks. . . . I went without sleeping or eating.” The hardships and discomforts experienced on both sides extended far beyond actual fighting. Many soldiers went into battle in ragged uniforms, even without shoes. A Georgia major reported after Manassas that he “carried into the fight over one hundred men who were barefoot, many of whom left bloody footprints among the thorns and briars through which they rushed.” 


Supplies of rations on both sides were sporadic at best; food was often adulterated, and even that was in short supply. Staples of the Union Army diet were bread (actually, an unleavened biscuit called hardtack), meat, beans, and coffee, the latter drunk in enormous quantities. Confederate troops got even less, subsisting on cornmeal and fatty meat. Vegetables and fruit were scarce on both sides, making scurvy common. Confederate rations were so short that after some battles, officers sent details to gather food from the haversacks of Union dead. “I came nearer to starving than I ever did before,” noted a rebel soldier in Virginia. In fact, as the war progressed, the Confederate government actually reduced rations to its soldiers; Union soldiers’ diet, on the other hand, improved because of the greater scope and efficiency of the North’s supply system.


The morale of ordinary soldiers, rebel and Yankee alike, reflected their performance on the battlefield and the relative comfort of camp life. As food, sanitation, and medical care deteriorated on both sides in the war’s initial year and the horrors of battle sank in, a shockingly large number of soldiers deserted. At Antietam, Confederate General Lee estimated that one-third to one-half of his soldiers were “straggling”—that is, absent without leave. Early the next year, Union General Hooker reported that one in four soldiers similarly were absent. Morale problems in the Union Army were compounded when the North kept losing battles to seemingly inferior Confederate forces; many Union soldiers were openly critical of their leaders by 1863. A Massachusetts private concluded that “there is very little zeal of patriotism in the army now; the men have seen so much more of defeat than victory and so much more bloody slaughter that all patriotism is played out.”


Yet, a string of Union victories, beginning at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, and Vicksburg, Mississippi, in July 1863, helped improve Yankee morale and instill in the northern population a will to see the war through to victory. At the same time, Confederate morale—both in the army and on the home front—sank into despair. What turned the tide for the Union was not simply improved army leadership and better tactics. The North’s pronounced economic advantage over the South finally came into play, improving the supply of armaments, food, and clothing to Union troops.

From Who Built America?

By the American Social History Project
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Federal Volunteers of the 21st Missouri at Shiloh

Appendix B

Civil War Medicine
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Union Field Hospital at Shiloh

I never wish to see another such time as the day I was wounded. The surgeon used a large cotton press for the butchering room and when I was carried into the building and looked about I could not help comparing the surgeons to fiends. It was dark and the building lighted partially with candles; all around on the ground lay the wounded men; some of them were shrieking, some cursing and swearing, and some praying; in the middle of the room was some ten or twelve tables just large enough to lay a man on; these were used as dissecting tables and they were covered with blood. Near and around the tables stood the surgeons with blood all over them and by the sides of the tables was a heap of feet, legs, and arms. On one of these tables I was laid, and being known as a colonel, the chief surgeon was called and he felt of my mouth and then wanted to give me chloroform: this I refused to take and he took a pair of scissors and cut out the pieces of bone in my mouth; then gave me a drink of whiskey and had me laid away.

-Wounded Union Soldier, Baton Rouge, 1863   


Disease proved a greater adversary than enemy soldiers. “There is more more dies by sickness than gets killed,” complained a recruit from New York in 1861. For every soldier who died in battle, three died of disease. Caused or made worse by contaminated water, bad food, and exposure, diseases such as measles, dysentery, typhoid, and malaria became major killers. One soldier stationed in Louisiana described an outbreak of malaria:

Two-thirds of the regiment are buried or in the hospital. It is woeful to see how nearly destitute of comforts and of attendance the sick are. They cannot be kept in their wretched bunks, but stagger about, jabbering and muttering insanities, till they lie down and die in their ragged uniforms.

African-American troops fared worst of all. The death rate for black Union soldiers from disease was nearly three times greater than for northern white soldiers, reflecting their generally poorer health upon entry into Union service and the heavy physical labor to which they were largely assigned.


Medical assistance was often primitive. One commentator described a military hospital in the war’s early years as “dirty dens of butchery and horror.” After the battle of Shiloh, Grant’s medical director told of “thousands of human beings . . . wounded and lacerated in every conceivable manner, on the ground, under a pelting rain, without shelter, without bedding, without straw to lie upon, and with but little food. . . . The agonies of the wounded were beyond all description.” Army doctors on both sides provided little relief. “I believe the doctors kill more than they cure,” wrote an Alabama private in 1862; “Doctors haint got half sence.” Little wonder that ordinary soldiers often resisted being sent to hospitals, despite serious wounds or illness.   



From Who Built America? 



By the American Social History Project
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Union Field Hospital

Appendix C

Civil War Artillery
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Federal Artillery on the Move

The lead rider of my gun, John J. Bowen, who was standing by, holding his horses, was hurled some ten feet from where he stood by a cannon shot striking him just below the hip, tearing the leg nearly entirely away from his body. I started to him, but at a glance saw his condition; being but a few feet from him I could hear his cries of, “O Lord! O Lord!” rising above the sound of battle. I heard them but a moment and they died away, as he passed “from time to eternity.” 

-Confederate Sergeant William Brown

-Stanford’s Mississippi Battery at Shiloh

Artillery formed an essential branch of the armed forces during the Civil War. A battery of booming cannons proved a terrifying sight to attacking troops. Most guns had an effective range of about 1500 yards, although the newer rifled guns were accurate to well over a mile.

Artillery ranged considerably in size, firing distance, and power. The two armies designated their artillery by either the diameter of its bore or the weight of its solid ammunition. Both armies organized field artillery into batteries, each having four to six guns, commanded by a captain. A lieutenant directed a section of two guns, and each gun had a crew of about nine men to load and fire the weapons. Each artillery piece was attached to a limber, which contained an ammunition chest, hauled by a team of six horses. A caisson, holding two more ammunition chests, another limber, and a spare wheel, supported each gun. The team had a driver for each pair of mounts. 

The artillery piece worked on the same principle as the musket, using a cartridge that contained both powder and a missile. The gun crew, each having a specific duty, would set the cartridge inside the muzzle and ram it down the tube with a rammer. A soldier at the rear of the gun jabbed a wire pick through a vent in the breech to open the cartridge bag and expose the powder. A primer ran through the vent, attached to a lanyard, which a soldier pulled to ignite the powder and fire the shot. After each firing, the crew would swipe the barrel with a wet sponge to put out any embers that might set off the next round prematurely. A good artillery crew could usually get off about two rounds a minute.
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Artillery Ammunition
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Artillery, both smoothbore and rifled guns, used a great variety of ammunition, each designed for a specific purpose:

Solid Shot


In smoothbores, solid shot was solid cannon balls. It was fired low to knock over soldiers and other targets like a bowling ball hitting pins, except that it could smash the targets to pieces. It could be ricocheted off the ground to cause even greater damage. In rifled guns, solid shot was a cylindrical bolt of metal. It was usually ineffective because the shape of the projectile caused it to become buried in the ground upon impact.     

Shell


Smoothbore shell was a round hollow ball filled with gunpowder. It exploded by a timed fuse that would break the shell into several devastating metal fragments. Rifled shell worked the same as smoothbore, except it was cylindrical.  

Case Shot

Case shot, in smoothbores, was a hollow ball with thinner walls than a shell. It contained lead balls released by a timed fuse. It had the same effect as canister, except at much longer range. Case shot in rifled guns was cylindrical. It did not work well, however, because the spin on the shot imparted by the rifling made the small balls disperse in irregular patterns. Case shot was sometimes called shrapnel or shrapnel shell after its inventor, British artilleryman Henry Shrapnel.

Canister

Canister functioned the same in both smoothbores and rifled cannons. It consisted of 28 small iron or lead balls in a container that burst open upon firing. The balls then spread in a cone-shaped pattern. Canister was the war’s most deadly killer at close range (200-600 yards) since it worked like a giant shotgun. It could be loaded in double and even triple charges in some cannons.   

Grape Shot


Grape shot found little use in the Civil War, but was favored at Shiloh by the Confederate batteries. It contained three tiers of large iron balls that were bigger than those used in case shot or canister. In both smoothbores and rifled guns, the whole projectile broke apart at firing and traveled in a straight line like a deadly hailstorm.   



From the Civil War Project Web Site

and The Shiloh Campaign by David G. Martin
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U.S. Army Artillery

Appendix D

Commanders and Leaders

Major General Ulysses S. Grant

(1822-1885)
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Born in Ohio, Ulysses S. Grant graduated from West Point in 1843 near the middle of his class. He saw combat while serving in the infantry during the Mexican War, receiving brevets for action at Molino del Rey and Chapultepec. After the war, the Army posted him to the West coast, where he rose to the rank of captain. In 1854, he resigned his commission amid rumors of heavy drinking and threatened disciplinary action. His sojourn in civilian life proved unsuccessful when he failed in several business attempts. Just before the Civil War, he was working as a clerk in his father’s leather goods store in Galena, run by his two younger brothers.

Grant resumed his military career when the war broke out and quickly rose through the ranks and to fame with a series of brilliant victories in the Western theater. Surprised by the Confederate attack at Shiloh, Grant recovered to score a major victory on the second day. In July of 1863, he besieged the city of Vicksburg and forced the surrender of the city, thereby slicing the Confederacy in half. At the battle of Chattanooga in November 1863, Grant further enhanced his reputation by soundly routing rebel forces under the command of General Braxton Bragg. On March 9, 1864, Grant received the newly revived grade of lieutenant general and took command of all the Union armies.

During the Overland Campaign, he and his troops pounded away at General Robert E. Lee. Despite staggering losses at the Wilderness, Spotsylvania, and Cold Harbor, Grant doggedly pursued Lee to Appomattox and ended the war. Meanwhile, the other armies under his direction had left the Confederacy in shambles.

After the war, the Army promoted him to full general and made him responsible for the military part of Reconstruction. Elected to the presidency in 1868, he served two scandal-ridden terms, marred by the corruption of his political appointees. Following his presidency, Grant embarked on another series of failed business ventures, and eventually went bankrupt. He wrote his Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant, a highly acclaimed work, while dying of throat cancer, gaining profits of almost $450,000 for his family. He died in July 1885.

Major General Don Carlos Buell

(1818-1898)
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After graduating from West Point in 1841, the Ohio-born Don Carlos Buell served in the infantry and saw combat in the Seminole and Mexican wars. In Mexico, he suffered wounds at Churubusco and received two brevets. The outbreak of the Civil War found him as the adjutant general of the Department of the Pacific. 


Arriving in Washington in September 1861, he helped organize the Army of the Potomac under McClellan and briefly commanded a division. In 1862, he took charge of the Army of the Ohio for operations into East Tennessee and moved against Nashville. His advance came simultaneously with General Grant's forays against Forts Henry and Donelson. 

After easily seizing the Tennessee capital, he moved to support Grant at Pittsburg Landing on the Tennessee. He arrived at the battle of Shiloh, with his lead divisions, on the evening of the first day. Observing the fugitives from Grant's army cowering near the riverbank, Buell believed his army had rescued Grant from certain defeat. He took a notable part in the fighting of the second day. 

In October 1862, he fought the indecisive battle of Perryville, which broke a faltering Confederate invasion. He failed, however, to pursue the retreating enemy and was relieved of his command shortly afterwards. For the next half year, a military commission reviewed the facts but made no recommendation. Buell returned home, claiming a lack of supplies had prevented his advance. He never received another field command and resigned from the service. Following the war, he was prominent in the Kentucky iron and coal industry.

Major General Henry W. Halleck

(1815-1872)
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A native of New York, Henry W. Halleck graduated from West Point in 1839. Posted to the engineers, he earned a brevet during the Mexican War. Following the war, he worked on fortifications, taught at the academy, researched the French military, and wrote extensively on military strategy. His scholarly pursuits earned him the nickname "Old Brains." 

            Resigning as a captain in 1854, he became a prominent lawyer in San Francisco and helped create the California state constitution. He retained his interest in military affairs through the state militia, and General Winfield Scott recommended him for a high post when the Civil War erupted. 

After his subordinate, Ulysses S. Grant, captured Forts Henry and Donelson, Halleck gained command of all forces in the West. His command won victories at Pea Ridge, Island #10, and Shiloh. Taking control of three field armies after Shiloh, Halleck proved an inept field commander in his only campaign. His advance on Corinth in Mississippi was so torturously slow, at the rate of one mile per day, that the Confederates withdrew leisurely and relatively unmolested. 

            Made commander-in-chief after the Corinth fiasco, he displayed excellent administrative abilities, although he frequently blamed others for his failures, earning the enmity of most top generals. After President Lincoln appointed Grant commander-in-chief, Halleck became the Army's chief-of-staff, in which he performed admirably. He remained in the Army following the war. He died while heading the Division of the South at Louisville, Kentucky.  

Brigadier General William T. Sherman

(1820-1891)
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Born in Ohio, William Tecumseh Sherman graduated sixth in the class of 1840 at West Point. Appointed to the artillery, he earned a brevet while serving in California during the Mexican War, but resigned as a captain and commissary officer in 1853. He failed in attempts at banking and the law while living in California and Kansas. In 1859, he became superintendent of a military academy that later became Louisiana State University, but quit when the Civil War broke out, volunteering for the Union army.

He rapidly earned the rank of brigadier general and the Army sent him to Kentucky. During the campaigns against Forts Henry and Donelson, he established a good relationship with the future commander-in-chief, Ulysses S. Grant. Commanding a division under Grant, he was partly responsible for the woeful defensive preparations at Shiloh, but redeemed himself during the bloody fighting of the first day. 

Sherman eventually succeeded Grant in overall command of the West and soon tallied a series of stunning victories against Confederate armies. Capturing Atlanta, Sherman evacuated the population and destroyed the city. Shortly afterwards, he began his famous March to the Sea, laying waste to everything in his path. When he took Savannah, he offered the city as a Christmas gift to the president and the country. Marching north to aid Grant in the final drive against Richmond, he devastated the Carolinas, earning a reputation for destruction and for the poor discipline of his troops, known as "Sherman's bummers." 

In August 1864, the Army promoted Sherman to major general. He remained in the service after the war, gained the rank of full general, and eventually replaced Grant as commander-in-chief. As head of the Army, he was instrumental in establishing the Command School at Ft. Leavenworth. He retired in 1884, and later made his home in New York City, where he died in February 1891.

Brigadier General Benjamin M. Prentiss

(1819-1901)
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Benjamin Prentiss, a Virginia native, had a varied career before the Civil War as a rope manufacturer and mediocre lawyer. During the Mexican War, he served as a captain with the Illinois volunteers. In 1860, he mounted an unsuccessful bid for Congress. When the Civil War broke out, he became a captain in an Illinois infantry company and within four months had risen to the rank of brigadier general.

At the battle of Shiloh in 1862, he commanded the Sixth Division. Confederate troops surprised his division early on the morning of April 6. He and his troops gradually fell back and joined part of a battle line at a sunken road, known as the “Hornets Nest.” Throughout the afternoon, Prentiss and his troops, supported by other Federals, put up a determined defense, repulsing a dozen Confederate assaults on the position. A massive barrage of Confederate artillery finally turned the tide and rebels swarmed over the harassed Union troops, killing, wounding, and capturing many. Prentiss surrendered and gained lifelong fame as one of the heroes of Shiloh. Released after six months, Prentiss became a major general with the volunteers, but his remaining combat service proved uninspiring and he resigned in October 1863.

Following the war, he made his living as a lawyer, pension agent, and land office agent. He died in 1901 at Bethany, Missouri. 

General Albert S. Johnston

(1803-1862)
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Born in Kentucky, Albert S. Johnston graduated eighth in the West Point class of 1826. After serving eight years, he resigned his commission to care for his dying wife. After a failed try as a gentleman farmer, Johnston headed for Texas to take part in its war for independence. He enlisted as a lowly private, but within a year, had climbed to the rank of brigadier general. 

He later served as secretary of war for the short-lived Lone Star Republic, and commanded Texas troops during the Mexican War. Returning to the regular army in 1849, he became a colonel. The Army awarded him a brevet as brigadier general for his energetic campaign against the Mormons in the late 1850s. He resigned his commission after the bombardment of Fort Sumter and returned home to offer his services to the Confederacy.

As the South’s second highest general behind Robert E. Lee, Johnston obtained the key command of the western theater, but suffered a series of costly setbacks early in the war. After he failed to prevent General Ulysses S. Grant from seizing Forts Henry and Donelson in early 1862, Johnston abandoned Kentucky and most of Tennessee, and retreated into northern Mississippi. 

In early April, after marshalling his scattered forces, Johnston moved against Grant's army at Shiloh. In a surprise attack on April 6, he drove the Union troops back and almost gained a brilliant victory. While leading a charge on the frontline, Johnston suffered a wound in the leg and bled to death. The Confederate assault, thrown into confusion by Johnston’s sudden death, eventually stalled near the banks of the Tennessee River. The next day, Grant, reinforced with fresh troops during the night, launched a deadly counterattack and drove the Confederates from the battlefield.  

General Pierre G. T. Beauregard

(1818-1893)
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A native of Louisiana, P.G.T. Beauregard graduated second in the class of 1838 at West Point. Owing to his great admiration of Napoleon, his classmates dubbed him "The Little Napoleon." Serving under Winfield Scott in Mexico, he won two brevets. Following the war, he worked on a project to clear the Mississippi River of obstructions. In 1861, he served five days as the superintendent at West Point, when his Southern leanings led to his dismissal. He resigned his commission shortly afterwards and offered his services to the South. 

Given command of South Carolina troops in Charleston Harbor, Beauregard forced the surrender of Fort Sumter, winning fame throughout the South. Transferred to Virginia, he took control of forces near Washington and created the Confederate Army of the Potomac. Demoted to a corps command under Joseph E. Johnston the day before the First Battle of Bull Run, he and Johnston combined to score a stunning victory that sent Union troops reeling back to the capital. Beauregard, now a full general, went West early in 1862 to become Albert Sidney Johnston's second-in-command. During the battle of Shiloh, Beauregard was ill with a chronic respiratory infection that impaired his effectiveness.

Adopting Napoleonic tactics, he drafted the battle orders for Shiloh and took command after Johnston died leading a charge on the first day of fighting. That evening, on the brink of a dazzling triumph, Beauregard halted the attacks to rest his exhausted troops for a final attack the next day that he believed would sweep the ravaged Federals from the field. In the morning, however, General Grant’s reinforced army counterattacked, forcing Beauregard to retreat.

After Shiloh, Beauregard’s military reputation faded rapidly, for many Southerners, rightly or wrongly, blamed him for a defeat that proved crucial to the outcome of the Civil War in the West. He returned to Louisiana following the war, engaged in railroading, held several state offices, and wrote books on military strategy and Civil War history. He died in New Orleans in 1893. 

Major General Braxton Bragg

(1817-1876)
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Born in North Carolina, Braxton Bragg graduated among the top cadets from West Point in 1837. Later he saw action against the Seminoles, and won three brevets during the Mexican War. He left the Army in 1856 to become a Louisiana planter. 

 
Rallying to the Confederate cause in 1861, Bragg obtained a command in Louisiana. During the attack on Grant at Shiloh, he directed a corps and ordered a series of reckless and futile frontal assaults on Federal troops in the “Hornets’ Nest.” Despite his dismal performance at Shiloh, he soon earned the rank of full general, replacing General Beauregard as Confederate commander in the West. 

 
Unfortunately for the South, Bragg proved to be one of the worst commanders on either side during the war. At Chickamauga in the fall of 1863, he routed Federal forces under William S. Rosencrans, prompting their hasty retreat to Chattanooga. Ignoring the pleas of his top generals, James Longstreet and Nathan Bedford Forrest, Bragg failed to pursue the enemy. Instead, he chose to lay siege to Chattanooga, and eventually suffered an embarrassing defeat at the hands of Ulysses S. Grant, now in charge of all Union troops in the West. Humiliated, Bragg resigned his command and spent most of the rest of the war as Jefferson Davis’s chief military advisor. After the war, he served as Alabama's chief engineer and subsequently settled in Galveston, Texas, where he died in September 1876. 

Major General William J. Hardee

(1815-1873)
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William J. Hardee, born in Georgia, graduated from West Point in 1838. Before the Civil War, he forged a distinguished record in the Army. He served in the Seminole conflict, and during the Mexican War earned two brevets and was wounded at La Rosia. He returned to West Point in peacetime as a tactics instructor and commandant of cadets. His acclaimed textbook, Rifle and Light Infantry Tactics, proved useful to both sides during the Civil War. 

After joining the Confederacy, Hardee quickly became a major general and commanded one of the corps in the Confederate attacks at Shiloh, where he led a confused and ineffective assault that eventually stalled against stiff Union resistance. He went on to lead his corps during the defense of Corinth, Mississippi, and later commanded the Confederate left at Perryville.

Promoted to lieutenant general, he served ably during the Tullahoma and Atlanta campaigns in the West. He transferred late in the war to command of the Atlantic coast. Although unable to impede Sherman's March to the Sea, Hardee did manage to evacuate Savannah at the last minute. Forced to abandon Charleston as Sherman's troops bypassed it, he withdrew into North Carolina. His last fight was at Bentonville, where his only son died in battle. After the war, Hardee settled on an Alabama plantation, where he died in 1873. 

Appendix E

ORDER OF BATTLE
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CONFEDERATE ARMY OF THE MISSISSIPPI
General Albert Sidney Johnston (k) 

General P.G.T. Beauregard

FIRST ARMY CORPS

Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk

First Division

Brig. Gen Charles Clark (w)
Brig. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart

First Brigade

Col. Robert M. Russell, 12th Tennessee

11th Louisiana:

 Col. Samuel F. Marks (w) 



  Lieut. Co. Robert H. Barrow 

12th Tennessee:

 Lieut. Col. Tyree H. Bell




 Maj. Robert P. Caldwell

13th Tennessee, Col. Alfred J. Vaughan, Jr.

22nd Tennessee, Col. Thomas J. Freeman (w)
     
Tennessee Battery, Capt. Smith P. Bankhead

Second Brigade

Brig. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart

13th Arkansas:

Lieut. Col. A.D. Grayson (k)



Maj. James A. McNeely (w)
Col. James C. Tappan


4th Tennessee:

Col. Rufus P. Neely




Lieut. Col. Otho F. Strahl

5th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Calvin D. Venable

33rd Tennessee, Col. Alexander W. Campbell (w)

Mississippi Battery, Capt. Thomas J. Stanford
Second Division

Brig. Gen. Benjamin F. Cheatham (w)

First Brigade

Brig. Gen. Bushrod R. Johnson (w)

Col. Preston Smith, 154th Tennessee (w)

Blythe’s Mississippi:

Col. A.K. Blythe (k)
Lieut. Col. David L. Herron (k)



Maj. James Moore

2nd Tennessee, Col. J. Knox Walker

15th Tennessee:

Lieut. Col. Robert C. Tyler (w)



Maj. John F. Hearn

154th Tennessee (senior):

Col. Preston Smith

Lieut. Col. Marcus J. Wright (w)
Tennessee Battery, Capt. Marshall T. Polk (w)
Second Brigade

Col. William H. Stephens, 6th Tennessee

Col. George Maney, 1st Tennessee

7th Kentucky:

Col. Charles Wickliffe (k)
Lieut. Col. William D. Lannom 

1st Tennessee (Battalion):

Col. George Maney




Maj. Hume R. Field

6th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Timothy P. Jones

9th Tennessee, Col. Henry L. Douglass

Mississippi Battery, Capt. Melancthon Smith

Cavalry

1st Mississippi, Col. Andrew J. Lindsay

Mississippi and Alabama Battalion, Lieut. Col. Richard H. Brewer

Unattached

47th Tennessee, Col. Munson R. Hill  (Arrived on Field April 7)

SECOND ARMY CORPS

Maj. Gen. Braxton Bragg

Escort

Company Alabama Cavalry, Capt. Robert W. Smith

First Division

Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles

First Brigade

Col. Randall L. Gibson, 13th Louisiana

1st Arkansas, Col. James F. Fagan

4th Louisiana:

Col. Henry W. Allen (w)
Lieut. Col. Samuel E. Hunter

13th Louisiana:

Maj. Anatole P. Avegno (k)



Capt. Stephen O’Leary (w)



Capt. Edgar M. Dubroca

19th Louisiana:

Col. Benjamin L. Hodge




Lieut. Col. James m. Hollingsworth

Vaiden or Bain’s, Mississippi Battery, Capt. S.C. Bain

Second Brigade

Brig. Gen. Patton Anderson

1st Florida Battalion:

Maj. Thaddeus A. McDonnell (w)



Capt. W.G. Poole

Capt. W. Capers Bird

17th Louisiana, Lieut. Col. Charles Jones (w)
20th Louisiana, Col. August Reichard

9th Texas, Col. Wright A. Stanley

Confederate Guards Response Battalion, Maj. Franklin H. Clack

Washington (Louisiana) Artillery, Fifth Company, Capt. W. Irving Hodgson 

Third Brigade

Col. Preston Pond, Jr., 16th Louisiana 

16th Louisiana, Maj. Daniel Gober

18th Louisiana:

Col. Alfred Mouton (w)



Lieut. Col. Alfred Roman

Crescent (Louisiana) Regiment, Col. Marshall J. Smith

Orleans Guard (Louisiana) Battalion, Maj. Leon Querouze (w)
38th Tennessee, Col. Robert F. Looney

Ketchum's Alabama Battery, Capt. William H. Ketchum. 

Cavalry

Alabama Battalion (5 companies), Capt Jenkins

Second Division

Brig. Gen. Jones M. Withers

First Brigade
Brig. Gen. Adley. H. Gladden (k)
Col. Daniel W. Adams, 1st Louisiana

Col.. Zach C. Deas, 22nd Alabama

21st Alabama:

Lieut. Col. Stewart W. Cayce

 


Maj. Frederick Stewart

22nd Alabama:

Col. Zach C. Deas  (w)




Lieut. Col. John C. Marrast

25th Alabama:

Col. John Q. Loomis (w)



Maj. George D. Johnson

26th Alabama:

Lieut. Col. John G. Coltart (w)



Lieut. Col. William D. Chadick

1st Louisiana:

Col. Daniel W. Adams




Maj. Fred H. Farrar, Jr.

Robertson's Alabama Battery, Capt. Felix H. Robertson

Second Brigade
Brig. Gen. James R Chalmers

5th Mississippi, Col. Albert E. Fant

7th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. Hamilton Mayson

9th Mississippi, Lieut. Col. William A. Rankin (k)
10th Mississippi, Col. Robert A. Smith

52nd Tennessee, Col. Benjamin J. Lea

Gage’s Alabama Battery, Capt. Charles P. Gage

Third Brigade
Brig. Gen. John K. Jackson

17th Alabama, Lieut. Col. Robert C. Fariss

18th Alabama, Col. Eli S. Shorter

19th Alabama, Col. Joseph Wheeler

2nd Texas:

Col John C. Moore

Lieut. Col. William P. Rogers

Maj. Hal. G. Runnels

Girardey's Georgia Battery, Capt. Isadore P. Girardey

Cavalry

       
Clanton’s Alabama Regiment, Col. James H. Clanton (w)
THIRD ARMY CORPS

Maj. Gen. William J. Hardee (w)
First Brigade

Brig. Gen. Thomas C. Hindan (w) 

Col. R.G. Shaver, 7th Arkansas (w)
2nd Arkansas;

Col. Daniel C. Govan




Maj. Reuben F. Harvey

     
6th Arkansas, Col. Alexander T. Hawthorn

7th Arkansas:

Col. John M. Dean (k)
Maj. James T. Martin

3rd Confederate, Col. John S. Marmaduke

Miller's Tennessee Battery or Pillow’s Flying Artillery, Capt. Miller

Swett's Battery, or Warren’s Light Artillery, Capt. Charles Swett

Second Brigade

Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Cleburne

15th Arkansas, Lieut. Col. Archibald K. Patton (k)
6th Mississippi:

Col. John J. Thornton (w)
Capt. W.A. Harper

2nd Tennessee:

Col William B. Bate (w)
Lieut. Col. David L. Goodall

5th (35th) Tennessee, Col. Benjamin J. Hill

23rd Tennessee:

Lieut. Col. James F. Neill (w)



Maj. Robert Cantrell

24th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Peebles

Shoup's Artillery Battalion

Trigg’s (Austin) Arkansas, Battery, Capt. John T. Trigg

Calvert’s (Helena) Arkansas Battery, Capt. J.H. Calvert

Hubbard’s Arkansas Battery, Capt. George T. Hubbard

Third Brigade

Brig. Gen. Sterling A. M. Wood (w)
Col. William K. Patterson, 8th Arkansas, Temporarily

15th Alabama, Lieut. Col. John W. Harris

8th Arkansas, Col. William K. Patterson

9th (14th) Arkansas (Battalion), Maj. John H. Kelly

3rd Mississippi Battalion, Maj. Aaron B. Hardcastle

27th Tennessee:

Col. Christopher J. Williams (k)



Maj. Samuel T. Love (k)
44th Tennessee, Col. Coleman A. McDaniel

55th Tennessee, Col. James I. McKoion

Harper’s (Jefferson Mississippi) Battery:

Capt. William L. Harper (w)



Lieut. Col. Put. Darden

Georgia Dragoons, Capt. Isaac W. Avery

RESERVE CORPS

Brig. Gen. John C. Breckinridge

First Brigade

Col. Robert P. Trabue, 4th Kentucky

(Clifton’s) 4th Alabama Battalion, Maj. James M. Clifton

31st Alabama, Lieut. Col. Montgomery Gilbreath

3rd Kentucky, Lieut. Col. Benjamin Anderson (w) 

4th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. Andrew R. Hynes (w)
5th Kentucky, Col.. Thomas H. Hunt

6th Kentucky, Col. Joseph H. Lewis

Crew’s Tennessee Battalion, Lieut. Col. James M. Crews

 
Cobb’s (Lyon’s) Kentucky Battery, Capt. Robert Cobb

Byrne's (Mississippi) Battery, Capt. Edward P. Byrne

Morgan’s Squadron, Kentucky’s Cavalry, Capt. John H. Morgan

Second Brigade

Brig. Gen. John S. Bowen (w)
Col. John D. Martin

9th Arkansas, Col. Isaac L. Dunlop

10th Arkansas, Col. Thomas D. Merrick

2nd Confederate:

Col. John D. Morgan




Maj. Thomas H. Mangum

1st Missouri, Col. Lucius L. Rich

Pettus Flying Artillery, or Hudson's Mississippi Battery, Capt. Alfred Hudson

Watson Louisiana Battery, Capt. Daniel Beltzhoover

Thompson’s Company, Kentucky Cavalry, Capt. Phil. B. Thompson

Third Brigade

Col. Winfield S. Statham, 15th Mississippi

15th Mississippi, Maj. William F. Brantly

22nd Mississippi, Col. Frank Schaller

19th Tennessee, Col. David H. Cummings

 
20th Tennessee, Col. Joel A. Battle (c)

28th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Uriah T. Brown

45th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Ephraim F. Lytle

Rutledge's Tennessee Battery, Capt. Arthur M. Rutledge

Forrest’s Regiment Tennessee Cavalry, Col. Nathan B. Forrest (w) 

Unattached

Wharton’s Texas Regiment Cavalry, Col. John A. Wharton (w)

Wirt Adams’ Mississippi Regiment, Cavalry, Col. Wirt Adams

McClung’s Tennessee Battery, Capt. Hugh L.W. McClung

Roberts’s Arkansas Battery, Capt. Franklin Roberts

UNION ARMY OF THE TENNESSEE

Maj. Gen. U.S. Grant, Commanding

First Division

Maj. Gen. John A. McClernand.

First Brigade

Col Abraham M. Hare, 11th Iowa (w)

Col. Marcellus M. Crocker, 13th Iowa

8th Illinois:

Capt. James M. Ashmore (w)



Capt. William H. Harvey (k)



Capt. Robert H. Sturgess

     
18th Illinois:


Maj. Samuel Eaton (w)

Capt. Daniel H. Brush (w)



Capt. William J. Dillon (k)



Capt. Jabez J. Anderson

     
11th Iowa, Lieut. Col. William Hall (w)

13th Iowa, Col. Marcellus M. Crocker

Second Brigade

Col. C. Carroll Marsh, 20th Illinois

11th Illinois:

Lieut. Col. Thomas E.G. Ransom (w)



Maj. Garrett Nevins (w)



Capt. Lloyd D. Waddell



Maj. Garrett Nevins

20th Illinois:

Lieut. Col. Evan Richards (w)

Capt. Orton Frisbie

     
45th Illinois, Col. John E. Smith

     
48th Illinois:

Col. Isham N. Haynie



Maj. Manning Mayfield

Third Brigade

Col. Julius Raith, 43rdd Illinois (k)

Lieut. Col. Enos P. Wood, 17th Illinois

17th Illinois:

Lieut. Col. Enos P. Wood



Maj. Francis M. Smith

29th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Charles M. Ferrell

43rd Illinois, Lieut. Col. Adolph Engelmann

     
49th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Phineas Pease (w)

Unattached

Stewart's Company, Illinois Cavalry, Lieut. Col. Ezra King

     
McAllister’s Battery (D), 1st Illinois Light Artillery, Capt. Edward McAllister (w)

     
Dresser’s Battery, 2nd Illinois Light Artillery, Capt. James P. Timony

     
Schwartz’s Battery (E), 2nd Illinois Light Artillery, Lieut. George L. Nispel

Burrow’s Battery, 14th Ohio Light Artillery, Capt. Jerome B. Burrows (w)

1st Battalion, 4th Illinois Cavalry, Lieut. Col. William McCullough

Carmichael’s Company, Illinois Cavalry, Capt. Eagleton Carmichael

Second Division

Brig. Gen. William H. L. Wallace (k)

Col. James M. Tuttle, 2nd Iowa

First Brigade

Col. James M. Tuttle

2nd Iowa, Lieut. Col. James Baker

7th Iowa, Lieut. Col. James C. Parrott

12th Iowa:

Col. Joseph J. Woods (w + c)



Capt. Samuel R. Edgington (c)

14th Iowa, Col. William T. Shaw (c)

Second Brigade

Brig. Gen. John McArthur (w)

Col. Thomas Morton, 81st Ohio

9th Illinois, Col. August Mersy

12th Illinois:

Lieut. Col. Augustus L. Chetlain



Capt. James R. Hugunin

81st Ohio, Col. Thomas Morton

13th Missouri, Col. Crafts J. Wright

Birge's Sharpshooters (14th Missouri), Col. B.S. Compton 

Third Brigade

Col. Thomas W. Sweeny, 52nd Illinois (w)

Col. Silas D. Baldwin, 57th Illinois

8th Iowa, Col. James L. Geddes (w + c)

7th Illinois, Maj. Richard Rowett

50th Illinois, Col. Moses M. Bane (w)

52d Illinois:

Maj. Henry Stark



Capt. Edwin A. Bowen

57th Illinois:

Col. Silas D. Baldwin



Capt. Gustav A. Busse

     
58th Illinois, Col. William F. Lynch (c)

Artillery

1st Illinois Light Artillery, Willard’s Battery A, Lieut. Peter P. Wood 

Maj. J.S. Cavender’s Battalion Missouri Artillery:

1st Missouri Light Artillery, Richardson’s Battery D, Capt. Henry Richardson

     

1st Missouri Light Artillery, Welker’s Battery H, Capt. Frederick Welker

1st Missouri Light Artillery, Stone’s Battery K, Capt. George H. Stone 

Calvary

2nd U.S. Cavalry, Company C, Lieut. James Powell

4th U. S. Cavalry, Company I,        “         “          “

2nd Illinois Cavalry, Company A, Capt. John .R. Hotaling

2nd Illinois Cavalry, Company B, Capt. Thomas J. Larison

Third Division

Maj. Gen. Lew Wallace

First Brigade

Col. Morgan L. Smith, 8th Missouri

8th Missouri, Lieut. Col. James Peckham

11th Indiana, Col. George F. McGinnis 

24th Indiana, Col. Alvin P. Hovey

Second Brigade

Col. John M. Thayer, 1st Nebraska

1st Nebraska, Lieut. Col. William D. McCord

23rd Indiana, Col. William L. Sanderson 

58th Ohio, Col. Valentine Bausenwein

68th Ohio, Col. Samuel H. Steadman

Third Brigade

Col. Charles Whittlesey, 20th Ohio

20th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Manning F. Force

56th Ohio, Col. Peter Kinney

76th Ohio, Col. Charles R. Woods

78th Ohio, Col. Mortimer D. Leggett

Artillery

    
Buell’s Battery (I), 1st Missouri Light Artillery, Lieut. Charles H. Thurber

     
Thompson’s Battery, 9th Indiana Light Artillery, Lieut. George R. Brown

Cavalry

3rd Battalion, 5th Ohio, Maj. Charles S. Hayes

3rd Battalion, 11th Illinois, Maj. James F. Johnson

Fourth Division

Brig. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut

First Brigade

 Col. Nelson G. Williams, 3rd Iowa (w)

 Col. Isaac C. Pugh, 41st Illinois

  
3rd Iowa:

Maj. William M. Stone (c)

Lieut. George W. Crosley

     
28th Illinois, Col. Amory K. Johnson

32d Illinois, Col. John Logan (w)

41st Illinois:

Col. Isaac C. Pugh



Lieut. Col. Ansel Tupper (k)



Maj. John Warner



Capt. John H. Nale

Second Brigade

Col. James C. Veatch, 25th Indiana

25th Indiana:

Lieut. Col. William H. Morgan (w)



Maj. John W. Foster

14th Illinois, Col. Cyrus Hall

     
15th Illinois:

Lieut. Col. Edward F.W. Ellis (k)

Capt. Luis D. Kelley



Lieut. Col. William Cam, 14th Illinois

46th Illinois:

Col. John A. Davis (w)

Lieut. Col. John J. Jones

Third Brigade

Brig. Gen. J. G. Lauman

     
31st Indiana:

Col. Charles Cruft (w)

Lieut. Col. John Osborn

44th Indiana, Col. Hugh B. Reed

     
17th Kentucky, Col. John H. McHenry, Jr.

     
25th Kentucky:

Lieut. Col. Benjamin H. Bristow



Maj. William B. Wall (w)


Capt. B.T. Underwood



Col. John H. McHenry, Jr., 17th Kentucky

Artillery

13th Ohio Light Artillery, Myers’s Battery, Capt. John B. Myers

1st Missouri Light Artillery, Mann's Battery (C), Lieut. Edward Brotzmann 

2nd Michigan Light Artillery, Ross’s Battery, Lieut. Cuthbert W. Laing

Cavalry

5th Ohio Cavalry, 1st and 2nd Battalions, Col. William H.H. Taylor

Fifth Division
Brig. Gen. William T. Sherman (w)

First Brigade

Col. John A. McDowell, 6th Iowa.

     
6th Iowa:

Capt. John Williams (w)

Capt. Madison M. Walden

     
46th Ohio, Col. Thomas Worthington

40th Illinois:

Col. Stephen G. Hicks (w)



Lieut. Col. James W. Boothe

Second Brigade

Col. David Stuart, 55th Illinois (w)

Lieut. Col. Oscar Malmborg, 55th Illinois

Col. T. Kilby Smith, 54th Ohio

     
55th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Oscar Malmborg

54th Ohio:

Col. T. Kilby Smith



Lieut. Col. James A. Farden

71st Ohio, Col. Rodney Mason

Third Brigade

Col. Jesse Hildebrand, 72nd Ohio

53rd Ohio:

Col. Jesse J. Appler



Lieut. Col. Robert A. Fulton

57th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Americus V. Rice

     
77th Ohio:

Lieut. Col. Wills De Hass 



Maj. Benjamin D. Fearing

Fourth Brigade

Col. Ralph P. Buckland, 72nd Ohio

48th Ohio:

Col. Peter J. Sullivan (w)

Lieut. Col. Job R. Parker

     
70th Ohio, Col. Joseph R. Cockerill

     
72nd Ohio:

Lieut. Col. Herman Canfield (k)



Col Ralph P. Buckland

Artillery

Maj. Ezra Taylor, Chief of Artillery

1st Illinois Light Artillery, Taylor’s Battery B, Capt. Samuel E. Barrett

1st Illinois Light Artillery, Waterhouse’s Battery E:

Capt. Allen C. Waterhouse (w)




Lieut. Abial R. Abbott (w)




Lieut. John A. Fitch

6th Indiana Light Artillery, Morton’s Battery, Capt. Frederick Behr (k)

Cavalry

4th Illinois Cavalry, 2nd and 3rd Battalions, Col. T. Lyle Dickey

Thielemann’s two companies, Illinois Cavalry, Capt. Christian Thielemann

Sixth Division
Brig. Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss (c)

First Brigade

Col. Everett Peabody, 25th Missouri (k)

     
21st Missouri:

Col. David Moore (w)



Lieut. Col. H.M. Woodyard

     
25th Missouri, Lieut. Col. Robert T. Van Horn

     
16th Wisconsin, Col. Benjamin Allen (w)

     
12th Michigan, Col. Francis Quinn

Second Brigade

Col. Madison Miller, 18th Missouri (c)

18th Missouri, Lieut. Col. Isaac V. Pratt (c)

61st Illinois, Col. Jacob Fry

     
18th Wisconsin, Col. James S. Alban (k)

Not Brigaded

16th Iowa:

Col Alexander Chambers (w)



Lieut. Col. Addison H. Sanders

     
23rd Missouri:

Col. Jacob T. Tindall (k)

Lieut. Col. Quin Morton (c)

15th Iowa, Col. Hugh T. Reid (w)

Artillery

5th Ohio Light Artillery, Hickenlooper’s Battery, Capt. Andrew Hickenlooper

1st Minnesota Light Artillery, Munch’s Battery:

Capt. Emil Munch (w)





Lieut. William Pfaender

Cavalry

11th Illinois Cavalry, 1st and 2nd Battalions, Col. Robert G. Ingersoll

Unassigned Troops

15th Michigan, Col. John M. Oliver

     
14th Wisconsin, Col. David E. Wood

     
8th  Battery, Ohio Light Artillery, Capt Louis Markgraf 

     
1st Illinois Light Artillery, Battery H, Capt. Axel Silfversparre 

     
1st Illinois Light Artillery, Battery I, Capt. Edward Bouton

     
2nd Illinois Light Artillery, Battery B, siege guns, Capt. Relly Madison.

     
2nd Illinois Light Artillery, Battery F, Capt. John W. Powell (w)

UNION ARMY OF THE OHIO

Maj. Gen. Don Carlos Buell, Commanding

Second Division

Brig. Gen. Alexander McD. McCook

Fourth Brigade

Brig. Gen. Lovell H. Rousseau

15th U.S., First Battalion, Maj. John H. King



Capt. Peter T. Swain

16th U.S., First Battalion, Maj. John H. King



Capt. Edwin F. Townsend

19th U.S., First Battalion, Maj. John H. King



Maj. Stephen D. Carpenter

1st Ohio, Col. Benjamin F. Smith

6th Indiana, Col. Thomas T. Crittenden

5th Kentucky, Col. Harvey M. Buckley

Fifth Brigade

Col. Edward N. Kirk, 34th Illinois (w)

77th Pennsylvania, Col. Frederick S. Stumbaugh

29th Indiana, Lieut. Col. David M. Dunn

30th Indiana:

Col. Sion S. Bass (k)

Lieut. Col. Joseph B. Dodge

34th Illinois:

Maj. Charles N. Levanway (k)



Capt. Hiram W. Bristol

Sixth Brigade

Col. W. H. Gibson, 49th Ohio

15th Ohio, Maj. William Wallace

49th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Albert M. Blackman

     
32nd Indiana, Col. August Willich

     
39th Indiana, Col. Thomas J. Harrison

Artillery

5th U.S. Artillery, Terrill’s Battery H, Capt. William R. Terrill

Fourth Division

Brig. Gen. William Nelson

Tenth Brigade

Col. Jacob Ammen, 24th Ohio

6th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Nicholas L. Anderson 

     
24th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Frederick C. Jones

     
36th Indiana, Col. William Grose

Nineteenth Brigade

Col. William B. Hazen, 41st Ohio

6th Kentucky, Col. Walter C. Whitaker

9th Indiana, Col. Gideon C. Moody

41st Ohio, Lieut. Col. George S. Mygatt

Twenty-Second Brigade

Col. Sanders D. Bruce, 20th Kentucky

1st Kentucky, Col. David A. Enyart

     
2nd Kentucky, Col. Thomas D. Sedgewick

    
20th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. Charles S. Hanson

First Division

Brig. Gen. Thomas L. Crittenden

Fourteenth Brigade

Brig. Gen. Jeremiah T. Boyle

19th Ohio, Col. Samuel Beatty

     
59th Ohio, Col. James P. Fyffe

     
9th Kentucky, Col. Benjamin C. Grider

     
13th Kentucky, Col. Edward H. Hobson

Eleventh Brigade

Col. W. S. Smith, 13th Ohio

13th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Joseph G. Hawkins

     
11th Kentucky, Col. Pierce B. Hawkins

     
26th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. Cicero Maxwell

Artillery

     
1st Ohio Light Artillery, Bartlett’s Battery G, Capt. Joseph Bartlett

     
4th U.S. Artillery, Mendenhall’s Batteries (H and M), Capt. John Mendenhall   

Sixth Division

Brig. Gen. T. J. Wood

Twentieth Brigade

Brig. Gen. James A. Garfield

64th Ohio, Col. John Ferguson

     
65th Ohio, Col. Charles G. Harker

     
13th Michigan, Col Michael Shoemaker

Twenty-First Brigade

Col. George D. Wagner, 15th Indiana

15th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Gustavus A. Wood

40th Indiana, Col. John W. Blake

57th Indiana, Col. Cyrus C. Hines

24th Kentucky, Col. Lewis B. Grigsby

Appendix F

Timeline of the Battle of Shiloh
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Dress on the Colors 

March 1-April 5, 1862

March 1 - April 5: Grant transports his Army of the Tennessee (over 58,000 men) into southwest Tennessee. Establishes base at Pittsburg Landing, and awaits Buell's army.

March 1: Johnston transports 55,000 Confederates to Corinth to defend the Memphis and Charleston Railroad.

April 3: Johnston advances toward Pittsburg Landing; Rain and bad roads delay his advance.

April 6: Johnston launches surprise attack on Federals.

April 6, 1862

4:55-6:30 am: Federal patrol discovers Confederates in Fraley Field. Federal skirmish, then fall back.

6:30-9:00 am: Johnston maneuvers eight brigades to overrun Prentiss's camps, routing the Union division.

7:00-10:00 am: Sherman's division repulses Confederates, inflicting heavy casualties. Johnston sends five brigades to attack Sherman's left flank. Sherman falls back on McClernand's division.

10:00-11:30 am: Confederates assault Sherman and McClernand on the Hamburg-Purdy Road, driving back Union right flank.

8:00-9:30 am: W.H.L. Wallace's and Hurlbut's divisions march toward the front.

9:00-10:30 am: Johnston, hearing that his right flank is threatened, orders Chalmers's and Jackson's brigades to assault Federal left, with Breckinridge in support.

11:00 am-Noon: Confederates make contact with Federals across Eastern Corinth Road. Federals repulse attacks.

11:00 am-1:00 pm: Chalmers and Jackson assault Stuart, but Confederates stall. Federal left holds against all attacks.

Noon-2:30 pm: Sherman and McClernand counterattack driving Confederates south, but weakened by losses, Federals withdraw across Tilghman Branch.

Noon-3:30 pm: Gibson's Confederates assault Federal center three times and are repulsed. Confederates come under murderous fire in impenetrable oak thicket.

1:00-4:00 pm: Johnston orders attack against Federal left, forcing them back. Johnston killed; succeeded by Beauregard.

Hurlbut's division again halts Confederates, but then retires toward Pittsburg Landing.

3:00-5:30 pm: Sherman and McClernand prevent Confederates from crossing Tilghman Branch, but retire to defend Hamburg-Savannah road so that Wallace's division can come up. 

7:00 pm: Lew Wallace, with 5,800 men, finally arrives from his camp four miles away and moves to support Sherman at Shiloh Church.

Night: Buell's troops file in on Union left. Crittenden’s division deploys in center, with McCook’s division in support. 

Nelson’s division ferried across river. Union gunboats fire into captured Federal camps.   

April 7, 1862

7:00-9:00 am: Lew Wallace drives Confederates from Jones’s Field.

7:00-900 am: Grant and Buell advance. Skirmishing light as majority of Confederates retired south of Hamburg-Purdy road during night.

9:00-11:00 am: Nelson advances through Wicker's and Sarah Bell's fields; Crittenden advances in center, but stalls in "Hornets’ Nest."

9:00-11:00 am: Breckinridge and Hardee counterattack Nelson's right flank and force Federal left back into Wicker's field.

 9:00-11:00 am: McCook crosses Tilghman Branch and engages Breckinridge's left.

10:30-Noon: Sherman, McClernand, and Hurlbut cross Tilghman Branch and join Lew Wallace in fighting against Polk and Bragg on Confederate left. 

10:30-Noon: Confederates flanked by Lew Wallace and forced to retire to Hamburg-Purdy road.

Noon-2:00 pm: Reinforced, Nelson and Crittenden advance, forcing Beauregard's right flank to retreat south to Hamburg-Purdy road.
Noon-2:00 pm: McCook slams into Bragg at Water Oak Pond. Beauregard counterattacks, halting McCook. With his left under pressure, Beauregard retires.

2:00-4:00 pm: Breckinridge, supported by massed artillery south of Shiloh Branch ravine, checks Union advance and Confederates retire from field. Federals reclaim possession of the field and bivouac.

Appendix G

Confederate After Action Report

Colonel Joseph “Fightin’ Joe” Wheeler

19th Alabama Infantry Regiment
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Source: War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Volume XX, Chapter XXII, Pages 558-560.

Operations in Kentucky, Tennessee, North Mississippi, North Alabama, and Southwest Virginia. March 4- June 10, 1862.

Headquarters: Nineteenth Regiment Alabama Volunteers, Camp, three miles from Field of Shiloh, Tenn., April 12, 1862.

CAPTAIN: In compliance with General Orders, from headquarters of this army, I have the honor to state that, on the morning of the 6th instant, the Nineteenth Regiment Alabama volunteers formed a part of General Jackson's brigade, the second from the right of the second line of battle.

When the first line opened the engagement, a few of our men were wounded by the scattering shots of the enemy. We were then ordered forward and entered the more advanced Federal camps behind the first line. We were then directed to move about a mile to the right and front, where we formed in the first line of battle, in which we continued during the remainder of the day. At this point General A.S. Johnston ordered the regiment, with his own lips, to charge the camps of the Fifty-ninth Illinois Regiment, to do which it was necessary to pass down a deep ravine and mount a steep hill on the other side.

This duty was performed by the regiment, under a heavy fire from a screened foe, with rapidity, regularity, and cool gallantry. But little resistance was offered after reaching the camps, as the enemy fled before us to the crest of another ravine back of us, and about 200 yards from their camp. After forming line in the face of the enemy, we were ordered to lie down, while the artillery was placed in position to our rear and fired over our heads sufficient to shake their line.

The regiment then moved forward rapidly, driving the enemy before it and dislodging him from every place he attempted to make a stand, taking several prisoners and killing and wounding a large number.

It was now about 3 o'clock in the afternoon. The regiment had been marching and fighting since 6.30 a.m., had been through three of the enemy's camps, and in three distinct engagements. The enemy being now driven from all their positions on our right, we were ordered to march to the left and center, where a heavy fire was going on. The regiment changed front forward on the tenth company, and marched rapidly by the right of companies to the front some 1 1/2 or 2 miles in the direction indicated, coming up on the left of General Chalmers' brigade.

The regiment, while marching through a burning wood, encountered a heavy fire from the enemy, who were drawn up in front of and to the right of a large camp, which fire the regiment returned with effect.

I was here met by General Chalmers, who told me his brigade was worn-out and overpowered by superior numbers, and said the troops must move to his assistance. The regiment then moved quickly to and in advance of his left, and dislodged the enemy from a strong position they had taken in large force, screened by a ridge and house. We advanced about 200 yards, the enemy having retreated a short distance to another hill, where they were re-enforced, and in a great measure secured from our fire.

The regiment here exhibited an example of cool, heroic courage which would do credit to soldiers of long experience in battle. Subjected as they were to a deadly fire of artillery and a cross-fire of infantry, they stood their ground with firmness and delivered their fire rapidly, but with cool deliberation and good effect. During this fire, General Chalmers's brigade having retired from our view, finding it necessary to move to the right, in order to support Colonel Moore, who had just come up with his regiment [the Second Texas], we were met by a new and warm fire, which was vigorously returned.

At this moment, the enemy raised a white flag, which caused us to slacken our fire, but as a large force of theirs to the left of our front continued a heavy fire [probably not knowing that their commander had surrendered], I moved the regiment a few yards obliquely to the rear to secure a more favorable position. This fire was soon silenced. Our cavalry moved up and conducted the prisoners [amounting to about 3,000 men] out before us.

The regiment was then ordered to take charge of these prisoners and started with them to the rear, but was halted and formed in line, with orders to charge the enemy to the river; but after passing through the deep ravine below the lowest camps we were halted within about 400 yards of the river, and remained ready to move forward for about half an hour, when night came on, and we were ordered to the rear, and were assigned to bivouac by General Withers.

During all of this movement, the regiment was under a heavy fire from their gunboats and other artillery.

The regiment slept on their arms during the night. Early next morning General Hardee came up with a body of troops and directed me to join him. After moving back a short distance we were met by General Withers, who took immediate command of a brigade of which the Nineteenth Regiment formed a part, and ordered us to move forward to support General Breckinridge. On reaching the ground, we were placed on General Hardee's left, and by his order, the regiment was deployed as skirmishers before his entire command.

After being again assembled, the regiment again advanced and engaged the enemy.

About 11 o'clock General Chalmers' brigade came to our position, and we remained attached to his brigade, continually engaging the enemy, until we were ordered to retire in the evening, when we followed his brigade a short distance to the rear. General Withers here directed me to form a brigade by joining my regiment to some other troops, which he placed under my command. After the remainder of the army had passed to the rear of this brigade, the final order was given for the brigade to retire.

This is a brief and necessarily imperfect report of the action of the regiment during the time called for by your order.

Too high praise cannot be accredited to the company officers and men for their conduct during the entire engagement. Exposed, as they had been for two nights previous, to drenching rains, without tents and with little covering, they were, of course, somewhat jaded, but at the first sound of the enemy's guns they moved forward with a cheerful alacrity and good order that showed clearly that it was such music as they loved. Under fire almost incessantly the first day, they moved from one position to another as they were ordered, not only with firmness, but with enthusiasm.

On Monday, some of the officers and men were so exhausted as to be unable longer to endure the fatigues of the march and battle and the remainder evinced the most untiring endurance and excellent courage.

The list of casualties herewith presented, amounting to 33 1/3 per cent. of the aggregate strength of the regiment, both officers and men, on the 6th instant, testifies with sufficient eloquence to the patriotic devotion of the Nineteenth Alabama Regiment. One stand of the enemy's colors was taken by the regiment, which has been previously forwarded.

The gallant and heroic courage of the field and staff Lieutenant Col. E.K. Tracy, Major S.K. McSpadden, and Adjt. Clifton Walker-were conspicuous. Adjutant Walker was wounded on the 6th and retired from the field. Lieutenant-Colonel Tracy had his horse shot under him on Monday, and during the entire two days exhibited marked coolness and noble bearing. He, together with Major McSpadden, remained with the regiment from the beginning of the engagement Sunday morning until its termination Monday evening. Lieutenants Solomon Palmer, R.H. Hagood, J.N. Barry, J.E. Nabers, D.C. Hodo, W.H. Anderson, B.L. Porter, and Sargt. Maj. P.L. Griffitts also remained with the regiment through the entire two days and displayed commendable fortitude and manly courage.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Joseph Wheeler,

Colonel, Commanding, Nineteenth Regiment Alabama Volunteers.

Capt. J.B. CUMMINGS,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Brigade, Withers' Division.

SONG OF THE CONFEDERACY

SHILOH'S HILL
By M.G. Smith
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Come all ye valiant soldiers—a story I will tell

About the bloody battle that was fought on Shiloh Hill.

It was an awful struggle and will cause your blood to chill;

It was the famous battle that was fought on Shiloh Hill.

'Twas on the sixth of April, just at the break of day;

The drums and fifes were playing for us to march away.

The feeling of that hour I do remember still,

When first my feet were tromping on the top of Shiloh Hill.

About the hour of sunrise the battle it began;

Before the day was ended, we fought 'em hand to hand.

The horrors of that field did my heart with anguish fill

For the wounded and the dying that lay on Shiloh Hill.

There were men from every nation laid on those bloody plains,

Fathers, sons, and brothers were numbered with the slain,

That has caused so many homes with deep mourning to be filled,

All from the bloody battle that was fought on Shiloh Hill.

The wounded men were crying for help from everywhere,

While others who were dying were offering God their prayer,

"Protect my wife and children if it is Thy holy will!"

Such were the prayers I heard that night on Shiloh Hill.

And early the next morning we were called to arms again,

Unmindful of the wounded and unuseful to the slain;

The struggle was renewed again, and ten thousand men were killed;

This was the second conflict of the famous Shiloh Hill.

The battle it raged on, though dead and dying men

Lay thick all o'er the ground, on the hill and on the glen;

And from their deadly wounds, the blood ran like a rill;

Such were the mournful sights that I saw on Shiloh Hill.

Before the day was ended, the battle ceased to roar,

And thousands of brave soldiers had fell to rise no more;

They left their vacant ranks for some other ones to fill,

And now their mouldering bodies all lie on Shiloh Hill.

And now my song is ended about those bloody plains;

I hope the sight by mortal man may ne'er be seen again!

But I pray to God, the Saviour, "If consistent with Thy will,

To save the souls of all who fell on bloody Shiloh Hill."

SHILOH, A REQUIEM

By Herman Melville

April, 1862
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Skimming lightly, wheeling still,

The swallows fly low

Over the fields in cloudy days,

The forest-field of Shiloh--

Over the field where April rain

Solaced the parched one stretched in pain

Through the pause of night

That followed the Sunday fight

Around the church of Shiloh--

The church, so lone, the log-built one,

That echoed to many a parting groan

And natural prayer

Of dying foeman mingled there--

Foeman at morn, but friends at eve--

Fame or country least their care:

(What like a bullet can undeceive!)

But now they lie low,

While over them the swallows skim,

And all is hushed at Shiloh.
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� (k): killed; (w): wounded;  (c ): captured.
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