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WHITE AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

LESSON OBJECTIVES
LEVEL
MEASURE 

A. Define White American and describe the experiences, demographics, and characteristics of the colonial immigrants 
Comprehension
Written

B. Describe the experiences, and Demographics of the first wave of immigrants (Northern and Western Europeans -- 1820-1880)
Knowledge
Written

C. Describe the experiences, and Demographics of the second wave of immigrants (Southern and Eastern Europeans – 1880-1940)
Knowledge
Written

D. Describe the contemporary concerns of White Americans 
Comprehension
Written

E. Participate in cultural site visit
Application
N/A

F. Participate in a team cultural site presentation
Application
PE/ISDE

G. Demonstrate the ability to facilitate a guided discussion
Application
PE/ISDE

SUPPORT MATERIAL AND GUIDANCE

Lesson Focus

The objective of the Ethnic Studies Series is to provide students with opportunities to increase their awareness of the history, socialization, values, religious beliefs, and contemporary issues of major American cultural subgroups that have significant impact on the military.  Gain understanding of information that will describe the cultural background and the racial/ethnic category White.  Recall the experiences of Northern and Western Europeans to include such things as reason for immigration and the perils they faced.  Be able to explain the region the later immigrants came from and the factors that brought them.  Understand the terms nativism and xenophobia.  Have the ability to explain the term "reverse racism" and the affect it has on the White Americans.  Note that this group is generally held as a baseline for comparison to other cultural and ethnic groups, but also holds potential as a client group for the EOA.  Understand that the role of the EOA is to assist the commander and staff in assessing units, developing policies, and planning activities to foster positive EO climate thereby enhancing mission readiness. 

Student Contributions

Read Strangers to These Shores: Race and Ethnic Relations in the United States, pages 127-161, 169-203, prior to class.  Take notes and ask questions to clarify information covered in the lecture.  Selected students will conduct research and participate in a culture site visit You will further be required to will conduct a 50-minute team culture site presentation to the class as well as lead a 45-minute graded guided discussion in small group.

Student Instructional Material

Notetaking Guide

Required Reading – Strangers to These Shores: Race and Ethnic Relations in the United States.

   (Pages 127-161, 169-203)

Instructional Method

Lecture (2 Hrs 30 Min) 

Practical Exercise (4 Hrs 30 Min)
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NOTETAKING GUIDE

A. EXPERIENCES, DEMOGRAPHICS, AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE COLONIAL IMMIGRANTS

1. The racial and ethnic category "White" 

a. IAW DoD 1350.2 definition: A White American (not of Hispanic origin) is a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa, or the Middle East.

b. North Africa relates to the Berbers.  A Caucasian people, the Berbers are related in physical type to the Mediterranean subgroup of southern Europe.  They form the base population of Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya.  Today they are mostly Muslims and much of their culture is “Arabized.”

2. Common experiences among Colonial immigrants

a. Ocean Voyage
(1)  Treated as freight

(2)  Starvation

b. Indentured Servants
3. The Puritan's experience

a. Reason for immigration - Practice their religion free of English oppression

b. Demographics
(1)  English

(2)  Settled in Massachusetts 

c. Characteristics
(1)  Protestant

(2)  Diligent application to work

(3)  Individual accomplishment

(4)  English language

(5)  Anglo-Saxon legal heritage

(6)  Written compact

d. Cultural Impact
(1)  No other group, no matter its numbers, had a greater impact on the development of American culture

(2)  Basis for all other immigrating groups

4. Experiences of other English groups

a. Reason for Immigration
(1)  Religious

(2)  Economic 

(3)  Political

(4)  Criminal

b. Demographics
(1)  Northeast

(2)  Virginia

(3)  Middle Atlantic

c. Characteristics
(1)  Protestant

(2)  Adapted to settlement, terrain, and climate

d. New World Experiences
(1)  Most of the colonial difficulties centered on religion

(2)  Indentured servants, especially in South

e. Cultural Impact
(1)  With Puritans, established basis for America

(2)  Developed diverse cultures such as Plymouth and Jamestown

5. Experiences of the Scots-Irish 

a. Reason for Immigration
(1)  Economic

(2)  Religious

(3)  Opportunity in America

b. Demographics 

(1)  Scottish people who moved to Ireland before coming to America

(2)  Settled in Pennsylvania

(3)  Settled Appalachia and western frontier

c. Characteristics
(1)  Devoutly Presbyterian

(2)  Strongly supported education

(3)  Frowned on dancing, card playing, theatre, and breaking the Sabbath

d. New World Experiences
(1)  Indentured servants

(2)  Animosity from English

e. Cultural Impact
(1)  Built churches and schoolhouses on frontier

(2)  Strict religious values still echoed in Methodists and Southern Baptist descendents 

B. EXPERIENCES, DEMOGRAPHICS, AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FIRST WAVE OF IMMIGRANTS (NORTHERN AND WESTERN EUROPEANS -- 1820-1880).

1. Common experiences among the groups in the first wave

a. Most immigrants came because of poor economic conditions in Europe

b. Ocean voyages were still difficult--44 days was average length of voyage

c. America wanted immigration for development

d. Intolerance

(1) Nativism - Advocates protecting the interests of native inhabitants over those of immigrants.

(2) Xenophobia – An irrational fear of or contempt for foreigners.

2. The experience of the Germans  

a. Reasons for Immigration
(1)  Crop failures

(2)  High rents

(3)  Failure of revolution (48ers)

b. Demographics
(1)  Germans wanted their own places to live (Missouri in 1830s, Texas in 1840s, Wisconsin in 1850s)

(2)  Present day densities of Germans in Midwest and Northern plains

(3)  Hutterites and Amish have managed to resist assimilation

c. Characteristics 

(1)  Believed in liberal causes (women's rights, abolition)

(2)  Thrift, industry, punctuality, and justice

(3)  Relaxed view of the Sabbath

(4)  Little desire to blend with population or learn English

(5)  Middle class, skilled laborers

d. New World Experiences
(1)  Germans rose faster than Irish

(2)  German immigration easier than for others

(3)  Nativism and Xenophobia

· Uncertainty about fighting against friends and family during WWI

· WWI--attack on German-American culture

· Assimilation of German-Americans by WWII

e. Cultural Impact
(1)  Added breweries, music, Brooklyn bridge, kindergarten, gymnasiums, and Christmas celebrations

(2)  Germans were responsible for the mellowing of the austere Puritan imprint on our daily lives

3. The experience of the Irish

a. Reasons for Immigration
(1)  Potato famine 

(2)  British rule

b. Demographics
(1)  Settled in New York City and Boston

(2)  Stayed in place or accepted jobs on canals or railroads

c. Characteristics
(1)  Peasants

(2)  Catholic

(3)  Anti-British

(4)  Very involved in politics

(5)  Wanted Catholic schools

d. New World Experiences
(1)  Irish had most difficulty of first wave immigrants 

(2)  Xenophobia and Nativism -- Prior to Civil War, most problems between native and immigrant were religious, so Irish bore brunt of nativist activity

· Fear of Irish Catholic allegiance to Pope

· Order of the Star Spangled Banner 1849/Know Nothings

· Violence against convents, and churches

· Concern over Irish taking jobs

e. Cultural Impact
(1)  Irish humor helped to establish theatre  

(2)  Irish impressed upon America the power of the vote

(3)  Irish changed the assumption that Americanism was synonymous with Protestantism

(4)  Irish promoted real separation of church and state 

4. The experience of the Scandinavians  

a. Reasons for Immigration
(1)  Crop failures

(2)  High unemployment

(3)  Rejection of state/religion alliance

b. Demographics
(1)  Moved to wheat-growing regions (Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota)

(2)  Some went to Pacific Northwest

c. Characteristics
(1)  Norwegians, Swedes, Finns, and Danes

(2)  High literacy

d. New World Experiences
(1)  Scandinavians blended into society well

(2)  Some censuring because of hyphen, luncheons on the Sabbath

e. Major cultural impact was developing in the plains and Midwest farming areas
C. EXPERIENCES, DEMOGRAPHICS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SECOND WAVE OF EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS (1880-1940 - SOUTHEASTERN IMMIGRANTS)

1. Common experiences among the second wave groups

a. Ocean Voyage
(1)  With steamships, the ocean voyage decreased to 5 1/2 days

(2)  Second wave of immigrants faced more scrutiny before passage

b. Pull Factors
(1)  Letters from America

(2)  Better transportation

(3)  America wanted new immigrants who weren't demanding

c. Living conditions for immigrants were dangerous

d. Americanization
(1)  Americanization classes

(2)  Public school

(3)  Mass media

2. The experience of the Italians
a. Reasons for Immigration
(1)  Many involved in "shuttle migration"

(2)  Poverty

b. Demographics
(1)  Little Italy's

(2)  Cities of New York, Boston, San Francisco

(3)  Did not venture out because they believed they would return to Italy

c. Characteristics
(1)  Importance of family fortune and honor, not individual

(2)  Wary of education

(3)  Catholic

(4)  Peasants

d. New World Experiences (Nativism, Xenophobia)

(1)  Italians were one of the most despised, regarded as criminals, and ignorant

(2)  Viewed as inferior race (darker with different features)

(3)  Catholicism again an issue until after WWII

e. Cultural Impact
(1)  Bank of America

(2)  Food

(3)  Wineries

(4)  Took over jobs previous immigrants had, but now discarded

3. The experience of the Slavic Peoples (Poles and Russians)
a. Reasons for Immigration
(1)  Divided control of Poland

(2)  Czarist Russia wanted ethnic minorities to leave

(3)  Economic

(4)  Political and religious freedom

b. Demographics
(1)  Mining and industrial areas in Pennsylvania and Midwest

(2)  Poles went to small rural villages

c. Characteristics
(1)  Peasants

(2)  Poles followed Catholicism mixed with paganism and superstition

(3)  Russians were Orthodox Christian

(4)  Little use for education

d. New World Experiences
(1)  Nativism and Xenophobia

· Russians seen as Bolsheviks/deported

· Slavs censured for putting children to work

(2)  Slow social development

e. Cultural impact
(1)  Difficult to make sweeping impact

(2)  Vitamins

(3)  Addition of Orthodox Christian church to America

D. DESCRIBE THE CONTEMPORARY CONCERNS OF WHITE AMERICANS

1. The concern over immigration
a. Immigrants viewed as racially and intellectually inferior

b. Immigrants blamed for unemployment, poverty, disease, and crime

c. Belief that most immigrants enter the US illegally

d. Fear of loss of jobs

2. The concern over the English-only movement
a. Fear for national unity under the impact of bilingualism

b. English-speakers more involved in civic culture than non-English speakers

3. Multiculturalism
a. Multiculturalism will ruin our American values

b. Fear of transnationalism - Maintaining social linkages with one country while living in another (Nativism, Xenophobia)

c. Multi-ethnic countries break apart (i.e., Bosnia, Soviet Union)

4. The concern over reverse discrimination
a. Silent social policy

b. Backlash
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