The Battle of Stones River

(Murfreesboro, Tennessee)

31 December 1862 – 2 January 1863
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Cover Photo:  A.E. Mathews’ illustration of General Rosecrans directing the battle against a Confederate charge (Tennessee State Library and Archives).  Born in England, Mathews served with Ohio units in the Union Army.

Background

     Many of the events of Stones River can be traced in part to the events and activities of the two months preceding the battle.   In a short period of time, these two armies met each other on a field of battle, experienced leadership changes, faced criticism and redirection from the press and the political leadership, underwent reorganizations, suffered shortages in supplies and endured the holiday season away from home.  

     Concerns on both sides of the conflict begin with the Autumn Campaign and the Battle of Perryville.  Encouraged by some of the leading citizenry of Kentucky to venture north and establish a presence in the Commonwealth and with it thousands of loyal volunteers, General Braxton Bragg
, Commander of the Army of Mississippi, CSA and Major General Edmund Kirby Smith, Commander of the Army of Kentucky, led an invasion of Kentucky in September 1862.  Although they had outwitted Major General Don Carlos Buell outside Nashville and reached Kentucky, capturing Munfordville, before the Federal troops, the campaign was not a success.  As the two Armies maneuvered through Kentucky, the promised troops and supplies were not forth coming.  As Bragg complained “The people here have too many fat cattle and are too well off to fight.”
  On a military front, Brigadier General Joseph Wheeler, Bragg’s Chief of Cavalry would later write an agreement of intent is a poor substitute for unified command, particularly in an operation calling for the synchronized movement of two armies.
   

     As early as late September, two weeks into the campaign, Bragg had ordered Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest to secure Murfreesboro and the surrounding area.   Before plans could be finalized, the events in Kentucky would culminate in the Battle of Perryville.  Rather than take a stand at Munfordville, a location that blocked Union access to the supply stations in Louisville, Bragg withdrew to Bardstown.  While Bragg met with Kirby Smith in Lexington, Buell attacked the Confederate forces at Perryville on 7 October.  Upon his return, Bragg effectively directed his forces and pushed the Union troops back one mile.  Rather than pursue this opportunity, however, General Bragg opted to withdraw and directed his troops south through the Cumberland Gap and back into Tennessee.  

     For these actions, Bragg is criticized by his staff and the Confederate Congress and blasted in the Southern press all of whom sought his dismissal.  Rather than accompany his troops south, however, Bragg headed east to Richmond to garner support from his friend and ally President Jefferson Davis for a new plan of action - the occupation of Central Tennessee.  Although he was successful in this action, the issue of his leadership was not settled.  Bragg’s expedition to Richmond was followed by Major General Leonidas Polk and Brigadier General Kirby Smith.  Both renewed their efforts to have Bragg removed or themselves transferred.   President Davis however held firm.  As historian Peter Cozzens writes “the president agreed that the Kentucky campaign had been a ‘bitter disappointment,’ but reaffirmed his confidence in Bragg.  Others might ‘excite more enthusiasm,’ but given Bragg’s administrative and organizational talents, they would not be ‘equally useful.’”
  Davis decided to keep all three together – Bragg, Polk, and Kirby Smith.  

     The dubious relationship between the Confederate leadership in the West is further magnified with Bragg’s relationships within his command.  Described as a “dyspeptic martinet”, Bragg was admonished by his supporters for his quick temper, irritability and tendency to wound the innocent with “barbs thrown during his frequent fits of anger.”  Cozzens adds “his reluctance to praise or flatter was exceeded,…, only by the tenacity with which , …, he clung to an adverse impression of a subordinate.”
  To the men in the ranks, Bragg was known for his unyielding brand of discipline – which incorporated “shooting liberally for insubordination.”  Although some of the stories are exaggerated in the telling, the extent to which they were believed provides insights into the health and character of the Army of Tennessee.  

     On the Union side, General Buell was admonished in the Northern press for allowing the Confederates to “escape.”  Unlike Bragg, Buell did not enjoy support in Washington or the western governors.  His actions had already earned him the animosity of several western Governors.  Indiana Governor Oliver Morton resented Buell’s efforts to stop his interference with the Indiana units, which included exchanging a regiments’ arms without notifying the brigade commander.  Tennessee Governor Andrew Johnson was similarly vocal in his opposition to Buell who he deemed too lenient on the Southern populous for refusing to seize private property in conquered territory and for dismissing the brigade commander who had sacked Athens, Alabama.  

    On a personal level, Buell’s treatment of his soldiers was also criticized.   As many interpreted his treatment of them as the equivalent of “mere machinery.”  Cozzens writes that Buell’s “contempt for the volunteer soldier” and the “insistence of Regular Army standards of discipline” created a rift between the General and his western volunteers.  As one veteran would later write, “It was the universal experience in our late war, that the volunteer soldier could be led by justice, kindness and sympathy up to any point of excellence, but was made sullen and disobedient by what was thought to be injustice or tyranny.“
  Complaints about Buell fell upon receptive ears.  Governor Morton expressed his sentiments in a telegram to President Lincoln on 21 October.  He wrote:  “An officer, just arrived from Louisville, announced that Bragg had escaped with his army into East Tennessee, and that Buell’s army is countermarching to Lebanon.  The butchery of our troops at Perryville was terrible.  Nothing but success speedy and decided, will save our cause from utter destruction.  In the Northwest distrust and despair are seizing upon the hearts of the people.”

    President Abraham Lincoln concurred with the assessment of Buell’s actions in Kentucky.  He issued orders sending Buell in pursuit of Bragg, pointing out that the loyal population of that area had suffered greatly as a result of the Confederate raids.  Buell, however, expected the Tennessee capital to be the next target and turned his army to the west.  Lincoln subsequently relieved General Buell of command on 24 October.  On that date, the Secretary of War established the Department of the Cumberland and ordered General William S. Rosecrans
 to relieve General Buell. Rosecrans joined the Army at Bowling Green, Kentucky, on 2 November and soon thereafter began a program of reorganization and rebuilding.

     In his October guidance to General Rosecrans, General-in-Chief H.W. Halleck was quite specific:  

     The great objects to be kept in view in your operations in the field are:  First, to 

drive the enemy from Kentucky and Middle Tennessee; second, to taken and hold 

East Tennessee, cutting the line of railroad at Chattanooga, Cleveland or Athens, 

so as to destroy the connection of the valley of Virginia [Shenandoah Valley] with 

Georgia and the other Southern States.  It is to be accomplished before the roads 

become impassable.  …

     You will fully appreciate the importance of moving light and rapidly, and also the 

necessity of procuring as many of your supplies in the country passed over.  Where 

you cannot obtain enough by purchase of loyal men or requisitions upon the disloyal 

you will make forced, requisitions upon the country, paying or receipting, as the case 

may be, for the supplies taken.  The time has now come when we must apply the 

sterner rules of war, whenever, such application becomes necessary, to enable us to 

support our armies and to move them rapidly upon the enemy.  You will not hesitate to 

do this in all cases where the exigencies of the war require it. …

     I need not urge upon you the necessity of giving active employment to your forces.  

Neither the country nor the Government will much longer put up with this inactivity 

of some of our armies and generals.

     Upon his arrival, Rosecrans found ‘regiments that had not been paid in six months, officers without any means of subsistence, and troops deserting by the thousands.”
  In addition, the cavalry was poorly equipped, communication lines were broken and supply routes unreliable.  Despite his own quirks of personality
, Rosecrans was successful in his efforts to improve the quality and morale of his Army.  As he addressed the infrastructure, Rosecrans issued General Order No. 4, on 3 November, “in which he appealed to the officers and men to help him bring the army to ‘a state of discipline at least equal to that of the Rebels.’”  Rosecrans instituted a regulated camp life and incompetent or unfit leaders were marched out of service.  The men were urged to inspect and replace equipment as needed to ensure an effective unit.  On a larger scale, Rosecrans turned his attention to the cavalry – “a portion of these being ‘chiefly valuable for their capacity to evade danger and good service.’”
  Repeated requests to Washington produced a desired effect.  Brigadier General David Stanley was transferred to the Army of the Cumberland to reorganize and invigorate the cavalry.

     In December, Rosecrans would report a reorganized army, divided into three wings – left, right and center.  The Right and Left wings (15,832 and 14,308 personnel respectively) were composed of three divisions of infantry and nine batteries of artillery; the Center, with 29,337 men, contained four divisions and fourteen batteries, three of these unattached in reserve.  Another division was assigned garrison duty at Nashville.  

     Despite the admitted benefits of Rosecrans policies, General Halleck again wrote urging action on 4 December:  “…the President is very impatient at your long stay in Nashville.  The favorable season for your campaign will soon be over.  You give Bragg time to supply himself by plundering the very country your army should have occupied.  Twice have I been asked to designate some one else to command your army.  If you remain one more week in Nashville, I cannot prevent your removal.

     Rosecrans replied immediately via telegram:  

I have lost no time.  Everything I have done was necessary, absolutely so; 

and has been done as rapidly as possible.  Any attempt to advance sooner 

would have increased our difficulty both in front and rear.  In front, because 

of greater obstacles, enemies in greater force, and fighting with better chances 

of escaping pursuit, if overthrown in battle.  In rear, because of insufficiency 

and uncertainty of supplies, both of subsistence and ammunition, and no 

security of any kind to fall back on in case of disaster. If the Government, which 

ordered me here confides in my judgment, it may rely on my continuing to do 

what I have been trying to – that is, my whole duty.  If my superiors have lost 

confidence in me, they had better at once put someone in my place and let the 

future test the propriety of the change.
  

     As Halleck attempts to mollify Rosecrans, he notes that the implications of the Army’s actions extend beyond the battlefield.  Both Great Britain and France were watching the activities in the United States quite closely.  On 5 December, Halleck observed:

     The President is greatly dissatisfied with your delay, and has sent for 

me several times to account for it.  He has repeated to me time and 

again that there were imperative reasons why the enemy should be 

driven [south] across the Tennessee River at the earliest possible moment.  

He has never told me what those reasons were, but I imagine them to be 
diplomatic, and of the most serious character.

     The Confederates under General Bragg, soon to be reorganized as the Army of the Tennessee, retreated through the Cumberland Gap towards Knoxville and ultimately Central Tennessee.  If the mission of the Kentucky campaign was to capture Kentucky and increase enlistments from the loyal Kentucky citizenry, the campaign failed abysmally.  However, if one adds the third goal to ensure control of Central Tennessee, part of the Confederate Heartland, it could be argued that the effort was a partial success.  Bragg would achieve this goal with his reorganization of the Confederate Armies in the West in late November 1862.

General Orders No. 151




Tullahoma, November 20, 1862

   IV.  The three army corps, at present organized for active operation will be designated by the name of their respective permanent commanders, viz.  Smith’s, Polk’s and Hardee’s; the whole to constitute the Army of Tennessee.

   V.  Polk’s corps will take position near Murfreesboro; Smith’s in front of Manchester; Hardee’s near Shelbyville.  The cavalry brigades for these three corps (except one regiment of each) will take position in front of our lines, under the direction of the chief of cavalry.

VI.  Brigadier Generals Morgan’s and Forrest’s brigades of cavalry will, as soon as practicable after being relieved by Wharton’s command, proceed to the special service assigned them by the commanding general.  Much is expected by the army and its commander from the operations of these active and ever-successful leaders.

VII.  The foregoing dispositions are in anticipation of the great struggle, which must soon settle the question of supremacy in Middle Tennessee. The enemy in heavy force is before us, with a determination, no doubt, to redeem the fruitful country we have wrested from him.  With the remembrance of Richmond, Mundfordville, and Perryville so fresh in our minds, let us make a name for the Army of Tennessee as enviable as those enjoyed by the armies of Kentucky and the Mississippi.

 






Braxton Bragg

        With this deployment, Bragg was able to block all access (road, rivers, and railroads) to Middle Tennessee and its fertile lands represented by the valleys of the Stones River, Duck River and Elk River and Chattanooga to the south.  Part of an area described as the Confederate “Heartland”, it represented a concentration of food, livestock, mules, horses, iron, raw materials and facilities for manufacturing weapons and equipment.
  Four days later, Bragg would report to President Davis that 


     Our whole effective force of infantry and artillery will, therefore be about 

40,000, with 5,000 cavalry (or, rather, mounted gun-men) in the three regular 

brigades; 5,000 more I send, under Forrest and Morgan, on partisan service, for 

which, and which alone, their commanders are peculiarly and specially suited.

     My present dispositions are:  Morgan to operate with his cavalry brigade north 

of the Cumberland [River], on the enemy’s lines of communication, which I am 

confident will prevent the enemy from using the Louisville Railroad, which is not 

yet in running order, and their wagon trains will be in constant danger.  Forrest 

with his cavalry brigade is to work south of the Cumberland and west of Nashville.  

With a battery of rifle guns, he will destroy their transports on both rivers.  …

    My infantry and artillery is concentrating in three corps at Murfreesboro, and on 

the turnpikes leading thereto, on the right and left, within supporting distance, and 

ready for any move.  The three regular cavalry brigades are in front of the advanced 

infantry, and always in sight of the enemy, giving me daily information. He is thus 

kept from foraging this side of the Cumberland [River].  From the best information 

we get, the enemy numbers not less than 60,000 in and about Nashville.  This we 

are prepared to meet at any time, and are confident of beating in open field, and we 

shall spare no effort to draw him out.

     We are securing a rich harvest of supplies.  Subsistence is abundant, not only for us, 

but a surplus may be had.  Forage is abundant.  Some horses and mules are to be had, 

and material for clothing and tents, and leather are also found in considerable quantities.  

It should be borne in mind, however, that we are now gleaning the country, and many 

of these articles … will not be reproduced during the war.

     Not mentioned, however, is the fact that Bragg and his army were in direct competition with the commissary agents for the Army of Virginia.  These agents, able to pay higher prices for food and forage, were sending large amounts of supplies east, via the railroad to Atlanta.  The Army in the East had higher priority both in the political and the military realms.  Although well situated for the winter, Bragg’s army was not necessarily the best equipped.  In other correspondence, Bragg would lament the poor condition of the railroads, etc. which resulted in at best a delayed supply chain for manufactured goods and raw materials (iron and timber for the railroads).  In late November, Bragg reports that his troops, barefoot and ragged, had begun to receive the promised clothing, shoes and blankets and ‘the health and tone of my old Army …  were never better.’”   He adds the Tennesseans of course are faring much better equipped as they are by friends and family.


     As Rosecrans is building and training his army, urged to expedite by Washington, Bragg and his troops were essentially in winter quarters in Murfreesboro.
  Staunchly Confederate, the town of Murfreesboro, unlike other Southern communities, had not suffered the ravages of war, in December 1862.  In fact, Bragg’s army was welcomed by the town and its citizens throughout the holiday season, which saw a series of balls, parties and the wedding of Brigadier General John Hunt Morgan.  
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Murfreesboro as represented in Harpers Weekly Magazine, 31 January 1863.

Excerpt from Spruill and Spruill:

    U.S. Army Field Manual 3-0 identifies four types of offensive operation – movement to contact, attack, exploitation, and pursuit.  A movement to contact is conducted by a force when the commander is unsure of the exact enemy location and force.  An attack, which uses various forms of maneuver, is conducted to destroy or render combat ineffective an enemy or to capture key terrain.  An exploitation often follows a successful attack, its purpose to prevent the enemy from reestablishing its defenses and to capture objectives deep in the enemy rear.  A pursuit like the exploitation follows a successful attack or successful exploitation.  Where the exploitation orients on capture of terrain, the pursuit focuses on the enemy force.  The purpose of the pursuit is to cut off, capture, or destroy an enemy force that is attempting to escape.

     When conducting an attack, there are four forms of maneuver.  These are:  envelopment, turning movement, infiltration, penetration and frontal attack.  In an envelopment, the attacker focuses upon one or both of the enemies flanks, avoiding a frontal attack.   Single envelopment moves against one flank; while the double is against both.  Goal gain the enemy rear, isolate him from communications and logistical support.  A turning movement goes further.  In a turning movement, the attacking force avoids the “enemy’s principal defensive position” and by capturing objectives in the rear, turns him out of his current position.  Thereby, rendering the defenses useless.  As the name implies, in an infiltration, the attacking force is able to gain undetected access to and/or through the enemy’s position to gain access to the rear.  The goal of a penetration maneuver is to break through the enemy’s defenses, “[creating] assailable flanks” at this point and gaining access to the rear.  Finally, a frontal attack, which relies upon strength of numbers, calls for an attack across a wide area and via the most direct routes.  

      At Stones River, Rosecrans initially applies the movement to contact as he begins to maneuver from Nashville.  Once in position on 30 December, his plans call for a shift of to attack and pursuit.  Rosecrans plan of attack called for an envelopment of Bragg’s right flank.  Meanwhile, Bragg has been on the December.  On 31 December however, we will see that he takes the initiative and switches to offensive operations.  Bragg employed two modes of attack – an envelopment of the Union right and a frontal attack against the center position.  Some historians believe that Bragg’s plans incorporated a turning movement, Spruill and Spruill however suggest that the goal of the envelopment was to cut off the lines of communication; while the frontal attack engaged the army in position.  Bragg concluded the battle of Stones River with a frontal attack on the Union Left Wing at McFadden’s Ford on 2 January.  

….

Stop 1 – The Eve of Battle/ Bragg Strikes the Right

     Union General in Chief Henry Halleck telegraphed Rosecrans with the message “…the Government demands action, and if you cannot respond to that demand someone else will be tried.”  Upon receipt of that message, the Union Army of the Cumberland prepared to move out.  As Rosecrans would later write “In the absence of these forces, and with adequate supplies in Nashville, the moment was judged opportune for an advance.”

     By Christmas Day, the Army of the Cumberland had been under marching order for several days.  Postponements resulting from a lack of supplies added to the tensions.  Once the forage trains had collected the necessary materials for the Left Wing, the final marching orders came … Christmas night 1862.  The news, however, was met with skepticism and doubt.  As Corporal Ebenezer Hannaford of  Company B, 6th Ohio Infantry  observed in his article published in Harper’s Magazine:   

                  For days past we had now been under marching orders.  Even the hour 

and the order of march had once or twice been set – and still we were here.  

So that when the orderly sergeant, coming to our tent this Christmas night, 

just after tattoo, peered in at the aperture of the door held open with both 

hands, and oracularly pronounced, “Réveille in the morning at four o’clock; 

march at daylight with three day’ rations!”  We received the announcement 

with all the philosophical indifference that doubt could engender.

     December 26 was not an opportune day for the Army.  The weather which had been exceptionally fine for two weeks changed abruptly.  The day dawned cold with chill winds blowing through the valleys and thick mists throughout the camps.  As they rose, black clouds held promise of winter rains.   By the time breakfast fires were doused, the soldiers faced driving rains and steady winds from the west.

         That morning, however, 44,000 troops of the Army of the Cumberland began their trek south along three different routes in search of the Confederate army.
  Camped five miles south of Nashville, at Mill Creek, General McCook received a telegram at 4:30 a.m. ordering him to begin the advance.  “Movement orders were prepared and dispatched to the division commanders.  At 6:00 a.m. – an hour and a half before dawn – the men of Brigadier General Jefferson C. Davis’s division filed onto the Edmondson Pike.  Although they could see little in the predawn twilight, what they felt underfoot was none to their liking.  Already the rain was carving rivulets along the road, and the veterans knew that after the first regiments passed, the surface would be reduced to a soft, pasty, ooze that would slow the advance to a crawl.”
  In the midst of this they were periodically stalled by Confederate skirmishers.  With better screening support from their Cavalry troops, the other two divisions fared a bit better.  Not harassed with Confederate delaying tactics, Brigadier General Phil Sheridan’s division reached Nolensville by 4:00 p.m.  General George Thomas continued along the third route unopposed.  By mid-morning, the routes were heavily congested and the roads, “the consistency of cream or very thick paste.”  
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Rosecrans initial plan for a Movement to Contact.

    Historian Peter Cozzens elaborates upon the nature of a days’ march in 1862:  

A day long march of 1862 was difficult under the best of conditions. 

The Union volunteer of 1862 bore a load seemingly calculated to make each 

step a challenge. On his back he carried a knapsack stuffed with extra clothing, 

underwear, a blanket, and such personal effects as he might elect to take to the 

field.  A canteen and tin cup hung over the knapsack.  Draped over his hip was 

a haversack with three day’ cooked rations – rations that were anything but 

appetizing:  one pound of hard bread (known as hardtack in the Eastern armies), 

three-fourths of a pound of salt pork, a small bundle of coffee, a bit of sugar 

wrapped perhaps in paper, and a pinch of salt sufficed to keep a soldier alive 

during a day of active campaigning.  Forty rounds of ammunition were carried 

in a cartridge box worn below the haversack.  A rifle and bayonet with scabbard 

completed the load.
   

Saturday, 27 December 1862

     Receiving intelligence reports on the Federal advance, which progressed at a swifter rate than anticipated, Bragg began to concentrate his army.  Uncertain of the Federal objective, Bragg determined that the area west of Stones River was at a greater threat.  In Murfreesboro itself were Polk’s corps and three brigades of Breckinridge’s division of Hardee’s corps.  The rest of Hardee’s corps were situated 20 miles west at Eagleville.  On the opposite side of Murfreesboro, 12 miles east, was McCown’s division at Readyville.  The cavalry brigades remained in front of the army, “covering all approaches within 10 miles of Nashville.”

     The weather again hampered the controlled the Federal advance.  A winter storm brought much cooler temperatures, more rain and a dense morning fog.  As Rosecrans predicted – “Not much progress today, I fear.”  The weather turned from bad to worse and one unit – Thomas’s division – took all afternoon to travel five miles.  That night the rains turned to sleet and the roads became patches of ice.
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Sunday, 28 December 1862

     On Sunday, 28 December, Rosecrans and his army stopped for a day of rest.  The road and weather conditions had taken a toll on the Army.  Reconnaissance missions, however, were not impacted, as Rosecrans sought to pinpoint Bragg’s army.

    In contrast, Bragg  issued a memoranda to his leaders outlining the plans for the upcoming encounter.


Memoranda for general and staff officers, December 28, 1862


1st. The line of battle will be in front of Murfreesboro; half of the army, left wing, in front of Stone’s [sic] River; right wing in rear of the river.


2nd. Polk’s corps will form left wing; Hardee’s corps, right wing.


3d. Withers’ division will form first line in Polk’s corps; Cheathams’, the second line.  Breckinridge’s division forms first line in Hardee’s corps; Cleburne’s division, second line Hardee’s corps.


4th. McCown’s division to form reserve, opposite center, on high ground, in rear of Cheatham’s present quarters.


5th Jackson’s brigade reserve, to the right flank, to report to Lieutenant General Hardee.


6th Two lines to be formed from 800 to 1,000 yards apart, according to the ground.


7th Chiefs of artillery, to pay special attention to posting of batteries, and supervise their work, seeing they do not causelessly waste their ammunition.


8th Cavalry to fall back gradually before the enemy, reporting by couriers every hour.  When near our lines, Wheeler will move to the right and Wharton to the left, to cover and protect our flanks and report movements of enemy; Pegram to fall to the rear, and report to commanding general as a reserve


9th Tonight, if the enemy has gained his position in our front ready for action, Wheeler and Wharton, with their whole commands, will make a night march to the right and left, turn the enemy’s flank, gain his rear and vigorously assail his trains and rear guard, blocking the roads, and impeding his movements every way, holding themselves ready to assail his retreating forces.


10th All quartermasters, commissaries, and ordnance officers will remain at their proper posts, discharging their appropriate duties.  Supplies and baggage should be ready, packed for a move forward or backward as the results of the day may require, and the trains should be in position, out of danger, teamsters all present, and quartermasters in charge.


11th Should we be compelled to retire, Polk’s corps will move on Shelbyville and Hardee’s on Manchester pike; trains in front; cavalry in rear.

    Opposition to this plan was almost immediate.  Lieutenant General William Hardee, for example, observed “The fields beyond town are fringed with dense cedar brakes, offering excellent shelter for approaching infantry, and are almost impervious to artillery.  The country on every side is entirely open, and …accessible to the enemy.”
  Given the recent rains, Hardee also expressed concern over the potential division of the Army by Stones River itself, which was already rising.

Monday, 29 December 1862

       As the Federal divisions marched south, the wagon train followed behind.  On the December 29th, on the outskirts of Lavergne, General Joseph Wheeler successfully intercepted the train.  The raid netted 400 prisoners, 200 wagons and over 1,000 mules, the Federal supply line was not entirely broken.  At the same time, the Confederates did not benefit from this plunder.  The prisoners were paroled, the mules scattered and the wagons burned.  The raid not only impacted the supply line, it prevented some of the Union brigades from reaching Murfreesboro until the evening of the 31st.

     On the lines, preparations continued.  Walthall’s Brigade reports “rifle pits were constructed along the line of the Twenty-seventh Mississippi which was in the open field.  Captain [Overton W.] Barret also threw up slight earthworks to protect his cannoneers and horses against the enemy’s sharpshooters. The other regiments, all of which were in the cedar forest, erected temporary breastworks of stone, great quantities of which covered the ground about them.”

     Based upon intelligence from General Palmer’s division which reported the enemy in retreat, Rosecrans sent orders to Crittenden’s division to advance into Murfreesboro.  Although the order would be rescinded, the attack had already begun.  Colonel Charles Harker’s brigade had waded across Stones River after dark and progressed to the base of Wayne’s Hill until recalled at 10 p.m.  At this point Rosecrans, with only one-third of his army in the field, is opposed by the entire Confederate army.

Tuesday, 30 December 1862

     The rest of Rosecrans army gradually moves into position.  He has established a line four miles long, extending from the high ground overlooking McFadden’s Ford of Stones River, crossing the Nashville Turnpike and Railway and heading south-west   Rosecrans plan called for the primary attack to fall upon the enemy’s right.  As laid out in his report:

     McCook [the Right Wing] was to occupy the most advantageous position, 

refusing his right as much as practicable and necessary to secure it, to receive 

the attack of the enemy; or, if that did not come, to attack himself, sufficient to 

hold all the force in front;  Thomas and Palmer’s [division of the Left Wing] to 

open with skirmishing, and engage the enemy’s center and [right] as far as the 

river; Crittenden [Left Wing] to cross Van Cleve’s division at the lower ford, 

covered and supported by the sappers and miners, and to advance on Breckinridge;  Wood’s division to follow by brigades, crossing at the upper ford and moving on 

Van Cleve’s right, to carry everything before them into Murfreesboro.  …

         
     It was explained to them that this combination, insuring us a vast superiority on

our left, required for its success that General McCook should be able to hold his 

position for three hours; that, if necessary to recede at all, he should recede, as he 

had advanced on the preceding day, slowly and steadily, refusing his right, thereby rendering our success certain.
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    Ironically, General Bragg adopted a similar plan of action – the focus of the attack was to be upon the Federal’s right flank.   As the day progressed, Bragg shifted his forces in preparation.  Specifically, “Cleburne’s division, Hardee’s corps was moved from the second line on the right to the corresponding position on the left, and Lieutenant General Hardee was ordered to that point and assigned to the command of … [Cleburne’s division] and McCown’s division.  This disposition, the result of necessity, left me no reserve, but Breckinridge’s command on the right, now not threatened, was regarded as a source of supply for any re-enforcements absolutely necessary to other parts of the field.”
  Although divided by Stones River, Bragg determined that given the conditions of the river – “fordable at almost any point for infantry, and at short intervals perfectly practicable for artillery” – it would not be an issue. Having anxiously waited for an attack that never came, Bragg decided to take the offensive the next day.

    For many it was a day of “anxious suspense.”  For example, Crittenden and his men had little to do but sit or stand on line in the rain.  “The orders were to be ready at a moment’s notice.  The liens were forming.  Batteries were being placed in position.  Dark columns stood noiseless in the rain.  Hospitals were established in the rear, and the musicians and other non-combatants were detailed to bear the stretchers and attend the ambulances.  Medical stores were unpacked and countless rolls of bandages placed at hand for use.  Provision trains were brought up and rations issued.”

     Thus, by the evening of 30 December, both armies are in place.  Only 700 yards divides the front lines of McCook and Withers.  As some tried to rest, sleep, amid the rocks and the mud, the bands on both sides rose up in song.  Sam Seay of the First Tennessee Infantry observed “At every pause on our side, far away could be heard the military band of the other.  Finally one of them struck up “Home Sweet Home.”  As if by common consent, all other airs ceased, and the bands of both armies as far as the ear could reach, joined in the refrain.  Who knew how many hearts were bold next day by reason of that air?”

     In the early morning hours, General Bragg transferred some of his units to reinforce his left.  Pickets alerted Brigadier Generals Phil Sheridan and Joshua Sill who notified General McCook of the activity.  McCook dismissed these concerns believing that Crittenden’s attack on the Confederate Right, scheduled for the next morning, would counter any threats.    

The Battle Begins in Earnest


31 December 1862

“We were just blowing our coffee cool enough to drink….”
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    The Confederate attack began in the early morning hours.  Major General McCown and his men arose early and prepared.  At 5:30 a.m. on the Federal side, however, breakfast fires were lit and the morning coffee was roasting.  The air was easy almost nonchalant.  To a dispatch reminding him to be ready before daybreak, Brigadier General August Willich replied “They are so quiet out there that I guess they are no more here.”  Lieutenant J.H. Woodward observed “His whole manner impressed me with the feeling that he had no apprehension of an attack upon his front.”

    And yet, as Historian Peter Cozzens dramatically writes:  

     
     Out on the picket line all was quiet.  Perched atop split-rail fences or 



reclining against cedars, the sentinels gazed absently into the twilight.  



And then, at 6:22 A.M., they saw it.  Emerging from the gray fog was a 



wall of Butternut:  forty-four hundred men of McCown’s division,….

Or as Brigadier General McNair, more formally reports:



     At 6 a.m. on December 31, I moved forward about 150 yards, and joined 



Brigadier General Ector’s brigade on the right.  We then moved forward 



together to meet the enemy, who was in force, immediately in front of us.  We 



had advanced but a short distance before the enemy’s pickets and sharpshooters 



opened fire upon us.  At this point I cautioned my brigade to reserved their fire 



and push forward.  I had advanced but a short distance with the fire became 



general along the line, indicating that we were near the enemy in position; and 



at that moment he opened upon us with a six-gun battery a most terrific fire of shell 



and grape shot.  I then ordered a charge, which was responded to with alacrity and 



good will.  It was but a moment until his battery was ours, his long line of infantry 

routed and dispersed, and the strong position which he held in security but a moment before covered with his dead and wounded.  My command continued to pursue the 

enemy for three-quarters of a mile, pouring a destructive force upon his broken and scattered ranks, strewing the ground with his killed and wounded.  At this point, discovering that the support of my right had not come up as expected by me, and the enemy having thrown a heavy force partly in my rear, their sharpshooters having 

already commenced to fire upon my wounded men,. I halted my brigade and moved 

them to the rear by the flank, for the purpose of protecting my wounded men.  …. I immediately ordered forward movement, and had to advance across an open field a distance of about 400 yards.  Again I directed my brigade to reserve their fire, which 

was done, until we had advanced within about 300 yards.  Though the enemy poured 

a heavy fire upon my line from behind their cover, yet not a man faltered, but pushed forward with the stern determination of veterans.  Here I ordered a charge, and as 

before, officers and men seemed to vie with each other in performing acts of gallantry, 

and one simultaneous shout rent the air.  The enemy, made bold by his front being protected by the fences held his position with more tenacity than usual; but the terrific 

fire poured upon his ranks, and the velocity with which my men charged, drove him 

from his position in confusion, thus relieving Brigadier General Liddell’s brigade….

    Within five minutes, some of the Union lines were crumbling.  While some units rallied and attempted to counter the attack, others were caught entirely unprepared.  The rifles of the 49th Ohio were stacked and empty with “men running every way and no one knew where to go but to try and get out of danger.”
  Brigadier General Richard Johnson would experience a fifty percent casualty rate during this morning’s encounter.  Although the 29th and others were able to rally in many cases it produced “no visible effect.”

    Lieutenant Tunnel of the Fourteenth Texas Infantry described the situation they encountered as they faced the men of General Richard Johnson’s Division.

         Many of the Yanks were either killed or retreated in their nightclothes … 

     We found a caisson with the horses still attached lodged against a tree and other 

     evidence of confusion.  The Yanks tried to make a stand whenever they could 

     find shelter of any kind.  All along our route we captured prisoners, who would 

     take refuge behind houses, fences, logs, cedar bushes and ravines.”

     With the element of surprise and overwhelming numbers, the Confederates quickly gained the rear of many of McCook’s units.  The Confederates captured many prisoners and artillery batteries, as well as an assortment of equipment scattered throughout the camps.   By10 a.m, they had almost reached their goal - the Nashville Pike.  In the pursuit of retreating Federal forces, however, the Confederate lines were mingled and dissolved.  Units on both sides became disoriented and lost.
  Ultimately, a large gap was created on the Confederate line which slowed the movement of the right wheel.  In addition to these factors, ironically the route chosen by the fleeing soldiers was opposite took their pursuers in directions opposite to that outlined by General Bragg. 

     Only the 77th Pennsylvania was able to situate themselves and remain on the field. Successful in their encounter against the 1st Arkansas, the Pennsylvanians pushed the Arkansas brigade back and pursuing them through a cornfield, etc.  

    The next units to face the advance of McCown’s men  – Willich’s Brigade – were in some respects swept away by two waves of attack.  As Kirks’ men fled, in all directions, from the Confederate advance they obscured the field of battle, preventing an effective responding fire.  Having said this it should also be noted that many were as unprepared as the first units, with horses unhitched from limbers and grazing at fields to the west.

    The overwhelming nature of the attack is summed up by historian Peter Cozzens:

               There was little organization to the Federal retreat, and no unified command.  



Regiments – or more often bits of regiments – made brief stands behind fences 



or among farm houses and outbuildings.  The Fifteenth Ohio kept together until 



it ran into the picket fence along the eastern edge of the Smith farm. Here panic 



broke out.  Trapped in an open field with a fence too high to scale readily to their 



front and Ector’s Texans firing into their backs, the Ohioans tried frantically to 



pry apart the posts and rails.  Here and there a gap was found, and the more 



fortunate slipped through, discarding rifle and haversacks in their haste, and ran 



toward Overall Creek.  Others were less successful, or less tenacious – Sergeant 



Alexis Cope claimed that over one hundred of his comrades surrendered rather 



than be shot in the back searching for a way though the fence.  Cope was more 



persistent.  Unable to get over the fence, he jogged south toward the gate and the 



enemy.  Passing through the gate and into the Smith house unmolested, he emerged 

on the west side only to be struck by a minie ball that jarred his rifle from his grasp; without missing a stride he picked it up and continued running toward Overall Creek.  Cope was lucky.  Not only did he successfully run the gauntlet of pursuing Confederates, but the ball that had struck his arm was spent, leaving only a painful bruise beneath his heavy overcoat. … 

     In another instance, Levi Wagner, of the 1st Ohio recounts the benefits provide by a split rail fence.  The 5th Kentucky, 1st Ohio and 6th Indiana had managed to develop a line with the 93rd Ohio and the 5th Indiana Artillery in support.  On the orders of their commander Colonel Philemon Baldwin the 1st Ohio began its trek across a cornfield amid scattered limestone boulders to meet the Confederate force.  Wagner writes:  “And here, if you were inclined to smile at the idea of a rail fence being any protection during a battle, if you could just for a few moments transport yourself to the opposite side of that fence and view the bullet holes those rails contain, you would see that a very light obstruction often saves a life.”
  The subsequent engagement was described by Wagner as “the fiercest engagement, for its short duration of any we experienced while in the service.”  The split rail fence was soon demolished, but the units held the three Confederate regiments for twenty minutes.

   Sergeant Major Widney, 34th Illinois has this observation:




Our only salvation was to lie flat as possible, for the air seethed with the ‘Zip’




 of bullets ….  It reminded me of the passage of a swarm of bees.  Bullets 




plowed little furrows around us, throwing up grass and soil into our face or 




over our bodes, and other struck with a dull ‘thud’ into some poor unfortunate 




soul.

    Less dramatically, Private Jay Butler, Company B, 101st Ohio, writes in a letter home of more material concerns:  “When we got back as far as my knapsack, I picked it up and attempted to carry it and did so for a quarter of a mile when I found that I was getting behind and that the bullets came nearer and thicker, so I dropped it, took out my rubber blanket and went on my way feeling very down hearted at leaving so many good and useful articles to the enemy that was fast coming upon us, such as my sleeping cap, shirts, dressing case, nice, new stockings, etc.”
  The withdrawal of the 101st Ohio had deteriorated after both commanders were mortally wounded.  

     Although criticized for their actions, Rosecrans stated that the retreating soldiers had moved to far too the west,” their actions ultimately assisted in the effort to establish a second Federal line.  As the Southern soldiers pursued the Federal troops, one to two miles and some more, they followed a route counter to the wheel action designed by General Bragg.  In addition, the second line, which continued to follow the original plan of action, was thrown into the fight much sooner than anticipated.  General Cleburne, for example, would later report that at one point he realized “I was in reality, the foremost line on this part of the field, and that McCown’s line had unaccountably disappeared from by front.”  Brigadier General Bushrod Johnson provides this account of the second line’s advance against Colonel Philip Post’s brigade:

          The fire was still being kept up on the part of our troops, when it was observed 


that the troops on our right, bearing colors with blue ground and red cross, were falling 


back, and it was reported that our right was flanked by a heavy force.  A precipitate 


retreat immediately followed.  My brigade having a strong position, held to it with 


tenacity, and abandoned it with reluctance, after a delay that led to considerable loss.

               The retreat was made without order.  The lines were broken and men of different 


regiments, brigades and divisions were scattered all over the fields.  The movement 

was to me totally unexpected, and I have yet to learn that there existed a cause commensurate with the demoralization that ensured.  At the moment in which I felt 

the utmost confidence in the success of our arms I was almost run over by our 

retreating troops.  Our men were within sight of the Nashville pike; some have said 

they were on it.  The enemy’s right was doubled back upon their center.  Had we held 

this position the line of communication of the enemy would have been cut.  We could 

have flanked them and enfiladed their whole line, which was no doubt in disorder.  Had 

we received reinforcements we might have returned and regained the ground.  But very soon the enemy planted a formidable battery on an eminence near the railroad, sweeping 

all the open field and commanding even the woods in which our lines were formed.  The enemy’s infantry was also brought forward and posted in great strength, so as to be protected by the side slopes of the railroad and pike and the trees and rocks in the cedar glade.  It would have been very hazardous to assail them with any force by our former approach.

     As the battle progressed, everyone moved closer and closer to the Federal rear.  Hospitals were overrun.  Dr. Charles Doolittle, who stayed behind with the wounded, described the battle that carried on around them.  “The bullets flew so thick, it seemed as if one had only to hold out his hand to catch it full of them.  …There were a great many killed along side of the fences around the house.  The whole thing was one magnificent exhibition of human passion.”

     The Confederate cavalry units had also succeeded in gaining the Federal rear and attempted to interrupt the flow of ammunition and supplies to the front.  Captain Gates Thruston oversaw the infantry unit protecting the wagon train.  Escaping a cavalry detachment, Thruston guided his 76 drivers and their escort through thickets, ravines and fencerows for half a mile.  “I had no special orders and just what to do was something of a problem.”  Emerging near the Widow Burris’ house, the conditions were little better:  “the whole are in rear between our right and left was a scene of strife and confusion that beggars description.  Stragglers from the front, teamsters, couriers, negro servants, hospital attendants, ambulances added to the turmoil.  Wounded and riderless horses and cattle wild with fright rushed frantically over the field.”
  Encountering more Confederate cavalry, Thruston appealed to all Federal cavalry for assistance.  A cavalry battle ensued, during the course of which Colonel Lewis Zahm, 2nd Brigade, observed “matters looked pretty blue.”  Ultimately however, McCook’s wagon train was saved with “some sharp fighting [and] a great deal more running.”

    As the morning progressed, McCown began to unite his scattered brigades.  Units halted to rest and replenish their cartridge boxes and await orders.  

Stop 2 – The Slaughter Pen
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    As mentioned earlier General Bragg’s plan of attack included two elements – the envelopment of the Union right and a frontal attack on the center.  The units in the center were to keep the Union forces contained, while the Right Wing was forced back to the Nashville pike.  At this point, with the battle only an hour old, the Confederate attack had put five Union brigades in full retreat.  They were less successful on the Center.
    Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk’s Corps led the second Confederate wave with Major Generals Jones Withers and Benjamin Cheatham.  The attack, delayed by General Cheatham
 began at 7 a.m., after Bragg sent an order to get moving.  Given the nature of the terrain, Withers and Cheatham agreed to divide control of their units.  Rather than one commander overseeing the attacking brigades and the other the supporting troops, the division was made by left and right sides of the battlefield.  Cheatham controlled the four brigades on the left and Withers the right. 

     Alerted to movement earlier in the morning. General Sheridan had ordered his troops rise early and prepare.  His troops were situated “on a ridge of rocks with chasms intervening and covered with a dense growth of rough cedars.”
  Unlike the units on the right wing, he was initially able to hold off the Confederate attack and push them back
     Cheatham began his assault with Deas’ brigade from Alabama, led by Colonel Loomis.  Crossing an open cornfield for 300 yards, the brigade conducted a wheel and marched forward.  As the Union forces pulled back, the Alabamians charged the fence exposing their left flank to the detriment of the 26th Alabama.  The Union forces were able to counterattack and regain the fence rail. The encounter is described in part by Captain Porter Olson, 36th Illinois:


… the enemy advanced in strong force from the timber from beyond the cotton-

field opposite our right.  They came diagonally across the field.  Upon reaching 

the foot of the hill, they made a half wheel and came up directly in front of us.  

When the enemy had advanced up the hill sufficiently to be in sight Colonel 

Greusel ordered the regiment to fire, which was promptly obeyed.  We engaged the enemy at short range, the lines being not over 10 rods apart.  [A rod is 5.5 yards; therefore 10 rods = 55 yards.]  After a few rounds, the regiment supporting us on 

our right gave way.  In this manner we fought for nearly half an hour, when Colonel Greusel ordered the regiment to charge.  The enemy fled in great confusion across 

the cotton-field into the woods opposite our left, …


…The Thirty-sixth again took position upon the hill, and the support of our right 

came forward.  At this time General Sill was killed, and Colonel Greusel took 

command of the brigade.  A fresh brigade of the enemy advanced from the 

direction that the first had come, and in splendid order.  We opened fire on 

them with terrific effect.  Again the regiment on our right gave way, and we were 

again left without support.  In this condition we fought until our ammunition was exhausted, and until the enemy had entirely flanked us on our right.  At this juncture Major Miller ordered the regiment to fall back. … We moved back of the corn-field to the edge of the timber, a hundred rods to the right of the Wilkinson pike, and 2 miles from Murfreesboro, at 8 a.m.  Here I met General Sheridan, and reported to him that the regiment was out of ammunition, and that I would be ready for action as soon as I could obtain it.  We had suffered severely in resisting the attack of superior numbers.  I had now only 140 men.

     Sheridan’s right had repeatedly suffered strong attacks and was rapidly running out of ammunition.  Colonel George Roberts, of the left brigade, led a counterattack against these forces, allowing Sill’s brigade and those regiments sent to support it to withdraw.  Roberts was able to force Colonel Arthur Manigault to fall back and his unit also captured one of the enemy’s artillery pieces.  The new line, which included one of Sheridan’s reserve units, was drawn to conform to brigades remaining on his right to the Harding farm and incorporated three batteries.  Sitting along a rise, with a cornfield in front of them, the line was drawn between the Harding house and a small woods 600 yards away.  

     Manigault launched his second attack on Sheridan’s forces at 8:30 a.m. - this time assisted by Brigadier General George Maney’s 3rd Brigade from Tennessee.  The uncoordinated advance [a product of the terrain] stalled and confusion ensued.  From this encounter, General Leonidas Polk’s report illustrates the “fog of war.”  Although Manigault’s advance became stalled, combined forces on the right had pushed Sheridan’s troops back.  They abandoned one battery of four guns on the field to be taken over by Maney’s brigade.  Given the situation, Manigaults failure to capture the other battery, and their location however, Maney’s men were “a shooting gallery target” for Captain Charles Houghtalling’s 1st Illinois battery, in which “the Rebels were falling like leaves of autumn.”   Polk explains the issues and the attempts to assess the possibly friendly fire
:


   Here I think it proper to bring to the notice of the general commanding an 

instance of self-sacrificing devotion to the safety of their immediate commands 

and of our cause, which, for heroic courage and magnanimity, is without parallel.  

A battery was pouring a murderous fire into the brigade of General Maney from 

a point which made it doubtful whether it was ours or the enemy’s.  Two 

unsuccessful efforts had been made by staff officers (one of whom was killed in 

the attempt) to determine its character.  The doubt caused the brigade on which it 

was firing to hesitate in returning the fire, when Sergeant Oakley, color-bearer of 

the Fourth Tennessee Confederate Regiment, and Sergt. M.C. Hooks, color bearer 

of the Ninth Tennessee Regiment, gallantly advanced 8 or 10 paces to the front, displaying their colors and holding themselves and the flag to their country erect; remained ten minutes in a place so conspicuous as to be plainly seen, and fully to 

test from whom their brigade was suffering so severely.  The murderous firing, 

instead of abating, was increased and intensified, and soon demonstrate that the 

battery and its support were not friends but enemies.  The sergeants then returned deliberately to their proper positions in the line, unhurt, and the enemy’s battery was silenced and his column put to flight.  …

    Manigault would later lead a third assault on Sheridan’s troops.  This one supported by the 45th Alabama and the 24th Mississippi, brigades from Walthall’s Brigade.  Sheridan’s new lines proved well considered.  As Brigadier General J. Patton Anderson of Walthall’s Brigade observed in his report:


They became hotly engaged soon after leaving their breastworks, the enemy being

in heavy force and strongly posted, backed by many pieces of artillery, so planted 

as to enfilade a portion of our line.  In addition to this enfilading fire, Colonel 

Manigault was exposed to a cross-fire from a battery in front of his left.  In the 

unequal contest our line halted, staggered, and fell back in some confusion, but 

were easily rallied, reformed and moved to the front.

Anderson adds that three Mississippi units, the 30th, 29th and 27th were subsequently added to the contest.  Their instructions were “to swing round and upon and preserve the touch of elbow to the right.”  He adds 

Immediately in front and in short range of these regiments the enemy had two 

batteries advantageously posted, so as to sweep an open field over which they 

had to pass in their advance.  The ordeal to which they were subjected was a 

severe one, but the task was undertaken with a spirit and courage which always 

deserves success and seldom fails of achieving it.  As often as their ranks were 

shattered and broken by grape and canister did they rally, reform, and renew the 

attack under the leadership of their gallant officers.  They were ordered to take the batteries at all hazards, and they obeyed the order, not, however, without heavy 

loss of officers and men.

In fact, the 30th Mississippi lost 62 officers and men killed and 139 wounded on this acre of ground.

     The Union troops had been ordered to hold fire and watched as the Confederates struggled across the muddy and rutted cornfield.  At 30 yards, they were ordered to fire and this particular Confederate advance disintegrated.  About this advance, Private J.E. Robuck commented on the deep furrows encountered on the advance.  Increasingly irritated, he found that attempts to jump the furrows had winded left him winded.  Commenting on their retreat, however, Robuck writes “I would have liked it better had they been four feet deep.”  During this one advance, estimated to have lasted fifteen minutes, 201 soldiers fell dead or wounded over one acre of ground.

I cannot remember now of ever seeing more dead men and horses and captured cannon all jumbled together, than that scene of blood and carnage … on the (Wilkinson) … Turnpike; the ground was literally covered with blue coats dead.”

Sam Watkins

1st Tennessee Infantry
     Through ninety minutes of fierce combat, Sheridan’s troops faced the brigades of Manigault, Maney, Preston Smith’s Brigade under Colonel Vaughan and the brigades of Brigadier Generals S.A.M. Wood, Lucius Polk and Bushrod Johnson.  These seven brigades represent almost half of the Southern units situated to the west of Stones River.

     Once again, the situation on the right would force Sheridan to pull back and realign to a new (third) position.  Anchored by General James Negley’s Division on the right, the new line, shaped like a “V,” was created by placing Sill’s and Schaefer’s brigades at right angles to the original line.  Three brigades from Major General Lovell H. Rousseau’s division were added to extend further to the northwest (the right).  Many of these units were situated in the cedar forest.  Rousseau noted “The ground was new and unknown to us, the woods were almost impassable to infantry.”  

    One veteran comments, later, not only the nature of the terrain but also the encounter, as he observes:  

So dense were the cedar bushes in front of the Forty-second Illinois that they 

were not aware of the approach of the enemy till they saw their glistening 

bayonets a few feet from them.  … Before the fight was over, the bullets had cut 

them down to such an extent that but few were left standing; those that remained 

were stripped of their branches.
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The limestone rocks in the cedar forests formed natural rifle pits providing shelter from ricocheting Minnie balls, etc.  But, in the dense forest, the limestone outcroppings and unseen sinkholes could easily trip and trap man, cannon and limber.  
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Soon after however, Sheridan writes “I was immediately attacked, when one of the bitterest and most sanguinary contests of the day occurred.”
  Sheridan adds

     General Cheatham’s division advanced on Roberts’ brigade, and heavy masses

 of the enemy, with three batteries of artillery, advanced over the open ground 

which I had occupied in the previous part of the engagement, at the same time the 

enemy opening from their intrenchments in the direction of Murfreesboro.  The 

contest then became terrible.  The enemy made three attacks, and were three times 

repulsed, the artillery ranges of the respective batteries being not over 200 yards.  …


      Schaefer’s brigade being entirely out of ammunition, I directed them to fix 

bayonets and await the enemy.  Roberts’ brigade, which was nearly out of ammunition, 

I directed to fall back, resisting the enemy.  Captain Houghtaling, having exhausted 

all his ammunition
, and nearly all the horses in his battery having been killed, attempted, with the assistance of the men, to withdraw his pieces by hand.  Lieutenant Taliaferrro commanding the section of Hescock’s battery, having been killed and several of his horses shot, his two pieces were brought off by his sergeant with the assistance of 

the men.  The difficulty of withdrawing the artillery here became very great, the 

ground being rocky and covered with dense growth of cedar.  Houghtaling’s battery 

had to be abandoned; also two pieces of Bush’s battery.  The remaining piece of 

artillery in the division were brought through the cedars with great difficulty, 

under terrible fire from the enemy, onto the open space on the Murfreesboro pike, 

near the right of General Palmer’s division.

    At the Company level, Captain John H. Phillips, USA Commanding, Company D, 22nd Illinois Infantry, Third Brigade, provides a more telling account.  

…we were forced to retreat … to the opposite side of the road [Wilkinson Turnpike] where Colonel Roberts ordered the Twenty-second to fix bayonets and charge which 

they did but were unable to drive them back – here the gallant Roberts fell and the regiment completely cut to pieces – our artillery captured and the rebels were all 

around us – it seemed for some time that we would all be killed or captured.  Grape, 

shell and bullets were flying around us thick as hail and retreat was impossible.  

General Negley rode up and said we would have to cut our way out – so we started 

a perfect mass of companies and come out to the Nashville Pike, which ended the 

fighting for the Twenty-second.
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These cannon (Wiard rifled cannon 2 of 4 guns lost by Lieutenant. Alexander Marshall, Battery G, 1st Ohio Light Artillery) moved from a location deeper in the woods, represent the 14 Union cannon lost to the Confederates.  These were abandoned when most of the horses were killed and Confederate troops within 40 yards.  Their current location is meant to represent efforts by Union troops to transport the equipment out by hand.  Battery G original had 2-12 pound howitzers, 1-12 pound Wiard rifle and two 6-pound Wiard rifles.  
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Already under attack by two separate brigades, Colonel Timothy Stanley provides a similar account:

    …but the troops on our right and left had fallen back so far as to bring the 

enemy on three sides of us and fast closing on our rear.  At this time General 

Negley directed the division to cut its way through, to join our other troops in 

the rear.  This we did in good order, halting at two points and checking the 

enemy by well directed fire.

Not noted in this report is that several of Stanley’s did have to fight through the Confederates to the rear to escape to the Nashville-Murfreesboro Turnpike. 

Brigadier General James Patton Anderson, Anderson’s Brigade, documents the Confederate advance through the cedars.


…In this forest they made no obstinate stand, but owing to the density of the 

growth and the exhausted condition of our troops, the pursuit was slow and 

cautious.

He later adds that: 

In endeavoring to give a simple statement of the part taken by the troops under 

my command in this great engagement, the capture of several batteries has been mentioned in passing.  I have abstained from making a statement of the number 

or kind of pieces taken, or the simple reason that I did not stop to count them or 

to examine their caliber.

In the end, however, 

… Sheridan’s division stood its ground manfully, supported by the Second 

Division [Negley’s], repulsing and driving the enemy at every advance.  …, the 

troops were exposed to a converging fire, which was most destructive.  …  For 

four hours the Second Division, with a portion of Sheridan’s and Palmer’s divisions, maintained their position amid a murderous storm of lead and iron, strewing the 

ground with their heroic dead.  

     By 11 o’clock Sheridan’s men, with their ammunition exhausted, were falling 

back.  General Rousseau’s reserve and General Palmer’s division had retired in 

rear of the cedars to form a new line.  The artillery ammunition was expended; 

that of the infantry reduced to a few rounds; the artillery horses were nearly all 

killed or wounded; my ammunition train had been sent back to avoid capture; a 

heavy column of the enemy was marching directly to our rear through the cedars; communication with General Rosecrans or Thomas as entirely cut off, and it was manifestly impossible for my command to hold  the position without eventually 

making a hopeless, fruitless sacrifice of the whole division.  To retire was but to 

cut our way through the ranks of the enemy.  The order was given and manfully 

executed, driving the enemy in front and checking his approaching column in 

our rear.
 

     By noon, as units ran out of ammunition and in some cases were virtually surrounded, Sheridan began the withdrawal, directing the troops from his and Negley’s lines through the cedars and towards the Nashville Pike.   Sheridan’s units were able to hold out for two hours within the woods of cedar and limestone outcrops – an area which would become known as the “Slaughter Pen.”   Speaking later with great pride in his soldiers, Sheridan would sing their praises with claims that “the only cry being of ammunition, which unfortunately could not be supplied.”    Stalled long enough for the Federal troops to reform the line.  The costs, however, were dear.  Of their six artillery batteries, Sheridan and Negley lost 14 of the 35 guns, 122 men and 253 horses.  Specifically for Sheridan’s units, the losses were tremendous.  Sixty-four officers, including all three brigade commanders, and 1566 enlisted men were killed, wounded, or missing.  These figures represent 32 percent of his division.  The losses on the Confederate side were comparable, although few specifics have survived.
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The terrain hampered the removal of the wounded and dead from the Slaughter Pen, 

many of whom remained out in the cold for several days.

Stop 3 – The Battle of the Cedars/The Cotton Field 

    As mentioned earlier, the actions of Sheridan and his troops were most significant on the Stones River battlefield.  With the Union right in disorder, Sheridan’s delaying action provided much needed time.  Time to locate and rally the missing and disorganized units.  Time to pull forward necessary ammunition trains. Time to form the last line of defense and protect the Nashville Turnpike and the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad.

    Given the situation on his right and at the rear, Rosecrans begins to realign his resources.  A new line of battle (three deep) would be formed to preserve the Turnpike and the Railroad.  As part of this effort, the three brigades from Major General Rousseau’s division, mentioned at the last stop, were deployed to this area, at 9 a.m. by General George Thomas.  They were sent to support General McCook’s units who were rapidly losing ground under the Confederate attacks.  The Confederate forces meanwhile were effectively moving toward the right and Union rear. 

     After consulting with General Negley, Rousseau reports the brigades were deployed and Rousseau 

in a dense cedar brake, through which my troops marched in double-quick time, 

to get into position before the enemy reached us.  He was then but a few hundred 

yards to the front, sweeping up immense numbers, driving everything before him.

The ground was new and unknown to us all.  The woods almost impassable to 

infantry and, and artillery was perfectly useless, but the line was promptly formed;

the [Second] Brigade, Colonel John Beatty commanding, in the left; the [Fourth] 

brigade of regulars, Lieutenant Colonel O.L. Shepherd commanding, was placed 

on the right; the [Third] Brigade, colonel B. F. Scribner commanding, was placed 

perhaps 100 yards in the rear and opposite the front line, so as to support either or 

both of the brigades in front, as occasion might require.

Almost immediately, Rousseau’s troops are in the midst of everything.  “General McCook’s troops, in a good deal of confusion, retired through our lines and around our right under a most terrific fire.”  With the Confederates in rapid pursuit, they are “furiously assailed [on] our front, and greatly [outflanked]: as they too pass around and to the right.  At this point, Rousseau reports that he sent orders to his brigade commanders to “retire at once … to the field.”   Rousseau’s artillery [Van Pelt’s Battery A, First Michigan Artillery and Guenther’s Battery H, Fifth U.S Artillery] deployed across the cotton field, were reposted along a ridge on the far side of the Nashville Turnpike (National Cemetery) parallel with the new line of battle.  As they prepared, General Van Cleve’s units were formed along the right further extending the line.

    Captain Robert Crofton describes a controlled effort to slow the enemy’s advance while withdrawing themselves:  

Having fallen back about 100 paces, we came into line, faced to the front, and 

returned the enemy’s fire.  Again, for want of support, we were obliged to retire, 

and did so, as before, for about another 100 yards.  Maintaining this position for 

some minutes, we found it necessary to make a retreat to where we could be 

supported, as the enemy was … threatening to surround us.

    We then moved by right of companies, to the rear, out of the woods and 

across a cotton-field, where the enemy poured musketry and round shot upon us, 

but without doing much injury.  We continued our retreat across the turnpike to the railroad, where we joined the remainder of the brigade, and were ordered to support Battery H, Fifth Artillery.

     Few accounts of this action, however can compare to that of Colonel John Beatty, 2nd Brigade, First Division.  Part of General Rousseau’s division, the brigade was formed in an area “so dense as to render it impossible to see the length of the regiment.”  He would later write, that he last saw his commander, at 0900 when he ‘enjoined him to hold his line ‘until hell freezes over.”  While attempting to construct breastworks, his unit was attacked by a newly reinforced Lucius Polk.  As the fighting continued, Beatty observed a lack of support beyond both flanks.  He sent staff officers in search of General Rousseau, Lieutenant Colonel Shephard and Van Pelt’s battery, none was to be found.  Only Beatty and his troops remained on the field.  Beatty would later write 


I concluded that the contingency to which General Rousseau referred – 

that is to say, that hell has frozen over – and about face my brigade and 

march to the rear.
  

    As Colonel Beatty and his troops emerged from the cedars, he attempts to rally them for a final stand.  As he tried to steady his troops, however, Beatty’s horse is killed from under him.  “Before I have time to recover my feet, my troops, with thousands of others, sweep in disorder to the rear, and I am left standing alone.”

     Similarly, the 36th Indiana, the last Union infantry to leave the cedars, was overrun before many could fire a shot.  Within minutes, the panicked soldiers broke contact and fled.  In Cozzens’ description, “they stopped running only after they had cleared Rousseau’s batteries” and the relative safety of the turnpike.
    On the other side, Major Charles Manderson, 19th Ohio describes the scene as “one of disorder and panic.  Regiment after regiment swept our lines in the greatest confusion, but through it all our men preserved an unbroken front.”   For the 79th Indiana, a newly formed three-year regiment, the situation was a bit tenser.  In their first action, their line was almost broken by the onslaught of troops fleeing through their ranks.  In an effort to preserve the line, Colonel Frederick Knefler instructed the men to lie down where “they clung a little closer to the bosom of Old Mother earth than they had ever done before.”

    By noon, there are eleven Confederate brigades heading towards the turnpike.  Two hours earlier, General William Hardee had contacted General Bragg requesting reinforcements.  Bragg in turn had ordered General Breckinridge to send two brigades to support this significant effort.  However, expecting an attack of his own, Breckinridge provided only one brigade to this advance.  In addition, the Confederate troops soon discovered the difficulty of transporting their artillery pieces and limbers through the cedars.  To effectively cross the open cotton field they needed artillery support but couldn’t get their guns through the cedar thicket.  Without this support, the effort to advance to the turnpike would prove unsuccessful.

     Emerging from the cedar thicket, one Tennessee veteran would later recall “…the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, running parallel to our limes, was plainly visible … while in front of it a long line of blue coats stretched.”

     Undaunted, the Confederates, led first by Brigadier James General Rains, 2nd Brigade, McCown’s Division, proceeded to charge across the cotton-field.  Behind his battery, Lieutenant Alfred Pirtle observed:

As I looked on, an office on foot, sword in hand, sprang into view with a shout; 

in an instant the edge of the timber was alive with a mass of arms, heads, legs, 

guns, swords, gray coats, brown hats, shirt sleeves, and the enemy were upon us, 

yelling, leaping, running.  Not a shot from them for a few jumps, then one or two 

paused to throw up their guns, fire and yell, and then run forward to try to gain the front.

Historian Peter Cozzens writes “at that instant the batteries that Pirtle had helped place roared into action, and the cotton field was blanketed in smoke.  Rains had stumbled into a hornet’s nest.  At least four Union regiments – the 84th Illinois, 24th Ohio, 23rd Kentucky, and, at the wood’s edge, the 94th Ohio – joined van Pelt, Guenther, and Parsons in decimating the exposed Confederates.  Rains fell with a bullet through his heart.  His men held on ten minutes until – hungry, exhausted, and leaderless – they melted back into the woods.  Only dead and wounded remained among the boulders and furrow of the cotton field.”

    The noise of the battle was so terrible, Southern boys advancing through 

a cotton field stuffed their ears with the white fibers as ear protection.

 Birds sat in trees or on the ground, unable to fly, benumbed by the roar, 

rifle and cannon fire, shells bursting, men yelling, horses neighing and 

wounded screaming made an awful crescendo.

Oscar Pinney, 5th Wisconsin Light Artillery, USA 1863

G.C. Kniffen on Crittenden’s staff would later write: 

 ….as the Confederate line advanced, [the artillery] opened upon it with terrific 

force.  Men fell all along the line, but it moved straight ahead.  The field was 

covered with dead and wounded men.  The deep bass of the artillery was mingled 

with the higher note of the minie-rifles, while in the brief pauses could be 

distinguished the quickly spoken orders of commanding officers and the groans 

of the wounded. It was the full orchestra of battle.  But there is a limit to human endurance.

    On another section of the front, General St. John Liddell confident of success stops momentarily at the Union hospital, in the Widow Burris’ house.  He later recalled “While this was occurring, which was in an incredibly short space of time, I discovered our lines breaking rapidly to the rear, to head off the stragglers and check the retreat, not knowing what was the cause of this sudden movement.  On halting and rallying the stragglers, I found that they were General Johnson’s men, who were passing in rear of my line, and were retreating toward my position, on the left.”  Liddell succeeds in realigning the unit and goes in search of General Johnson and an answer.  Johnson could but point to Liddell’s our troops equally demoralized by the Union artillery fire.  Liddell would write:  
The movement was to me totally unexpected, and I have yet to learn that there 

exists a cause commensurate with the demoralization that ensued.  At the moment 

in which I felt the utmost confidence in the success of our arms I was almost run 

over by our treating troops.  I contended with the tide step by step, but made no impression on the retreating columns.
 

    As General Cleburne noted.  His troops had had little sleep the night before.  They had arisen at dawn and entered the fight soon thereafter.  By 3 pm without rest, nourishment or water, reinforcements or artillery support, and once again low on ammunition, they had simply reached a point of exhaustion.  

General Anderson provides this account of the battle in the cedars and the end of this encounter:

In this forest they made no obstinate stand, but, owing to the density of the 

growth and the exhausted condition of our troops, the pursuit was slow and 

cautious.  It was impossible to preserve a regular and continuous line through 

such obstacles as the fallen and standing cedars presented.  After having pushed 

through this brake a distance of 500 or 600 yards, an open field appeared in front, 

through which the enemy was fleeing in scattered confusion.  The ground in our 

front was gently ascending for several hundred yards until the crest of the hill was reached, upon which he was now industriously planting artillery and massing 

heavy forces of infantry.  … It was growing late in the evening, and to advance across 

the open field, where the enemy would have such decided advantage, was not 

deemed advisable.  Indeed, after resting awhile to collect stragglers and replenish cartridge boxes … [it was suggested] I would withdraw my brigade to its original position, where the troops could better recover from their exhaustion and obtain 

that rest which they so much needed.  …About sundown the brigade resumed its 

position of the morning, leaving the troops of the second line in position at the far 

edge of the cedar brake, confronting the enemy’s line.
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Rousseau simply concludes his report with this account of the Confederate attacks upon their position:


As the enemy emerged from the woods in great force, shouting and cheering, the batteries 

of Guenther and [Van Pelt], double-shotted with canister, opened upon them.  They moved straight ahead for a while, but were finally driven back with immense loss.


     In a little while they rallied again, and, as it seemed, with fresh troops assailed our 

position, and were again, after a fierce struggle, driven back.  Four deliberate and fiercely sustained assaults were made upon our position and repulsed.
   It should be noted that the new Union line extended for a distance and included more than those units discussed above.  The Chicago Board of Trade Battery
 with its six guns, for example occupied a forward position to the right of the cemetery (near the current visitor’s center).  They were teamed with the three battalions of the Pioneer Brigade.

   Assigned to the Pioneer Brigade, Sergeant Henry Freeman provided this vivid narrative:

From the woods to the right [west] of the Nashville Pike issued a stream of 

stragglers.  The debris was drifting back rapidly.  It is impossible to describe 

the scene adequately.  Cannon and caissons, and the remnants of batteries, the 

horses of which had been killed, were being hurriedly dragged off by hand.  

There were men retiring with guns, and men without guns; men limping, others holding up blood-stained arms and hands; men carrying off wounded comrades; 

and faces blackened with powder, and in some cases stained with blood.  Two or 

three riderless horses dashed out of the woods, which still partly hid the combat, 

ran for a distance, and stopped and stared back at the tumult.  And all the steady crackling of musketry, approaching nearer and nearer, sounded as if some mighty power was breaking and crashing to the grown every tree in the forest.

     General Rosecrans, looking every inch a soldier, passed us with a part of his 

staff riding to the front and center. He himself planted Stokes’ battery on a rising ground, and placed the Pioneer Brigade in position for its support.  Shells were bursting over and missiles of all kind hailed around…we filed down to the right 

and formed line of battle.  ‘Battalion lie down!’ was ordered and the line lay 

prostrate, each man keenly peering into the thicket…On came the sounds of the 

battle nearer and nearer.  Then at length the battle line of struggling blue-coats 

slowly falling back came into view through the trees.  They were loading and 

firing as they retired.  But their ammunition was about exhausted, and they 

passed over our prostrate line and laid down behind it.  The order ‘Battalion, 

rise up!’ came like an electric shock.

    Then there is the role of Parson’s Battery, 4th U.S. Artillery Company H&M (located at our first stop).  Equipped with four 3-inch Ordnance rifles and four 12-pound howitzers, suitable for long-range and short-range targets, this battery provided support to both the Turnpike Defense and the attack on the Round Forest.   At times surround on three sides, Lieutenant Charles Parsons and his battery would fire 2,299 rounds during the course of the Stones River battle, more than any other battery, and yet suffered few losses.

     The fighting here comes to a close around 5 p.m.
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Stop 4 -

The Fight For the Round Forest and Hells’ Half Acre

     As the Confederates continued to advance against the Turnpike and the Railroad, General Bragg’s focus had shifted to a new area.  Known to the locals as the Round Forest, this four-acre wood situated between the Nashville Pike and Stones River, was upon a slight elevation laying about three feet above the fields surrounding it.  When reinforcements do arrive, it is to this area that Bragg deploys them.  Bragg would ultimately launch four unsuccessful attacks against the Round Forest.
     Atop the Round Forrest was Colonel William Hazen’s Brigade, supported by Brigadier General William Cruft’s Brigade of Palmer’s Division to the right and Colonel George Wagner’s Brigade to the left.  These units anchored the left of the union line.  It is significant to note that throughout the events of 31 December, Hazen’s Brigade was the only unit of the original Union line not to lose ground.   

     Stones River at this point makes a sharp turn to the north creating a natural barrier on the left flank and forces the Confederate forces to pursue frontal attacks.  Despite this benefit, however, Hazen described the situation as “utterly untenable…being commanded by ground in all directions with covers of wood, embankment, and palisading at good musket range in front, right and left.”
  Nevertheless, as an operation Spruill and Spruill describe this position on the Stones River battlefield as dynamic, “with defenses constantly in motion.  As regiments ran low on ammunition they were pulled back to resupply and then moved forward again.  Other regiments from supporting positions were moved forward to take the place of resupplying regiments until they also fell back for ammunition and another regiment took their place.”

    Having said this however, the episode was not without drama on the Union side.  Colonel Hazen writes:  

The ammunition of the Forty-first Ohio Volunteers was by this time nearly

exhausted, and my efforts to replenish were up to this time fruitless. I dispatched 

word to the rear that assistance must be given, or we must be sacrificed, as the 

position I held could not be given up, and gave orders to Lieutenant Colonel 

Wiley to fix his bayonets and to Colonel Casey [110th Illinois] 
(without 

bayonets) to club his guns and hold the ground at all hazards, as it was the 

key to the whole left.”  In the interim, the 9th Indiana was brought in from 

the right under fire to relieve the 41st Ohio.

     The first attack upon this field came at 9 a.m. from Brigadier General James Chalmer’s brigade of 2,000 Mississippians.  The brigade, which had spent 48 hours in shallow trenches without fires, arose to advance on the Round Forest.  Their route was obstructed by the burnt remains of the Cowan house, with its fences and outbuildings.  To maneuver the terrain, they broke the line with the majority turning South with Chalmers.  The poorly equipped Confederates
 spent 30-minutes in the open field exchanging volleys.  They fell in windrows in great numbers, with the area in front of the 31st Indiana so heavily blanketed with bodies, it became morbidly known as the “Mississippi Half-Acre” or later as “Hell’s Half Acre”.  

    The second section of Chalmers Brigade remained near the farm or moved toward the North under Major Thompson.  They progressed to within 200 yards of the Round Forest and were deployed with what cover could be obtained.  They engaged the 41st Ohio for an hour before they were replaced, unable to acquire new ammunition; the unit located a small dip in the area in front of the 9th Indiana and remained there until sunset.  

     General Daniel Donelson’s Tennessee Brigade, the last uncommitted Confederate unit west of Stones River, began its advance after 10 o’clock.  Their lines were broken by Chalmer’s retreating men and the obstructions caused by the Cowan house and again the Confederate brigade split in two.  One section drifted west and succeeded in pushing back General Cruft’s Brigade and capturing over 1,000 prisoners and seven cannons.   As Cruft lamented, “We were now completely flanked. … Our own troops impeded our retreat.  Cannons, caissons, artillery, wagons and bodies in wild retreat filled the road and woods to my rear, precluded everything like proper and orderly retreat.”
  Despite Cruft’s withdrawal, a number of Federal forces remained on the field and a series of regular troops were sent into stem the advance.  Although they too suffered heavy losses, after and additional 20-minutes, the Confederates were forced to halt their advance.

     The significance of the Round Forest can be seen in Cozzens statement:  “The Round Forest …had become a whirlpool into which all idle Federal units were thrown.”  As Brigadier General Milo Hascall explained the significance of the line was great “if they succeeded in carrying this they would have turned our left, and a total rout of our forces could not have been avoided.”

    The battles here were fierce on both sides and the losses not all one-sided.  Within ten minutes of replacing the 6th Kentucky, for example, General Hascall’s adjutant reported that the 3rd Kentucky had lost its commander and the regiment was “badly cut up.”  By the time Hascall reached the front, their strength was down to fifty percent.

    Although the Confederates had come close to the Turnpike, they were not able to take it. The 8th Tennessee would come the closest to success, but at a dear price.  It’s commander, Colonel W.L. Moore, fell in the first volley, replaced by Lieutenant Colonel John Anderson.  Their advance was so fast that they outdistanced the rest of the brigade.  Regardless of this situation, they affixed bayonet and attacked Cruft’s Division.  As Cruft fell back, they encountered Shepherd’s regulars.  At this point, joined by the 19th Tennessee, the unit entered the cotton field to encounter the artillery fire from Parsons’ and Estep’s batteries.  Eleven of the twelve, company grade officers and noncommissioned officers from Company D would fall.  Ultimately Anderson would pull back to redistribute ammunition and assess their situation.  The unit experienced a 68 percent loss, with 301 of the 444 men either killed or wounded.  The heaviest casualty rate of a Confederate regiment in any single battle of the Civil War.

    And the stories are repeated.  Colonel John Savage of the 16th Tennessee and the remnants of his unit spent three hours lying among the cotton rows until another unit provided a screen for retreat.  It was safer to lie on the field than stand and retreat.  At sunset only 150 remained from the 377 taken into battle that morning.

     Bragg continued the attacks through the afternoon.  Four brigades of Breckinridge’s Division were brought over to try to capture the Federal stronghold.
  General Polk opted to commit them each in succession, before their supporting lines had crossed the river.


We charged in fifty yards of them and had not the timely order of retreat been 

given … none of us would now be left to tell the tale. …  Our regiment carries 

two hundred and eight into action and came out with fifty-eight.

J. Morgan Smith

32nd Alabama Infantry

On they came in steady column, notwithstanding the murderous fire. … We 

could see their men falling like leaves, but the broken ranks were filled and 

they held their ground with a heroism worthy of a better cause. At last they 

had to yield, but they retired in good order, leaving their dead on the field.


Gilbert Stormont

58th Indiana
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Hazen Brigade Monument

     This monument was one of the first, if not the first, Civil War monument to be constructed.  The work began by the brigade itself in the summer of 1863, using the local Tennessee limestone.  Two stone-cutters assigned to the Ohio Regiment inscribed the monuments four sides in the next year, with the names of soldiers killed at Stones River and in Shiloh.  Fifty-five soldiers from Hazen’s Brigade are buried around the monument.  

   Upon hearing that the Federals had reinforced their right, Bragg concluded that the left must be weakened and prepared to launch a renewed attack on the Round Forest.  With the gathering dusk, however, General Hardee called an end of fighting for the day, before new orders could be issued.

  At the close of the old year, General Bragg was quite confident in his victory and fully expected Union retreat.  He reports, via telegram, to the Confederate leadership:



We assailed the enemy at 7 o’clock his morning, and after ten hours 

fighting have driven him from every position except his extreme left, 

[where] he has successfully resisted us.  With the exception of this point,

we occupy the whole field.  We captured 4,000 prisoners, including 

2 brigadier-generals, 31 pieces of artillery, and some 200 wagons and teams.

Our loss is heavy; that of the enemy is much greater.

He concludes “God has granted us a Happy New Year.”
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New Year’s Day - 1 January 1863

      Although there were a few skirmishes and minor encounters, under a mutual truce much of this New Years Day and the preceding eve were devoted to the wounded and the dead on both sides.  The weather had begun to freeze making the wet and rutted ground treacherous for comrades and ambulances.   

The preceding night had been cold, and numbers of the wounded had perished ….  I had been detailed ‘on the Infirmary corps,’ and was busily occupied all the morning bringing in the wounded, both Confederate and Federal.”

James Litton Cooper

20th Tennessee Infantry, CSA

     In addition to the official details, soldiers, individually or as groups, went back onto the battlefield looking for a lost friend or relative.  Captain Womack, of the 16th Tennessee, was recovered by his brothers that evening in the cotton field where he had fallen.  He was carried to a private home where he was treated.  

     Even with ambulance personnel and special details, many would remain on the battlefield for days.  Cozzens cites Joseph Teeter, 34th Illinois as an example.  Teeter was among the first to encounter the Confederate attack at dawn on the 31st.   He fell into a bush near the Franklin Road and remained there for three days, losing and regaining consciousness, too weak to move.
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Colonel John Starkweather and Colonel Benjamin Scribner’s Brigade, 

Rousseau’s Division on 1 January, illustrated by A.E. Mathews.

     Corporal Hannaford, of Company B, 6th Ohio gives a detailed account of his evening on the battlefield.

Just then I caught a glimpse through the trees of another line of dusky uniforms advancing toward our left.  Five minutes more, and without support, we should 
be outflanked.  It flashed upon me like lightning.  At that moment a whistling 
volley of bullets came over from that new enemy, and for me the battle was over. 
…  I remember no acute sensation of pain, not even any distinct shock only an instantaneous consciousness of having been struck; then my breath came hard and labored, even a croup like sound, and with a dull, aching feeling in my right 
shoulder, my arm fell powerless at my side, and the Enfield dropped from my grasp.  
I throw my left hand up to my throat and withdraw it covered with the warm, bright-
red blood.  The end had come at last!!  … I was growing faint and weak, although 
not yet half-way of out of the range of fire.  A narrow space between two massive boulders, over which rested lengthwise the trunk of a fallen tree offered refuge 
and hope of safety from further danger.  I crawled into it and lay down to die.  I 
counted the minutes before I just bled to death.  I had no more hope of seeing the 
new year on the morrow than I now have of outliving the next century.  [Listens 
to the battle rage on and later the cheers of the Rebel troops.]  …Then came the agony 
of waiting for removal from the field.  How I longed and looked for some familiar 
face, as our men twice charged up into that wood, directly over me; but they 
belonged to another division, and had other work to do than bearing off the 
wounded.  But in those intermissions of battle, when, for several minutes together; 
there was scarcely a shot for neither side, why was there no help given us?  Where 
was the ambulance detail of my own regiment that was made only this morning.  In 
my blouse pocket was a new knit sleeping-cap, sole luxury of my camp-life, sent a 
month before from home.  I drew it out, not without some difficultly, and elevating 
it on a stick, began waving it vigorously.  But there was no one to heed the signal, 
and by and by I gave it up in despair.”   

     On the next day, the Corporal would muster his strength and gradually worked his way off the field towards a log cabin, which had been set up as a make shift hospital, as indicated by the flying red flannel.  “Ambulances were coming and going, freighted with their precious burden of maimed and helpless humanity; and still the wounded were accumulating constantly.”  Discovered by one of his comrades, detailed to the Pioneer Corps, he was secured a space on an ambulance and taken to the field hospital of their division – five miles from Murfreesboro – later that afternoon.  He describes the facility as “a motley collection of tents – hospital, Sibly, wall, bell, flies, anything, indeed, that could be found and made to afford shelter – pitched in a promiscuous heap in a large, open meadow, sloping up from the turnpike ….”  

    John Rennard, 15th Ohio, had a similar tale.  Wounded while trying to scale a fence at the Smith farm, he was within 200 yards of the farmhouse, which would become a Confederate hospital.  He recalls “I drew up my sound leg, anchored my heel in a horse track, and made the effort.  But I might as well have tried to crawl away with my body chained to the rock of Gibraltar.”  Found by a Confederate party, he was given some blankets and a sip of whiskey to get him through the night.

   At the other end of the spectrum, J.B. Mitchell of the 34th Alabama observed:

    There was a great deal of pilfering performed on the dead bodies of the

Yankees by our men.  Some of them were left as naked as they were born, 

everything in the world they had being taken from them.  I ordered my men 

to take their fine guns and canteens if they wished, but nothing else.

Stop 5 – McFadden’s Ford

     On the evening of the 31st, Rosecrans held a council of war and queried each of his generals.  It is at this meeting that General Thomas is credited with responding “I know of no better place to die.”
  Rosecrans would later write that, accompanied by General McCook, he went out to survey the situation and discovered the Confederates “forming a line of battle by torchlight” to their rear.  With this assessment, he returned to the meeting and advised them to return to their commands and prepare to “fight or die.”  (Ironically the torches he had seen, were those of his own men using firebrands to light campfires to warm the wounded in the field, despite the continued directive prohibiting fires.)

    As we have seen General Bragg had fully expected the Union troops to retreat.   His cavalry had reported seeing large numbers of wagons moving along the Nashville Pike, clear evidence of a retreat.  These wagons, however, were carrying the wounded away from the battlefield while others were empty, sent out in an effort to gather forage and supplies.

   Rosecrans though began to realign his troops and “tighten his defensive line”.   At 3 a.m., he ordered General Crittenden to occupy the high ground above McFadden’s Ford on the east bank of Stones River.  With units on both sides of the river, the Union troops began to entrench.  The Army of the Tennessee, meanwhile, spent the day waiting for a retreat that never came.  

“This gloomy New Year’s day went by with the Confederate troops thus inactive; and even before its noon the golden opportunity… had passed away from General Bragg.  The disposition of the troops of Rosecrans was completed… and as the Federal army had nothing to lose but everything to gain by waiting, it waited – but meanwhile it worked.  The Confederate army waited and hoped.”







Ed Porter Thompson

History of the Orphan Brigade
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      On the morning of January 2nd, Bragg sent out his aide Colonel George Brent and Captain Felix Robertson, battery commander for Wither’s Brigade to reconnoiter the land.  He particularly focused upon a potential artillery position on the east bank that could dominate the field and enfilade the Union forces.  They returned to report that the Federal troops had already been positioned on this ground.  With this, Bragg determined that it was necessary to drive the Union troops from the east bank.  The only division available for this attack was under the command of Major General Breckinridge.  In a meeting with Breckinridge, Bragg outlined the plan of attack. 
   Breckinridge explains that he was ordered “to form my division in two lines and take the crest
 … with infantry; after doing this I was to bring up the artillery and establish it on the crest, so as at once to hold it and enfilade the enemy’s lines on the other side of the river.  Breckinridge is said to have outlined various flaws with this plan.  Of particular concern, was the advantage given to the enemy with the “disparity in elevation” that would allow the Federal troops, by withdrawing, to dominate the assigned objective.  In addition, the open ground gave the enemy the opportunity to observe all the preparations on the Confederate front as they established their double lines and situated the artillery.                                     

      Added to Breckinridge’s concerns are those of Colonel William Preston.  Notified of the attack only a short period in advance, his unit traveled from the area below the Round Forest arriving just prior to the advance.  As part of the second wave, Preston expressed concern about the separation between the lines.  The traditional distance was 300 yards, which “insured that the trailing line would be safe from enemy bullets that might sail over the first line, yet near enough to provide effective support.”  Brigadier General Gideon Pillow, however, situated them at 150 yards.  As a result “balls that passed over Pillow’s line would plough through his ranks and that his men would be unable to reply or maneuver.”
 

    Ed Porter Thompson of the Orphan Brigade describes the ground before him:

     [It] was an uncleared space, covered, for the most part, with sassafras and 

other brushwood, and with briars, and a little ahead was another open flat of 

ground, descending from the bushes, for some distance, then ascending to the 

line upon which the enemy lay.  The general character of the ground along the 

whole division was undulating and broken by thickets, forest trees and patches 

of briars.”

    The time of attack was set at late afternoon, 4 p.m., one hour before dark, to reduce the opportunity for a Federal counterattack. In his report, Breckinridge writes:

… precisely at that hour, the signal gun was hard from our center.  The front 

line had bayonets fixed, with orders to deliver one volley, and then use the 

bayonet.  The fire of the enemy’s artillery on both side of the river commenced 

as soon as the troops entered the open ground.  When less than half the distance 

across the field the quick eye of Colonel O’Hara [Breckinridge’s acting 
adjutant general] discovered force extending considerably beyond our right.  I immediately ordered Major Graves [Division Chief of Artillery] to move a battery 
to our right and open on them. He at once advanced Wright’s battery and 
effectually checked their movement.  Before our line reached the enemy’s position 
his artillery fire had become heavy, accurate and destructive.  Many officers and 
men fell before we closed with their infantry, yet our brave fellows rushed forward 
with utmost determination and, after a brief but bloody conflict, routed both the 
opposing lines, took 400 prisoners and several flags, and drove their artillery and the great body of their infantry across the river.

    Colonel Robert Trabue of Hansons’ Brigade, the unit that made the attack elaborates upon the events:

… The peculiar nature of the ground and direction of the river and the eagerness 

of the troops caused the lines of General Pillow’s [formerly Palmer’s] brigade 

and this brigade to lap on the crest of the hill, but the fury of the charge and 

the effective fire of the lines put the enemy at once to flight.  All in front of us 

that were not killed or captured ran across the river at the ford and out of range 

of our fire, as did the battery [the Third Wisconsin’s] which had been posted off 

to our right, and many of the infantry mentioned before as being on the right 

likewise fled across this ford.  A part, however, of this force [elements of Fyffe’s 

brigade] double-quicking toward the ford from their position, finding they would 

be cut off, formed in line to our right on a ridge, and not being assailed, held this 

ground.  Meanwhile and from the moment of beginning the attack, the enemy’s 

artillery from the opposite side of the river directed on us a most destructive fire.  

Very soon, too, the crests of the opposite side of the river swarmed with infantry, 

whose fire was terrible.  Thus exposed to the fire, seemingly of all his artillery 

and large portion of his infantry from unassailable positions, as well as to the 

flanking fire from the right, it was deemed prudent to withdraw.

     No mention is made of the order given to the 6th Kentucky - “to load, fix bayonets and march through this brushwood. Then charge at the double quick to within a hundred yards of the enemy, deliver fire and go at him with bayonet.” 
  The results however will soon become apparent.

    As Breckinridge mentioned above, the Union troops were able to watch the activity on the opposing lines.  Colonel Sam Beatty, 3rd Division Commander, is credited with requesting additional support to reinforce the bank in anticipation of a potential attack, much earlier that day.  As both sides made preparations, the weather once again changed for the worse as a driving sleet moved in.  The river also played an important role as both sides would wade across multiple times.

We had to wade the river which was two or three feet deep.  We made not halt 
but plunged right through it and soon after crossing our pants were frozen and 
rattle like a rawhide.








Lt Spencer Talley, Tennessee Infantry CSA, 1918

    Although the Confederates were able to capture the hill and push the Federals across the river, the battle was not over.  Colonel Beatty ordered a counter-attack.   The 9th and 11th Kentucky under Colonel Grider, entered the fray and in what Cozzens describes as one of the few recorded instances of hand-to-hand combat in the Civil War, the 19th Ohio “bested” the 4th Kentucky.  Nevertheless the Federal troops began to pull back as the commander of the 19th, Colonel Charles Manderson, noted a potential flanking effort to the right.  Unprepared for an attack from the southeast, the Union troops retreated in panic and disorder.

     Sergeant Louis Sammons, 84th Illinois, described the scene:   

Out of the woods into the open field in our front… they came, in the greatest 

possible confusion.  The whole division was in full retreat, and apparently 

taking one of those terrible stampedes which any troops will, when routed 

and pressed by the enemy.  Each man seemed to be looking out only for 

himself, and making every possible effort to get out of danger.  Out of the 

woods, pursuing them came the brigades of the enemy in most splendid lines 

of battle, their colors flying and apparently secure of an easy and complete victory.
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After crossing the river, the Confederate troops were faced with this hill.  

At the top waited thousands of Union soldiers and dozens of cannon.
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The Union View at McFadden Farm.

    It is at this point, that General Crittenden ordered Captain John Mendenhall, Chief of Artillery, Left Wing,  “Now, Mendenhall, you must cover my men with your cannon.”  As directed by the General as the fighting began, Mendenhall had amassed significant firing power upon the crest of the hill.  In his official report, Mendenhall documents the activities as follows:  



    About 4 p.m., while riding along the pike with General Crittenden, we heard 


heavy firing of artillery and musketry on the left.  We at once rode briskly over, 


and, arriving upon the hill near the ford, saw our infantry retiring before the enemy.  


The general asked me if I could not do something to relieve Colonel Beatty with my guns.  Captain Swallow [Seventh Indiana Battery] had already opened with his 
battery.  I ordered Lieutenant Parsons [Battery H and M, Fourth U.S. Artillery] to 
move a little forward and open with his guns; then rode back to bring up Lieutenant Estep, with his Eighth Indiana Battery. Meeting Captain Morton, with his brigade of Pioneers, he asked for advice, and I told him to move briskly forward with his brigade and send his battery [Chicago Board of Trade Battery] to the crest of the hill, near the batteries already engaged.  The Eighth Indiana Battery took position to the right of Lieutenant Parsons.



     I rode to Lieutenant Stevens [twenty-Sixth Pennsylvania Battery], and directed 

him
 to change front, to fire to the left and open fire; and then move to the left with 

his 
pieces; and he took position covering the ford.  I found that Captain Bradley 

[Sixth Ohio Battery] had anticipated my wishes, or had changed front to fire to the 
left, and opened upon the enemy; this battery was near the railroad.  Lieutenant Livingston’s [Third Wisconsin] battery, which was across the river, opened upon the advancing enemy, and continued to fire until he thought he could no longer maintain 
his position, when he crossed over, one section at a time, and one end fire again.  
The firing ceased about dark.

     During this terrible encounter of little more than an hour in duration, [forty-five] pieces of artillery, belonging to the left wing, the Board of Trade battery of six guns, and the batteries of General Negley’s division, about [six] guns, making a total of fifty-seven pieces, opened fire upon the enemy.  The enemy soon retired, our troops following; three batteries of the left wing crossed the river in pursuit.

      As historian Peter Cozzens comments, however:  “Mendenhall deployed his guns perfectly, arraying them hub to hub on a slope at least ten feet higher than the highest point on the east bank, so that their crews would have unobstructed fields of fire.”  Before long, his guns included: 7th Indiana Battery; Battery G, 1st Ohio Artillery; Battery B, 1st Kentucky Artillery; Batteries H and M, 4rh U.S. Artillery; Battery F, 1st Ohio Artillery.  As the attack continued more batteries were added:  Battery B, 1st Ohio; 3rd Wisconsin Battery; and the Chicago Board of Trade Battery; 8th Indiana Battery; and Battery F, 1st Ohio Artillery.  Combined there were 45 guns atop this ground.  In addition, Mendenhall positioned the 26th Pennsylvania Battery and the 6th Ohio near the railroad tracks to support the defense with an additional six-guns each.  With 57 guns in position, they fired over 100 artillery rounds per minute.

The power of this combined battery was massive and not soon forgotten and many credit Captain Mendenhall with the success of the day.  

 
So it was here, if a soldier ever saw the lightning and heard the thunder bolts of 

a tornado, at the same time the heavens opened and the starts of destruction were sweeping everything from the face of the ear, if he was in this charge he saw it.

William J. McMurray

20th Tennessee


The nearest the [Yankees] came to getting me was shooting a hole in my pants


And cutting hair off my right temple.  I know a peck of balls passed in less than a

yard of me….  The man in front of me got slightly wounded [and] … the one on 

my right mortally wounded and the one on my left killed.

Washington Mackey Ives

4th Florida, Preston’s Brigade
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Charge of Brigadier General James Negley’s Division across Stones River, 2 January 1863.

From his History of the Orphan Brigade, Ed Thompson comments on the last moments of the Confederate attack:  “The very earth trembled as with an exploding mines, and a mass of iron hail was hurled upon them.  The artillery bellowed forth such thunder that the men were stunned and could not distinguish sounds.  They were falling timbers, crashing arms, the whirring of missiles in every direction, the bursting of the dreadful shell, the groans of the wounded, the shouts of the officers, mingled in one horrid din that beggars the description.”  

    When the great Union and Confederate armies clashed at Murfreesboro, ‘it 

was a continual roar.  The tin pans in the cupboard rattled all the time…. The 

house shakin’ all the time…. The earth quivered.  It sound like the judgment.”

         Hammet Dell

Former Murfreesboro Slave, 1930s
A more terrific fire of artillery I have never been under than in this position.









Lieutenant Colonel Buckner

Breckinridge’s Staff

The Rebels “cannot be said to have been checked in their advance – from a rapid advance they broke at once into a rapid retreat.”

General Crittenden

      With nightfall, all was quiet once more.
  

     William Erb, who had located an errant chicken and four eggs, returned to his original campsite.  Erb later recalled:  “By this time my chicken had been fought over twice by each army.  The cracker-box had been pierced by a score of bullets; but, when I lifted if off the kettle, my chicken … was still there, untouched and yet warm.”   He and his comrades settled down to a “glorious supper.”

     Jacob Adams of the 21st Ohio failed to find supper but did locate some shelter from the continuing cold rains.   He spent the night in an abandoned house joining a group of soldiers already at rest.  Exhausted after days of fighting and inclement weather, Adams soon fell asleep.  Arising in the morning, he discovered why none of his comrades had comment upon his arrival (“They did not protest in the least.”).  His bunkmates were all corpses.

   In many respects the events of the day had a positive effect upon the Union forces.  And yet, as Beatty observed:  “There is more cheerful conversation among the men.  They discuss the battle, the officers and each other, and give us now and then a snatch of song.  … and so the night wears on, and fifty thousand men lay upon their guns again.”

    The spirits of the Confederate forces can be summed up in the words of two of its members.   As Breckinridge surveyed the battlefield and the remnants of his division, he lamented “My poor Orphans! My poor Orphans!” In their repeated attacks, the Orphan Brigade had lost nearly one-third of its men … 13 of 23 officers had died in the 4th Kentucky; four flag bearers for the 2nd Kentucky were lost in the space of 30 feet.  In less than an hour, Breckinridge lost 1,800 men killed or wounded at McFadden’s Ford.

    To Braggs men, the path ahead was obvious:

Murfreesboro, Tenn.

January 3, 1863 – 12:15 a.m.

General Bragg,

    We deem it our duty to say to you frankly that, in our judgment, this army should be promptly put in retreat.  You have but three [divisions] that are at all reliable, and even some of these are more or less demoralized from having some brigade commanders who do not possess the confidence of their commands.  Such is our opinion, and we deem it a solemn duty to express it to you.  We do fear great disaster from the condition of things now existing, and think it should be averted if possible.


Very respectfully, general, you obedient servant,







J.M Withers,             B. F. Cheatham







Major General          Major General

     Bragg’s initial response was a directive:   “We shall maintain our position at every hazard.”   As the night and the rains progressed, however, Bragg revised his assessment.  The rising levels and currents of the Stones River threatened to divide Bragg’s army.  This combined with intelligence reports that overestimated the Union reinforcements and end-strength, resulted in Bragg’s decision to retreat under cover of darkness.

    Bragg elaborated in his official report:

    

On Saturday morning, the 3d, our forces had been in line of battle for

five days and nights, with but little rest, having no reserves; their baggage and 

tents had been loaded and the wagons were 4 miles off; their provisions,  if cooked 

at all, were most imperfectly prepared, with scanty means the weather had been 

severe from cold and almost constant rain, and we had no change of clothing, and 

in many places could not have fires.  The necessary consequence was great 

exhaustion of officers and men many having to be sent to the hospitals in the rear, 

and more still were beginning to straggle form their commands, an evil from which 

we had so far suffered but little.  During the whole of his day, the rain continued to 

fall with little intermission, and the raid rise in Stone’s River indicated it would 

soon be unfordable.  Late on Friday night I had received the captured papers of 

Major-General McCook, commanding one corps d’armee of the enemy, showing 

their effective strength to have been very near, if not quite 70,000 men [a large 

overestimation].  Before noon, reports from Brigadier General Wheeler satisfied 

me the enemy, instead of retiring, was receiving reinforcements.  Common 

prudence and the safety of my army, upon which even the safety of our cause 

depended, left no doubt on my mind as to the necessities of my withdrawal from 

so unequal a contest.  My orders were accordingly given about noon for the 

movement of the train, and for the necessary preparation of the troops.  

    

The only question with me was, whether the movement should be made 

at once or delayed for twenty-four hours, to save a few more of our wounded.  As 

it was probable we should lose by exhaustion as many as we should remove of the 

wounded, my inclination to remain was yielded.  The whole force, except the 

cavalry, was put in motion at 11 p.m.., and the army retired in perfect order to its 

recent position behind Duck River without receiving or giving a shot.  Our cavalry 

held the position before Murfreesboro until Monday morning, the 5th, when it 

quietly retired, as ordered, to cover our front.

We left about 1,200 badly wounded, one-half of whom we learn have since 

died of the severity of their injuries; about 300 sick, too feeble to bear transportation, 

and about 200 well men and medical officers as their attendants.

    Upon realizing that they were not being pursued, Bragg and his army stopped in the Duck River Valley, 30 miles south of Murfreesboro and went into winter quarters.  The Confederate retreat, combined with the public release of his 31 December telegram, made Bragg a target for newspaper editors across the South.  His position in the army was called in question by the public, members of the government and within the military itself.  The mood of his army is summed up with the words below:

‘Bragg’s army? He’s got none; he shot half of them in Kentucky, and the other 

got killed up in Murfreesboro.

Unidentified Tennessean responding to the question posed by Bragg if he belonged to Bragg’s army
 

When I came back to my command, some of the men familiarly called out to me, 

‘What’s up now, General?’  I answered impatiently, ‘Ask General Bragg.’  They 

saw the hidden meaning and said, ‘Well boys, retreat again.  All our hard fighting 

thrown away, as usual.’” 


   
Brigadier General St. John Liddell








2nd Brigade, 2nd Division

No cheer salutes him as he passes … No terror of his discipline or executions is 

felt by the brave soldiery he leads.  We obey but we do not tremble, and enter 

action without hope of honor or renown and retreat with sullen indifference and 

discontent.”  





William Preston of the Army of Tennessee

     Following a reconnaissance of the area, on 4 January Rosecrans ordered Brigadier General Negley to move his division to Murfreesboro.  He announced his victory to Washington the next day. 

God has crowned our arms with victory.  The enemy are badly beaten, and in

full retreat.  We shall press them as rapidly as our means of traveling and 

subsistence will permit….

General Rosecrans, USA

Telegram to Secretary of War Stanton

5 January 1863, 4:30 A.M.

   President Lincoln responded with a congratulatory telegram.

Executive Mansion

Washington, January 5, 1863

Maj. Gen. W.S. Rosecrans,

Mufreesboro, Tenn.:

     Your dispatch announcing retreat of enemy has just reached here.  God bless you, and all with you!  Please tender to all, and accept for yourself,  the nation’s gratitude for your and their skill, endurance, and dauntless courage.




A. Lincoln.

The political significance perhaps is reinforced by the fact that eight months later, President Lincoln is still expressing his gratitude to General Rosecrans for the Stones River victory.  On 31 August 1863, President Lincoln wrote “I can never forget, whilst I remember anything, that about the end of last year and the beginning of this, you gave us a hard earned victory, which, had there been a defeat instead, the nation could scarcely have lived over.”

    Stones River is identified as the second bloodiest Civil War battle fought west of the Appalachians.  On the Confederate side, Generals Rains and Hanson were killed and Chalmers, Adams and Breckinridge were wounded.  Losses among the brigade and regimental leadership included two brigade commanders killed or mortally wounded and three wounded; ten regimental commanders were killed or mortally wounded, an additional sixteen were wounded and two captured.  This is the equivalent of the brigade and regimental leadership of a division.  Bragg’s army lost 27% of its effective strength with over 10,000 casualties (10,266).  Lieutenant General William Hardee, known for his work on tactics, assessed the battle and the Confederate situation:

It is worthy of remark that at Murfreesboro, whenever the fight was confined 

principally to musketry, and the enemy had no advantage in artillery, we were 

successful.  It was only when they had massed heavy batteries that we were 

repulsed.  In every form of contest in which mechanical instruments, requiring 

skill and heavy machinery to make them, can be used, the Federals are our 

superiors.  In every form of contest in which manly courage, patient endurance, 

and brave impulse are the qualities and conditions necessary to success, we have 
invariably been successful.  Long-range cannon and improved projectiles can be 

made only by great mechanical skill, heavy machinery, and abundant resources.  

The enemy is, therefore, superior in artillery.  Infantry and equipments are simple. 

The Federal infantry, unsupported by artillery, has not in a single instance fought 
successfully with ours when the odds were less than three to two.

     Stones River was akin to a pyrrhic victory for the Union.  Rosecrans lost 30 percent of his effective strength (13,249 men).  These included two wounded division commanders; three brigade commanders killed, one wounded and one captured; eighteen regimental commanders were killed or died of wounds, another twenty were wounded and seven were captured.”
  As Spruill and Spruill noted these losses are equal to the leadership structure of almost two divisions.  

     In addition to the human losses, the Army of the Cumberland lost 20 percent or 28 of 137 pieces of artillery.  An additional 229 wagons were captured, destroyed or damaged.  It was also necessary to replace 2,108 cavalry, artillery and draft horses and mules.  During the battle the Union troops had fired 20,307 rounds of artillery and the 2 million rounds of ammunition by the infantry.

    With the confirmation of Bragg’s retreat, Rosecrans called a halted the campaign.  It was time to rest and recoup.  

Stones River National Cemetery
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    After the battle, most of the dead were buried in the field.  Major General George H. Thomas established the Stones River national Cemetery with a General Order issued to Brigadier General Horatio Van Cleve on 29 March 1864.  Assistant Quartermaster Captain John Means selected the site and designed the cemetery layout.  

Congress formally created the National Cemetery System, including Stones River National Cemetery, on 23 June 1865.  It is the last resting place of over 6,100 Union soldiers killed at the battle of Stones River and elsewhere in Middle Tennessee – Franklin, Shelbyville, Tullahoma and Cowan.  Of the 6,100 Union soldiers buried at Stones River, “2,562 are known but to God.”

    Chaplain William Earnshaw, the first Superintendent at Stones River, oversaw the reburial of the “precious dust” of the Union dead.  The project assigned to the 111th Regimental United States Colored Troops began in October 1865 and was completed two years later.  The photo above shows the cemetery in 1866.
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    Confederate soldiers were not eligible for burial in national cemeteries.  Following the war, many were taken to their hometowns or buried elsewhere in the Evergreen Cemetery and elsewhere in Murfreesboro.  Approximately 2,000 Confederate soldiers are buried around the Confederate Memorial at Evergreen Cemetery.

Others who gave their lives in service to their nation or who served in the Armed Forces are also buried here.  The last burial took place in 1973 and the Stones River National Cemetery was officially closed by Act of Congress in January 1974.  

"THE BIVOUAC OF THE DEAD"

by Theodore O'Hara, 1847

	The muffled drum's sad roll has beat
The soldier's last Tattoo;
No more on life's parade shall meet
That brave and fallen few.
On Fame's eternal camping ground
Their silent tents are spread,
And glory guards, with solemn round
The bivouac of the dead.
No rumour of the foe's advance
Now swells upon the wind;
No troubled thought at midnight haunts
Of loved ones left behind.
No vision of the morrow's strife
The warrior's dream alarms;
No braying horn, nor screaming fife,
At dawn shall call to arms.   …
The neighing troop, the flashing blade,
The bugle's stirring blast,
The charge, the dreadful cannonade,
The din and shouts are past;
… 

Your own proud land's heroic soil
Shall be your fitter grave;
She claims from war his richest spoil,
The ashes of her brave.   …

Rest on, embalmed and sainted dead,
Dear as the blood ye gave,
No impious footstep here shall tread
The herbage of your grave.



(These excerpts from The Bivouac of the Dead are preserved in plaques at the Stones River Nationally Cemetery.  They were originally written to commemorate the soldiers from Kentucky who had died in the Battle Of Buena Vista during the Mexican American War.  O’Hara later moved to Mobile, Alabama, and ironically during the Civil War served with the Mobile Light Dragoons and later the 12th Alabama Volunteer Infantry.  The full text of the poem can be found at: http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/gettncem/bivouac.htm.)

Organization of the Fourteenth Army Corps, or Army of the Cumberland, 
The Stone's River or Murfreesborough, Tenn., Campaign
DECEMBER 26, 1862-JANUARY 5, 1863
Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans, U.S. Army, commanding
ARTILLERY
Col. JAMES BARNETT

 PROVOST GUARD
10th Ohio 






Lieut. Col. Joseph W. Burke
GENERAL ESCORT
Anderson Troop, Pennsylvania Cavalry                                    

Lieut. Thomas S. Maple
 RIGHT WING
Maj. Gen. ALEXANDER McD. McCOOK
FIRST (LATE NINTH) DIVISION
Brig. Gen. JEFFERSON C. DAVIS
Escort
36th Illinois Cavalry, Company B                                              

Capt. Samuel B. Sherer
2d Kentucky Cavalry, Company G: 
                                       
Capt. Miller R. McCulloch
    







Lieut. Harvey S. Park
First (late Thirtieth) Brigade
Col. P. SIDNEY POST
59th Illinois                





Capt. Hendrick E. Paine
74th Illinois                





Col. Jason Marsh
75th Illinois                





Lieut. Col. John E. Bennett

22d Indiana                





Col. Michael Gooding
Second (late Thirty-first) Brigade
Col. WILLIAM P. CARLIN

21st Illinois:               





Col. J. W. S. Alexander
                                    





Lieut. Col. Warren E. McMackin.
38th Illinois    
          





Lieut. Col. Daniel H. Gilmer
101st Ohio:                





Col. Leander Stem
                                   





Lieut. Col. Moses F. Wooster
                                   





Maj. Isaac M. Kirby
                                   





Capt. Bedan B. McDonald
15th Wisconsin         





Col. Hams C. Heg
Third (late Thirty-second) Brigade
Col. WILLIAM E. WOODRUFF
25th Illinois:                  





Maj. Richard H. Nodine 

                                       





Col. Thomas D. Williams 
                                       





Capt. Wesford Taggart 
35th Illinois






Lieut. Col. William P. Chandler 
81st Indiana






Lieut. Col. John Timberlake
Artillery
2d Minnesota Battery





Capt. William A. Hotchkiss
5th Wisconsin Battery:





Capt. Oscar F. Pinney
    







Lieut. Charles B. Humphrey
8th Wisconsin Battery:





Capt. Stephen J. Carpenter
    







Sergt. Obadiah German
    







Lieut. Henry E. Stiles
SECOND DIVISION
Brig. Gen. RICHARD W. JOHNSON
First (late Sixth) Brigade
(1.) Brig. Gen. AUGUST WILLICH (C)

(2.) Col. WILLIAM WALLACE
(3.) Col. WILLIAM H. GIBSON
89th Illinois






Lieut. Col. Charles T. Hotchkiss
32d Indiana






Lieut. Col. Frank Erdelmeyer
39th Indiana






Lieut. Col. Fielder A. Jones
15th Ohio:






Col. William Wallace
    







Capt. A. R. Z Dawson
    







Col. William Wallace
49th Ohio:






Col. William H. Gibson
    







Lieut. Col. Levi Drake
    







Capt. Samuel F. Gray
Second (late Fifth) Brigade
(1.) Brig. Gen. EDWARD N. KIRK (MW)
(2.) Col. JOSEPH B. DODGE
34th Illinois:






Lieut. Col. Hiram W. Bristol
    







Maj. Alexander P. Dysart
79th Illinois:






Col. Sheridan P. Read
    







Maj. Allen Buckner
29th Indiana:






Lieut. Col. David M. Dunn
    







Maj. Joseph P. Collins
30th Indiana:






Col. Joseph B. Dodge
    







Lieut. Col. Orrin D. Hurd
77th Pennsylvania:





Lieut. Col. Peter B. Housum
    







Capt. Thomas E. Rose
Third (late Fourth) Brigade
Col. PHILEMON P. BALDWIN
6th Indiana






Lieut. Col. Hagerman Tripp
5th Kentucky






Lieut. Col. William W. Berry
1st Ohio







Maj. Joab A. Stafford
93d Ohio


 



Col. Charles Anderson
Artillery
5th Indiana Battery





Capt. Peter Simonson
1st Ohio, Battery A





Lieut. Edmund B. Belding
1st Ohio, Battery E





Capt. Warren P. Edgarton
Cavalry
3d Indiana, Companies G, H, I, and K 
    


Maj. Robert Klein
THIRD (LATE ELEVENTH) DIVISION
Brig. Gen. PHILIP H. SHERIDAN
Escort
2d Kentucky Cavalry, Company L




Lieut. Joseph T. Forman
First (late Thirty-seventh) Brigade
(1.) Brig. Gen. JOSHUA W. SILL (K)
(2.) Col. NICHOLAS GREUSEL
36th Illinois:






Col. Nicholas Greusel
    







Maj. Silas Miller
    







Capt. Porter C. Olson
88th Illinois 






Col. Francis T. Sherman
21st Michigan






Lieut. Col. William B. McCreery
24th Wisconsin






Maj. Elisha C. Hibbard
Second (late Thirty-fifth ) Brigade
(1.) Col. FREDERICK SCHAEFER (K)
(2.) Lieut. Col. BERNARD LAIBOLDT
44th Illinois






Capt. Wallace W. Barrett
73d Illinois






Maj. William A. Presson
2d Missouri:






Lieut. Col. Bernard Laiboldt
    







Maj. Francis Ehrler
15th Missouri






Lieut. Col. John Weber
Third Brigade 
(1.) Col. GEORGE W. ROBERTS (K)
(2.) Col. LUTHER P. BRADLEY
22d Illinois:






Lieut. Col. Francis Swanwick
    







Capt. Samuel Johnson
27th Illinois:






Col. Fazilo A. Harrington
    







Maj. William A. Schmitt
42d Illinois






Lieut. Col. Nathan H. Walworth
51st Illinois:






Col. Luther P. Bradley
    







Capt. Henry F. Wescott
Artillery
Capt. HENRY HESCOCK
1st Illinois, Battery C





Capt. Charles Houghtaling
4th Indiana Battery





Capt. Asahel K. Bush
1st Missouri, Battery G





Capt. Henry Hescock
CENTER
Maj. Gen. GEORGE H. THOMAS
PROVOST GUARD
9th Michigan, Col. John G. Parkhurst
FIRST (LATE THIRD) DIVISION
Maj. Gen. LOVELL H. ROUSSEAU
First (late Ninth) Brigade
Col. BENJAMIN F. SCRIBNER
38th Indiana






Lieut. Col. Daniel F. Griffin
2d Ohio:







Lieut. Col. John Kell
    







Maj. Anson G. McCook
33d Ohio






Capt. Ephraim J. Ellis
94th Ohio:






Col. Joseph W. Frizell
    







Lieut. Col. Stephen A. Bassford
10th Wisconsin






Col. Alfred R. Chapin
Second (late Seventeenth) Brigade
Col. JOHN BEATTY
42d Indiana






Lieut. Col. James M. Shanklin
88th Indiana:






Col. George Humphrey
    







Lieut. Col. Cyrus E. Briant
15th Kentucky:






Col. James B. Forman
    







Lieut. Col. Joseph R. Snider
3d Ohio







Lieut. Col. Orris A. Lawson
Third (late Twenty-eighth) Brigade

Col. JOHN C. STARKWEATHER
24th Illinois






Col. Geza Mihalotzy
79th Pennsylvania





Col. Henry A. Hambright
1st Wisconsin






Lieut. Col. George B. Bingham
21st Wisconsin






Lieut. Col. Harrison C. Hobart
Fourth Brigade
Lieut. Col. OLIVER L. SHEPHERD
15th US, 1st Battalion:





Maj. John H. King
    







Capt. Jesse Fulmer
16th US, 1st Battalion, and Company B, 2d Battalion:


Maj. Adam J. Slemmer
    







Capt. R. E. A. Crofton
18th US, 1st Battalion, and Companies A and D, 3d Battalion
 
Maj. James N. Caldwell
18th US, 2d Battalion, and Companies B, C, E, and F, 3d Battalion
Maj. Frederick Townsend
19th US, 1st Battalion:





Maj. Stephen D. Carpenter
    







Capt. James B. Mulligan
Artillery 
Capt. CYRUS O. LOOMIS
Kentucky, Battery A





Capt. David C. Stone
1st Michigan, Battery A





Lieut. George W. Van Pelt
5th US, Battery H





Lieut. Francis L. Guenther
Cavalry
2d Kentucky (six companies)




Maj. Thomas P. Nicholas
SECOND (LATE EIGHTH) DIVISION
Brig. Gen. JAMES S. NEGLEY
First (late Twenty-fifth) Brigade
Brig. Gen. JAMBS G. SPEARS
1st Tennessee






Col. Robert K. Byrd
2d Tennessee






Lieut. Col. James M. Melton
3d Tennessee






Col. Leonidas C. Houk
5th Tennessee






Col. James T. Shelley
6th Tennessee






Col. Joseph A. Cooper
Second (late Twenty-ninth) Brigade
Col. TIMOTHY R. STANLEY
19th Illinois:






Col. Joseph R. Scott
    







Lieut. Col. Alexander W. Raffen
11th Michigan






Col. William L. Stoughton
18th Ohio 






Lieut. Col. Josiah Given
69th Ohio:






Col. William B. Cassilly
    







Maj. Eli J. Hickcox
    







Capt. David Putnam
    







Capt. Joseph H. Brigham
    







Lieut. Col. George F. Elliott
Third (late Seventh) Brigade
Col. JOHN F. MILLER
37th Indiana:






Col. James S. Hull
    







Lieut. Col. William D. Ward
21st Ohio 






Lieut. Col. James M. Neibling 
74th Ohio






Col. Granville Moody
78th Pennsylvania





Col. William Sirwell
Artillery
Kentucky, Battery B





Lieut. Alban A. Ellsworth
1st Ohio, Battery G





Lieut. Alexander Marshall
1st Ohio, Battery M





Capt. Frederick Schultz
THIRD (LATE FIRST) DIVISION 
Brig. Gen. SPEED S. FRY
Escort
2d Kentucky Cavalry, Company B




Captain Henry E. Collins
First Brigade
Col. MOSES B. WALKER
82d Indiana






Col. Morton C. Hunter
12th Kentucky






Col. William A. Hoskins
17th Ohio






Col. John M. Connell
31st Ohio






Lieut. Col. Frederick W. Lister
38th Ohio






Col. Edward H. Phelps
Second Brigade
Col. JOHN M. HARLAN
10th Indiana






Col. William B. Carroll
74th Indiana






Col. Charles W. Chapman
4th Kentucky






Col. John T. Croxton
10th Kentucky






Lieut. Col. William H. Hays
14th Ohio






Col. George P. Este
Third Brigade
Brig. Gen. JAMES B. STEEDMAN
87th Indiana






Col. Kline G. Shryock
2d Minnesota






Col. James George
9th Ohio







Col. Gustave Kammerling
35th Ohio






Col. Ferdinand Van Derveer

Artillery
1st Michigan, Battery D





Capt. Josiah W. Church
1st Ohio, Battery C





Capt. Daniel K. Southwick
4th US, Battery I






Lieut. Frank G. Smith
FOURTH (LATE SEVENTH) DIVISION
Brig. Gen. ROBERT B. MITCHEL
First Brigade
Brig. Gen. JAMES D. MORGAN
10th Illinois






Lieut. Col. McLain F. Wood
16th Illinois






Lieut. Col. James B. Cahill
60th Illinois






Col. Silas C. Toler
10th Michigan






Lieut. Col. C. J. Dickerson
14th Michigan:






Lieut. Col. Myndert W. Quackenbush
    







Lieut. Col. Milton L. Phillips
Second (late Thirty-sixth) Brigade
Col. DANIEL McCOOK
85th Illinois






Col. Robert S. Moore
86th Illinois






Lieut. Col. David W Magee
125th Illinois






Col. Oscar F. Harmon
52d Ohio






Lieut. Col. D. D. T. Cowen
Cavalry
2d Indiana. Company A





Capt. John G. Kessler
5th Kentucky






Maj. John Q. Owsley
3d Tennessee






Col. William C. Pickens
Artillery
2d Illinois, Battery I





Capt. Charles M. Barnett
10th Wisconsin Battery





Capt. Yates V. Beebe
Unattached Infantry
8th Kansas (five companies)




Col. John A. Martin
1st Middle (10th) Tennessee




Col. Alvan C. Gillem
Artillery Reserve
11th Indiana Battery





Capt. Arnold Sutermeister
12th Indiana Battery





Lieut. James A. Dunwoody
1st Michigan, Battery E





Capt. John J. Ely
FIFTH (LATE TWELFTH) DIVISION

Brig. Gen. JOSEPH J. REYNOLDS
First (late Thirty-third) Brigade
Col. ALBERT S. HALL
80th Illinois






Col. Thomas G. Allen
123d Illinois






Col. James Monroe
101st Indiana






Col. William Carver
105th Ohio






Lieut. Col. William R. Tolles
Second (late Fortieth) Brigade
Col. ABRAM O. MILLER
98th Illinois






Col. John J. Funkhouser
17th Indiana






Col. John T. Wilder
72d Indiana






Maj. Henry M. Cart
75th Indiana






Col. Milton S. Robinson
Artillery
18th Indiana Battery





Capt. Eli Lilly
19th Indiana Battery





Capt. Samuel J. Harris
LEFT WING
Maj. Gen. THOMAS L. CRITTENDEN
FIRST (LATE SIXTH) DIVISION
(1.) Brig. Gen. THOMAS J. WOOD (W)
(2.) Brig. Gen. MILO S. HASCALL
First (late Fifteenth ) Brigade
(1.) Brig. Gen. MILO S. HASCALL
(2.) Col. GEORGE P. BUELL
100th Illinois






Col. Frederick A. Bartleson
58th Indiana:






Col. George P. Buell
    







Lieut. Col. James T. Embree
3d Kentucky:






Col. Samuel McKee
    







Maj. Daniel R. Collier
26th Ohio






Capt. William H. Squires
Second (late Twenty-first) Brigade
Col. GEORGE D. WAGNER
15th Indiana






Lieut. Col. Gustavus A. Wood
40th Indiana:






Col. John W. Blake
    







Lieut. Col. Elias Neff
    







Maj. Henry Learning
57th Indiana:






Col. Cyrus C. Hines
    







Lieut. Col. George W. Lennard
    







Capt. John S. McGraw
97th Ohio






Col. John Q. Lane
Third (late Twentieth) Brigade
Col. CHARLES G. HARKER
51st Indiana






Col. Abel D. Streight.
73d Indiana






Col. Gilbert Hathaway
13th Michigan






Col. Michael Shoemaker
64th Ohio






Lieut. Col. Alexander McIlvain
65th Ohio:






Lieut. Col. Alexander Cassil
    







Maj. Horatio N. Whitbeck
Artillery
Maj. SEYMOUR RACE
8th Indiana Battery





Lieut George Estep 
10th Indiana Battery





Capt. Jerome B. Cox
6th Ohio Battery






Capt. Cullen Bradley
SECOND (LATE FOURTH) DIVISION 
Brig. Gen. JOHN M. PALMER
First (late Twenty-second) Brigade
Brig. Gen. CHARLES CRUFT
31st Indiana






Col. John Osborn
1st Kentucky






Col. David A. Enyart
2d Kentucky






Col. Thomas D. Sedgeswick
90th Ohio






Col. Isaac N. Ross
Second (late Nineteenth) Brigade
Col. WILLIAM B. HAZEN
110th Illinois






Col. Thomas S. Casey
9th Indiana






Col. William H. Blake
6th Kentucky






Col. Walter C. Whitaker
41st Ohio






Lieut Col. Aquila Wiley
Third (late Tenth) Brigade
Col. WILLIAM GROSE
84th Illinois






Col. Louis H. Waters
36th Indiana:






Maj. Isaac Kinley
    







Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward
23d Kentucky






Maj. Thomas H. Hamrick
6th Ohio







Col. Nicholas L. Anderson
24th Ohio:






Col. Frederick C. Jones
    







Maj. Henry Terry 
    







Capt. Enoch Weller
 
    







Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill

Artillery
Capt. WILLIAM E. STANDART
1st Ohio, Battery B





Capt. William E Standart
1st Ohio, Battery F:





Capt. Daniel T. Cockerill
    







Lieut. Norval Osburn
4th US, Batteries H and M
 




Lieut. Charles C. Parsons
THIRD (LATE FIFTH) DIVISION
(1.) Brig. Gen. HORATIO P. VAN CLEVE (W)
(2.) Col. SAMUEL BEATTY
First (late Eleventh ) Brigade
(1.) Col. SAMUEL BEATTY
(2.) Col. BENJAMIN C. GRIDER
79th Indiana






Col. Frederick Knefler
9th Kentucky:






Col. Benjamin C. Grider
    







Lieut. Col. George H. Cram
11th Kentucky






Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley
19th Ohio






Maj. Charles F. Manderson
Second (late Fourteeth) Brigade
Col. JAMES P. FYFFE
44th Indiana:






Col. William C. Williams
    







Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrich
86th Indiana






Lieut. Col. George F. Dick
13th Ohio:






Col. Joseph G. Hawkins
    







Maj. Dwight Jarvis, Jr
59th Ohio






Lieut. Col. William Howard
Third (late Twenty-third) Brigade
Col. SAMUEL W. PRICE
35th Indiana






Col. Bernard F. Mullen
8th Kentucky:






Lieut. Col. Reuben May
    







Maj. Green B. Broaddus
21st Kentucky






Lieut. Col. James C. Evans
51st Ohio






Lieut. Col. Richard W. McClain
99th Ohio:






Col. Peter T. Swaine
    







Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins

Artillery
Capt. GEORGE R. SWALLOW
7th Indiana Battery





Capt. George R. Swallow
Pennsylvania, Battery B (26th)




Lieut. Alanson J. Stevens
3d Wisconsin Battery





Lieut. Cortland Livingston
CAVALRY
Brig. Gen. DAVID S. STANLEY
CAVALRY DIVISION
Col. JOHN KENNETT
First Brigade
Col. ROBERT H. G. MINTY
2d Indiana, Company M





Capt. J. A. S. Mitchell
3d Kentucky






Col. Eli H. Murray
4th Michigan






Lieut. Col. William H. Dickinson
7th Pennsylvania






Maj. John E. Wynkoop
Second Brigade
Col. LEWIS ZAHM
1st Ohio:






Col. Minor Milliken
    







Maj. James Laughlin
3d Ohio 







Lieut. Col. Douglas A. Murray
4th Ohio







Maj. John L. Pugh
Artillery
1st Ohio, Battery D (section)




Lieut. Nathaniel M. Newell
RESERVE CAVALRY
15th Pennsylvania:





Maj. Adolph G. Rosengarten
    







Maj. Frank B. Ward
    







Capt. Alfred Vezin
 
1st Middle (5th) Tennessee




Col. William B. Stokes
2d Tennessee






Col. Daniel M. Ray
                                                                           UNATTACHED
4th U.S. Cavalry






 Capt. Elmer Otis
MISCELLANEOUS
PIONEER BRIGADE
Capt. JAMES ST. C. MORTON
1st Battalion






Capt. Lyman Bridges
2d Battalion






Capt. Calvin Hood
3d Battalion






Capt. Robert Clements
Illinois Light Artillery, Stokes' Battery



Capt. James H. Stokes
ENGINEERS AND MECHANICS
1st Michigan






Col. William P. Innes
POST OF GALLATIN, TENN

Brig. Gen. ELEAZER A. PAINE
Ward' s (late Eighth ) Brigade
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM T. WARD
102d Illinois






Lieut. Col. Frank C. Smith
105th Illinois






Lieut. Col. Henry F. Vallette
70th Indiana






Col. Benjamin Harrison
79th Ohio






Col. Henry G. Kennett
Indiana Light Artillery, 13th Battery



Capt. Benjamin S. Nicklin
Cavalry
1st Kentucky






Col. Frank Wolford
7th Kentucky






Lieut. Col. John K. Faulkner
11th Kentucky






Lieut. Col. William E. Riley
Organization of the Army of Tennessee, 
The Stone's River or Murfreesborough, Tenn., Campaign.
DECEMBER 26, 1862-JANUARY 5, 1863
General Braxton Bragg, CS, Commanding
POLK'S CORPS
Lieut. Gen. LEONIDAS POLK
FIRST DIVISION
Maj. Gen. B. F. CHEATHAM
First Brigade
Brig. Gen. DANIEL S. DONELSON
8th Tennessee:






Col. W. L. Moore
    







Lieut. Col. J. H. Anderson
16th Tennessee






Col. John H. Savage
38th Tennessee






Col. John C. Carter
51st Tennessee






Col. John Chester
84th Tennessee






Col. S.S. Stanton
Carnes' (Tennessee) Battery




Capt. William W. Carnes
Second Brigade

Brig. Gen. ALEXANDER P. STEWART
4th Tennessee






Col. O. F. Strahl
5th Tennessee







19th Tennessee






Col. F. M. Walker
24th Tennessee:






Col. H. L. W. Bratton
    







Maj. S. E. Shannon
31st Tennessee






Col. E. E. Tansil
33d Tennessee







Mississippi Battery





Capt. T. J. Stanford
Third Brigade

Brig. Gen. GEORGE MANEY
1st Tennessee






 
27th Tennessee






Col. H. R. Feild
4th Tennessee (Provisional Army)




Col. J.A. McMurry
6th Tennessee







9th Tennessee






Col. C. S. Hurt
Tennessee Sharpshooters





Capt. Frank Maney
Smith's (Mississippi) Battery




Lieut. William B. Turner
Fourth (Preston Smith's) Brigade
Col. A. J. VAUGHAN, Jr.
12th Tennessee






Maj. J. N. Wyatt
13th Tennessee:






Lieut. Col. W. E. Morgan


   







 Capt. R. F. Lanier
29th Tennessee






Maj. J. B. Johnson
47th Tennessee






Capt. W. M. Watkins
154th Tennessee






Lieut. Col. M. Magevney, Jr.
9th Texas






Col. W. H. Young
Allin's (Tennessee) Sharpshooters:




Lieut. J. R. J. Creighton
    







Lieut. T. F. Pattison
Tennessee Battery





Capt. W. L. Scott
SECOND DIVISION
Maj. Gen. JONES M. WITHERS
First (Deas') Brigade
Col. J. Q. LOOMIS (W)
Col. J. COLTART
19th Alabama







22d Alabama
25th Alabama
26th Alabama
39th Alabama
17th Alabama Battalion Sharpshooters



Capt. B.C. Yancey
1st Louisiana (Regulars)





Lieut. Col. F. H. Farrar, Jr
Robertson's Battery





Capt. F.H. Robertson
Second Brigade
Brig. Gen. JAMES R. CHALMERS (W)
Col. T. W. WHITE
7th Mississippi







9th Mississippi






Col. T. W. White
10th Mississippi
41st Mississippi
9th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters



Capt. O. F. West
Blythe's (Mississippi) Regiment
Garrity's (Alabama) Bbattery 
Third (Walthall's) Brigade
Brig. Gen. J. PATTON ANDERSON
45th Alabama






Col. James G. Gilchrist
24th Mississippi






Lieut. Col. R. P. McKelvaine
27th Mississippi:






Col. T. M. Jones
    







Lieut. Col. J. L. Autry
    







Capt. E. R. Neilson
29th Mississippi:






Col. W. F. Brantly
    







Lieut. Col. J. B. Morgan
30th Mississippi






Lieut. Col. J. I. Scales
39th North Carolina






Capt. A. W. Bell
Missouri Battery






Capt. O. W. Barret
Fourth (Anderson's) Brigade

Col. A. M. MANIGAULT
24th Alabama
28th Alabama
34th Alabama
10th South Carolina





 Col. A. J. Lythgoe
19th South Carolina


Alabama Battery






Capt. D. D. Waters
HARDEE'S CORPS
Lieut. Gen. WILLIAM J. HARDEE
FIRST DIVISION
Maj. Gen. JOHN C. BRECKINRIDGE
First Brigade

Brig. Gen. DANIEL W. ADAMS (W)
Col. RANDALL L. GIBSON
32d Alabama:






Lieut. Col. Henry Maury
    







Col. Alexander McKinstry
13th Louisiana






Col. R. L. Gibson
20th Louisiana






Maj. Charles Guillet
16th Louisiana






Col. S. W. Fisk
25th Louisiana






Maj. F.C. Zacharie
14th Louisiana Battalion





Maj. J. E. Austin
Washington Artillery(5th Battery)




Lieut. W. C. D. Vaught
Second Brigade
Col. J. B. PALMER
Brig. Gen. GIDEON J. PILLOW
18th Tennessee:






Col. J. B. Palmer
    







Lieut. Col. W. R. Butler
26th Tenneessee






Col. John M. Lillard
28th Tennessee






Col. P. D. Cunningham
32d Tennessee






Col. Ed. C. Cook
45th Tennessee






Col. A. Searcy
Moses' (Georgia) Battery

   



Lieut. R. W. Anderson
Third Brigade

Brig. Gen. WILLIAM PRESTON
1st Florida






Col. William Miller
3d Florida







4th Florida






Col. William L. L. Bowen

60th North Carolina





Col. J. A. McDowell
20th Tennessee:






Col. T. B. Smith
    







Lieut. Col. F. M. Lavender
    







Maj. F. Claybrooke
Tennessee Battery:





Capt. E. E Wright
    







Lieut. J. W. Phillips
Fourth Brigade
Brig. Gen. R. W. HANSON (MW)
Col. R. P. TRABUE
41st Alabama:






Col. H. Talbird
    







Lieut. Col. M. L. Stansel
2d Kentucky:






Maj. James W. Hewitt
    







Capt. James W. Moss
4th Kentucky:






Col. R. P. Trabue
    







Capt. T. W. Thompson
6th Kentucky






Col. Joseph H. Lewis
9th Kentucky






Col. T. H. Hunt
Kentucky Battery






Capt. R. Cobb
Jackson's Brigade 
Brig. Gen. JOHN K. JACKSON
5th Georgia:






Col. W. T. Black
    







Maj. C.P. Daniel
2d Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters




Maj. J. J. Cox
5th Mississippi






Lieut. Col. W. L. Sykes
8th Mississippi:






Col. J. C. Wilkinson
    







Lieut. Col. A. McNeill
Pritchard's (Georgia) Battery





Lumsden's (Alabama) Battery




Lieut. H. H. Cribbs 
SECOND DIVISION
Maj. Gen. P. R. CLEBURNE
First Brigade
Brig. Gen. L. E. POLK
1st Arkansas






Col. John W. Colquitt
13th Arkansas
15th Arkansas
5th Confederate






Col. J. A. Smith
2d Tennessee






Col. W. D. Robison
5th Tennessee






Col. B. J. Hill
Helena (Ark.) Artillery 





Lieut. T. J. Key
Second Brigade

Brig. Gen. ST. JOHN R. LIDDELL
2d Arkansas






Col. D.C. Govan
5th Arkansas






Lieut. Col. John E. Murray
6th Arkansas






Col. S. G. Smith
7th Arkansas






Lieut. Col. F. J. Cameron
   







 Maj. W. F. Douglass.
8th Arkansas:






Col. John H. Kelly
    







Lieut. Col. G. F. Baucum
Swett's (Mississippi) Battery




Lieut. H. Shannon
Third Brigade
Brig. Gen. Bushrod R. Johnson
17th Tennessee:






Col. A. S. Marks
    







Lieut. Col. W. W. Floyd
23d Tennessee






Lieut. Col. R. H. Keeble
25th Tennessee:






Col. J. M. Hughs
    







Lieut. Col. Samuel Davis
37th Tennessee:






Col. M. White
    







Maj. J. T. McReynolds
    







Capt. C. G. Jarnagin
44th Tennessee






Col. John S. Fulton
Jefferson (Miss.) Artillery





Capt. Put. Darden
Fourth Brigade
Brig. Gen. S. A. M. WOOD
16th Alabama






Col. W. B. Wood
33d Alabama






Col. Samuel Adams
3d Confederate






Maj. J. F. Cameron
45th Mississippi






Lieut. Col. R. Charlton
15th Mississippi Battalion Sharpshooters



Capt. A. T. Hawkins
Alabama Battery






Capt. Henry C. Semple.
McCOWN'S DIVISION
Maj. Gen. J. P. McCOWN

First Brigade

Brig. Gen. M.D. ECTOR
10th Texas Cavalry





Col. M. F. Locke
11th Texas Cavalry:





Col. J. C. Burks
    







Lieut. Col. J. M. Bounds
14th Texas Cavalry





Col. J. L. Camp
15th Texas Cavalry





Col. J. A. Andrews
Texas Battery






Capt. J.P. Douglas
Second Brigade
Brig. Gen. JAMES E. RAINS (K)
Col. R. B. VANCE
3d Georgia Battalion





Lieut. Col. M.A. Stovall
9th Georgia Battalion





Maj. Joseph T. Smith
29th North Carolina





Col. R. B. Vance
11th Tennessee:






Col. G. W. Gordon
    







Lieut. Col. William Thedford
Eufaula (Ala.) Light Artillery




Lieut. W. A. McDuffie
Third Brigade

Brig. Gen. EVANDER McNAIR

Col. R. W. HARPER
1st Arkansas Mounted Rifles:




Col. R. W. Harper
    







Maj. L. M. Ransaur
2d Arkansas Mounted Rifles




Lieut. Col. J. A. Williamson
4th Arkansas






Col. H. G. Bunn
30th Arkansas:






Maj. J. J. Franklin
    







Capt. W. A. Cotter
4th Arkansas Battalion





Maj. J. A. Ross
Arkansas Battery





 
Capt. J. T. Humphreys
CAVALRY
Brig. Gen. JOSEPH WHEELER
Wheeler's Brigade
Brig. Gen. JOSEPH WHEELER
1st Alabama






Col. W. W. Allen
3d Alabama:






Maj. F. Y. Gaines
    







Capt. T. H. Mauldin
51st Alabama:






Col. John T. Morgan
8th Confederate






Col. W. B. Wade
1st Tennessee






Col. James E. Carter
-- Tennessee Battalion





Maj. DeWitt C. Douglass
-- Tennessee Battalion





Maj. D.W. Holman.
Arkansas Battery






Capt. J. H. Wiggins
Buford's Brigade
Brig. Gen. A. BUFORD
3d Kentucky






Col. J. R. Butler
5th Kentucky






Col. D. H. Smith
6th Kentucky






Col. J. W. Grigsby
Pegram's Brigade 
Brig. Gen. JOHN PEGRAM
1st Georgia







1st Louisiana
Wharton's Brigade
Brig. Gen. JOHN A. WHARTON
14th Alabama Battalion





 Lieut. Col. James C. Malone
1st Confederate






Col. John T. Cox
3d Confederate






Lieut. Col. William N. Estes
2d Georgia:






Lieut. Col. J. E. Dunlop
    







Maj. F. M. Ison
3d Georgia (detachment)





Maj. R. DeWitt C. Thompson
2d Tennessee






Col. H. M. Ashby
4th Tennessee






Col. Baxter Smith
-- Tennessee Battalion





Maj. John R. Davis
8th Texas






Col. Thomas Harrison
Murray's (Tennessee) Regiment




Maj. W. S. Bledsoe
Escort Company






Capt. Paul F. Anderson
McCown's Escort Company




Capt. L. T. Hardy
White's (Tennessee) Battery




Capt. B. F. White, Jr
ARTILLERY

Baxter's (Tennessee) Battery
Byrne's (Kentucky) Battery
Gibson's (Georgia) Battery

Casualty List - Battle of Stones River

Union Forces

	
	Forces Engaged

	Killed
	Wounded 
	Missing/  Captured
	Total

	General Rosencrans Staff
	
	4
	5
	
	9

	Right Wing
	
	
	
	
	

	First Division
	4399
	187
	825
	402
	1414

	Second Division
	6071
	252
	1007
	1301
	2560

	Third Division
	4703
	237
	989
	407
	1633

	Total – Right Wing
	15,173
	676
	2821
	2110
	5607

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Center
	
	
	
	
	

	MG Thomas Staff
	
	1
	
	
	1

	First Division
	6236
	182
	962
	316
	1460

	Second Division
	4870
	161
	835
	198
	1194

	Third Division
	8758
	
	22
	
	22

	Total  – Center
	19864
	344
	1820
	514
	2678

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Left Wing
	
	 
	
	
	 

	MG Crittenden Staff
	
	
	1
	
	1

	First Division
	4887
	215
	938
	167
	1320

	Second Division
	4386
	205
	1081
	240
	1526

	Third Division
	4535
	230
	991
	466
	1687

	Total – Left Wing
	13808
	620
	3011
	873
	4543

	Cavalry
	3000
	31
	100
	161
	292

	Pioneer Brigade
	1600
	10
	28
	1
	39

	Engineers & Mechanics
	391
	2
	9
	5
	16

	UNION TOTALS
	46953
	1688
	7795
	3664
	13186


Casualty List - Battle of Stones River

Confederate Forces

	
	Forces Engaged
	Killed
	Wounded 
	Missing/  Captured
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Polk’s (First) Corps
	
	
	
	
	

	First Division
	6359
	277 
	1597
	65
	1939

	Second Division
	7774
	324
	2089
	101
	2514

	 Totals
	14133
	601
	3686
	166
	4453

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hardee’s (Second) Corps
	
	
	
	
	

	First Division
	7053
	267
	1412
	376
	2055

	Second Division
	7008
	229
	1630
	207
	2066

	Totals
	14061
	496
	3042
	583
	4121

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Smith’s (Third) Corps
	
	 
	
	
	 

	Jackson’s Brigade
	874
	41
	264
	0
	305

	Second Division
	4414
	91
	769
	118
	978

	Totals
	5288
	132
	1033
	118
	1283

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cavalry
	4237
	43 
	203
	203
	449

	Artillery
	
	
	
	
	No Data

	 
	
	
	
	
	

	CONFEDERATE  TOTALS
	37719
	1272
	7964
	1070
	10306


Emancipation Proclamation

January 1, 1863

By the President of the United States of America: 

A Proclamation.                                      

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit:

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.

"That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and the fact that any State, or the people thereof, shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such State shall have participated, shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such State, and the people thereof, are not then in rebellion against the United States."

Now, therefore I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the power in me vested as Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion, do, on this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and in accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred days, from the day first above mentioned, order and designate as the States and parts of States wherein the people thereof respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United States, the following, to wit: 

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, (except the Parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James Ascension, Assumption, Terrebonne, Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the City of New Orleans) Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia, (except the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the counties of Berkley, Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess Ann, and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth[)], and which excepted parts, are for the present, left precisely as if this proclamation were not issued. 

And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall be free; and that the Executive government of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons. 

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self-defence; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages. 

And I further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service. 

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and the gracious favor of Almighty God. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington, this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the eighty-seventh. 

By the President: ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
WILLIAM H. SEWARD, Secretary of State. 

Fortress Rosecrans

       Distant from its base in Louisville, Kentucky, following the battle, General Rosecrans ordered his army to construct a fortified depot at Murfreesboro.  For six months, January through June 1863, the troops and thousands of former slaves constructed this 200-acre fort with 14,000 feet of earthworks.  Designed by Brigadier General James St. Clair Morton to house 50,000 troops and provisions for 90 days, Fortress Rosecrans was the largest enclosed earthen fortification of the Civil War.
  

    From this venue they were able to amass and distribute arms, food and equipment.  Fortress Rosecrans provided the necessary logistical base – forward supply base - to continue advancements to the South, such as the attack on Chattanooga.  It also created a significant barrier to the Confederate transportation systems, effectively blocking railroad connections from Knoxville and Nashville, those running south east.  The Fortress, which incorporated strategic blockhouses, protected a supply depot and key road and railroad bridges, tunnels and other vulnerable points. 
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 Fortress Rosecrans would have incorporated blockhouse like this one constructed near Chattanooga to protect the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad.

   Life in Murfreesboro with the Fortress was much changed.  

          Military occupation drastically altered life in Mufreesboro.  Houses were torn 

     down and the lumber hauled off to construct buildings for the army.  John Spence 

    [founder of the Red Cedar Bucket Factory in Murfreesboro and an opponent to 

    secession] wrote that ‘the streets were crouded [sic] at all times with wagons and 

     soldiers, giving the place much the appearance of a wagon yard.  Soldiers camping 

    thick and thin around town.  … 
 

    When Union troops left the area for the Tullahoma Campaign, those left at the fort – described as new recruits and convalescents – were ordered to shell and burn the town if needed.  One canon, of the 137 guns used to defend the site, was permanently aimed at the courthouse.  
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A section of Fortress Rosecrans’ Curtain Wall No. 2.
  

    Despite various attempts, Fortress Rosecrans survived the war unscathed.  One year after the war, however, the Army abandoned the fortress in April 1866.  Of the four interior forts, only one remains today – Redoubt Brannon.  A few sections, approximately 3,000 feet, of the earthen works still exist.  These are Lunettes Palmer and Thomas and curtain Wall 2.   
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    �A North Carolina native, Bragg graduated from the U.S. Military Academy in 1837 specializing in artillery. Bragg served in the U.S. Army during both the Seminole and Mexican Wars, but resigned in 1856 to become a planter.  With the outbreak of the Civil War, Bragg joined the Confederate army and rose to the rank of full general.  After serving in several major battles (Shiloh, Perryville, Stones River, Chickamauga and Chattanooga), in February 1864 Bragg became a military advisor to Confederate President Jefferson Davis.  After the war, Bragg was a civil engineer.  Bragg died on 27 September 1876 and is buried in Mobile, Alabama.
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     �An1842 graduate of West Point, Rosecrans initially pursued an engineering career overseeing the construction of various wharf, harbor, and coastal fortifications and taught at West Point for three years.  In 1854 he resigned his commission due to ill-health and returned to Ohio.  In civilian life he served as the president of Canal Coal Company of Cincinnati and later the Cincinnati Coal Oil Company.  While there he invented a round lamp wick and new methods of manufacturing soap.  Injured in en explosion, Rosecrans was bedridden for 18-months recovering at the outbreak of the war.  He returned to the Army in 1861 and within four days was promoted from colonel to brigadier general. After resigning from the Army in 1867, he was appointed Minister to Mexico and later served as a U.S. Congressman from California and a Register of the Treasury.  He died on 11 March 1898.  Originally buried in Los Angeles, Rosecrans was reinterred in Arlington National Cemetery in 1902
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     �National Archives photograph from http://www.nps.gov/stri/historyculture/lifeline.htm.


     �John Spence quoted in Gilbert Backlund’s article “Fortress Rosecrans” in The Battle of Stones River Civil War Series by the National Park Service. 


     � Photo by Jim Lewis., from http://www.nps.gov/ser/customcf/apps/pgalery/photo.cfm?pid=1441&aid=112&gid=112.
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